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rn CONCERNING BIENVILLE’S LANDS IN 
LOUISIANA, 1719-1737. 


(Covering the Documentary Evidence of all the Original Grants made to him 
in 1719 and the subsequent disposition of the same.) 


Transcribed and from the Louisiana Society’s 
“Book of Concessions.” 


By HELOISE H. CRUZAT. 


With Introduction and Editorial Supervision by the er 
| of the Quarterly. 


FIRST INSTALLMENT 


INDEX TO. DOCUMENTS PRINTED HEREWITH 


1. Map of Bienville’s property,.made under his orders 17 37, 
with separa list of names appearing thereon. . 


2. Documentary Hishiwe of Bienville’s Concessions ‘above and | 
opposite New Orleans, 1719, viz: 


I. Copy of the original grant to Bienville. 


II. Excerpt from Registry in Louisiana showing registration of the Con- 
firmation of the Concession granted by the Directors of the Company 


of the Indies. 
III. Letter to Bienville from d’Artaguette, one of the Directors. 


IV. Petition of Bienville to the Conseil de Regie in LO for authority 
to settle Germans on said concessions. 


V. Certificate of Survey fixing limits or boundaries between the lands of 
Bienville opposite New Orleans and the adjoining lands of the Com- 


pany of the Indies. 
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EDITORIAL INTRODUCTION 


The Louisiana Historical Society is in possession of a bound 
manuscript volume called the “Book of Concessions,” consisting 
of transcripts made for the Society in Paris many years ago, 
covering land grants made by the Company of the Indies, 1719-31, 
to induce settlement and colonization in Louisiana. The Quar- 
terly had this book copied and translated by Mrs. Heloise H. 
Cruzat with the intention of publishing the same, but we find 
the original compiler did not exercise any judgment in assembling 


these sheets, either as to date or subject and, on the contrary, 


pitched them together in disorder. It would only perpetuate 
this error to print the Book of Concessions in sequence and we — 
have concluded to follow an orderly course, assembling all papers 
on each subject in chronological order. The student will thus 
have before him all that the book contains on any subject, and 
may also be assured that the series begun here will include 
everything contained in the Society’s Book of Concessions. 

We -should add that the original transcription in France 
contains no indication of the Bureau or place where the original 
may be found, but there is no reason to doubt that our docu- 
ments are correct transcripts of originals still in France. 

It must be added that the series here begun will open for 
the first time the details of French Colonial Policy on the subject — 


-. Of the distribution of land in the Colony at the start. It is an 


obscure page in our history and the story devéloped by the docu- 
ments will be peculiarly interesting to us because the greater por- 
tion of the Concessions were located in and around New Orleans 


and contiguous territory up the Mississippi River as high as 


Natchez. Papers previously printed in the Quarterly touch some 


angles of the topics, notably Mrs. Cruzat’s “Sidelights on Louis- 


iana History,” La. Hist. Qy. Vol..1, No. 3, pp. 99-103 and pp 116- 
123, and the same author’s “Concession of Ste. Catherine at the 
Natchez,” La. Hist. Qy. Vol. II, p. 164 et seg. See also “The Con- 
cession at Natchez,” La. Hist. Qy., Vol. 8, 389, and “Documents 
concerning Sale of Chaouaches Plantation in Louisiana,” La. Hist. 
Qy., Vol. 8,.p. 589 et seq. Other papers that should be consulted 
are Soniat’s History of the Title to the Jesuit Plantation, Publi- 
cations La. Hist. Society, Vol. 5, p. 5, and J. J. O’Brien, S. J., 
Sketch of the Expulsion of the Society of Jesus from Colonial 
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Documents Concerning Bienville’s Lands 8 


- Louisiana, Publications La. Hist. Society, Vol. 9, page 9. But 
nothing contained in the papers cited will modify the view that 
this series of original documents here presented will, when com- 
pleted, be the most important body of a source material 
yet printed in the Quarterly. 

The first subject to be treated is the dete of the Bien- 
ville Grants and to make this clearer at the start, we have re- 
produced here a map of the same made under Bienville’s super- 
vision in 1737. | 
HENRY P. DART. 
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10 The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 


I 
TRAN SLATION 


Copy of the titles of Mr. de Bienville — of 
Concessions, p. 20). 


We, the Commandant General and General Directors on de- 
mand of Mr. de Bienville to grant him in allodium!' the concession 
of a tract situated above and at the limits? of New Orleans, facing 
the Mississippi River and in depth running West quarter North 
West to the Mississippi, in the bend* above the Chapitoulas, 
which land cannot be better bounded nor survéyed because the 
land is flooded.‘ 3 | 


We, by reason of our authority’ have conceded the said* 
tract to my said Sieur de Bienville, upon which from this mo- 
ment he may work and clear in places where it is practicable 
whilst awaiting the formal concession which wil be sent from 
France. 


Done at New Orleans, March twenty-seventh, one thousand 
seven hundred and nineteen. 


Signed: de Dewees and Hubert. 
The Directors of the 
Company of the Indies. 


The has confirmed and approved the which 
the above is a copy in consequence of which letters of concession 
in form will be forwarded to Mr. de Bienville for the tract 
granted to him by the said act on return of a proces verbal of 
the location, survey and limits of that tract. 


Done at Paris in the Office (hotel) of the Company of the 
‘Indies on the sixth day of February, one thousand seven hundred 
and twenty. 

Signed: Dartaguette. 
Castaméte, Fromaget, Pioust, Ardencours, — Thieroux.' * 


“en franc aleu.” ‘This could be translated fee simple. 

2“bornes” (boundary). 

“dans l’ance” means cove, arm, but bend is the word as we have : eee used 
it in this country. : 

‘“a cause des pays noyes.” 4 ue. 

consequence de nos pouvoirs.” 

*The signers were the Directors of the Company of the Indies in France. In 


the original the. first name is D’Artaguiette, but Gayarre and Martin drop ‘the (i) | 
and we follow the established spelling in our translatio 
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Documents Concerning Bienville’s Lands 11 


Verified at Paris September ninth one thousand seven hun- 
dred and —— Received twelve sols. 


Sounois. 


In the margin is written: 

Registered in the Registry of the Susniien Council of the 
Province of Louisiana by us, Chief Clerk (greffier) in the said 
Council, in folio fifteen reverse of the said Register following the 
order of Mssrs. the Commandant and General Directors of the 
said Province, on the third of the present month, at New Orleans, 
on the twenty-first of April, one thousand seven hundred and 


twenty-three. | | a 
Signed: Rossard. 


An aki collated copy of the originals and remitted in the 
moment by us, the clerk ( serps . the Superior Council of 


| ‘Louisiana, 
Signed: Henry. 


We, Edme Gatien Salmon, Councillor of the King, Commis- 
sioner of the Marine, Ordonnateur and First Judge in the Su- 
perior Council of the Province of Louisiana certify to all whom 
it may concern that the signature herewith of Me Henry, Gref- 
fier, is genuine and that faith must be given thereto, in witness 
whereof we have signed these presents and caused to be signed 
by our secretary. 

Given in our office (hotel) at N ew Orleans this seekeheenth 
of December one thousand seven hundred and thirty-seven. 


Signed: Salmon. 
II | 
A second grant on the “= side of the River must have 


been made the same day but we have no copy of it. The following 
document covers both grants: 


EXCERPT from the Register 
of Registrations of the 

Concessions granted by 

Mssrs the Directors of 
the Company of the Indies. 
in the Province of Louisiana. 
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A tract granted to Mr. de Bienville, Commandant General, 
in allodium,® situated on the opposite side’ of New Orleans, which 
it faces on the west and on the east side the Point Saint Antoine 
conceded to Mr. Hubert, a flooded country® to serve as a pasture 
ground for cattle, running in depth to the lake on the south side, 
about a league in distance, on March 27th, 1719, Confirmed by 
Mssrs. the Directors of the Company of the Indies, at Paris, on 
the 6th of February, 1720. 

Moreover granted to said Sieur de Bienville situated above 
at the boundary of New Orleans, facing the Mississippi in depth 
running west one quarter North West to the Mississippi, in the 
bend® above the Chapitoulas March 27, 1719, confirmed and 
approved on the 6th of February, 1720, by Messrs. the Directors 
of the Company of the Indies at Paris. 

The present excerpt from the said concessions registered on 
the first page of the leaf and on reverse of the said Register by 
us, Chief Clerk (greffier) of the Superior Council of the Province 
of Louisiana. At NewsOrleans on the seventh day of — : 


one thousand seven hundred and twenty-four. 
Signed: Rossard Greffier. 


III 
Letter from Dartaguette to Bienville. 
At Parm, Feoruary G, 1720: = 
M. de Bienville: 


The Casibahy cannot send you, Sir, the formal letters of 
concession for the tract which you have chosen, until you have 
sent them a proces verbal of its situation gnd its extent, but you 
will find herewith the ratification of the act which Mssrs. the 
General Directors of the Colony have dispatched to you and 
which enables you to take possession of this land and to make 
there the establishments you will judge proper. The formal 
titles will not fail you when it will please you to demand them; 
_the Company will always be disposed to give you pleasure, and I, 
in particular, very mindful to tender proofs of the perfect at-— 


- tachment with which I remain, Sir, - 


Your very humble and very obedient servant, 
— 


Sen franc aleu.’’ 
7‘autre coste#’ 

8‘nays noye.” 
*“l’anse”’ may be either cove, creek, arm, but bind is the word most familiar to us. 
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Documents Concerning Bienville’s Lands 18 


IV. 


Fetition of Bienville to the Conseil de Regie (Council of Admin- 
istration) of Louisiana for permission to locate twelve or 
fifteen German families on the tract above New Orleans. 


Concessions. To the Gentlemen of the Council of Administration 
Re of the Province of Louisiana. _ 

‘The Sieur de Bienville has the honor to state to you, Gen- 
tlemen, that the Company has granted him a concession of nearly 
three leagues above New Orleans which he cannot render produc- 
tive for want of hands. He would wish to take, if agreeable to 
the Council, twelve or fifteen German families, among those who 
have entirely lost their provisions through the storm and who 
from this are obliged to try to hire themselves to support their 
families. The Sieur de Bienville would cede to each of them a 
portion of his concession With provisions for a year, tools to 
turn up the ground and to build, and would —— cows, hogs 
and poultry. 

As the said Sieur de Bienville can make no pas nor con- 
tract with the said families without the agreement of the Coun- 
cil, he petitions them to grant his request. | 

From New Orleans, this first of December, one thousand 

- seven hundred and twenty-two. 


Signed: Bienville. 


Order of the Council on the Foregoing Petition 


Concessions. Viewed and examined the agreement and conditions 
© passed between Monsieur de Bienville and the German 
families who would be obliged to begin a new establishment on = 
account of the situation and the difficulties to be met with on the 
land they occupy at the Tensas and that besides they would be 
a burden on the Company for their subsistence and the fresh 
advances which would have to be given them. 

The Council consents that the contract passed between Mon- 
sieur de Bienville and the said families be executed according to 


its form and tenor. 
At New Orleans this eleventh of December, one thousand 
seven hundred and twenty-two. 
Le Blond de Latour. 
By my said Sieurs. Delorme. 


= 
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Certificate of Survey Fixing Limits or Boundaries Between the 
Lands of Bienville Opposite New Orleans and the 
Adjoining Lands of the Company of the Indies 


p. 24. February 8th, 1728. 


I, undersigned, iene of the Province of Louisiana, cer- 
tify to those to whom it shall appertain, that on the first day of 
‘October, one thousand seven hundred and twenty-seven, I went 
by appointment with the Sieur de Marsilly, also a surveyor, to the . 
plantation of the Company of the Indies, opposite New Orleans, - 
to survey the eighteen arpents front which it has reserved for — 
itself; we began at the line of Monsieur Perier, Commandant 
General, and continuing along this line of M. de Bienville, we 
planted a boundary post of cypress wood and two pieces after- 
wards to close the line to the South which is common to the Com- 
pany and Mr. de Bienville to twenty-five arpents in depth at the 
end of which we found the meeting or incidence of the common 
limit of Monsieur Perier on the eighth of the same month. 


On the same day, October first, we went to plant the stake 
of the common limit of the Company with Monsieur Perier and 


_ two other pieces of cypress wood to form the S. E. line which we 


also measured to twenty-four arpents of depth where we made 
_ several crosses on trees found at the meeting point of the two — 
limits on the third of the same month in the presence of Sieurs 
Joseph and Amelin, both overseers (économes). 

Mssrs. Perier and de Noyan have agreed, the latter acting 
_ for Mr. de Bienville, after the planting of the stakes on the said 
river had been witnessed by both, that they will reciprocally take 
the 8. S. E. as a boundary, it being precisely the middle of the an- 
_ gle of 45 degrees formed by the meeting of both lines mentioned 
in the present proces verbal, which could not be more inclined to 
spare the Company’s land which forms a triangle and a segment 
of a circle formed by the sinuosity of the point as may be seen in 
the plan. 

' Messrs. Perier, de la Chaise, de Noyan and Broutin went 
upon said tract and agreed on what is specified in these presents 
which T shall certify where need may be. | 
Signed: Lassus, 

De la Chaise, De Noyan./. ¢ 
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Documents Concerning Bienville’s Lands 15 


Certificate of Survey of Bienville’s Lands Opposite New Orleans 
Made Under Order of Governor Perier, January 15, 1728 


‘undersigned, surveyor of the Province of Louisiana, cer- 
tify to all whom it may concern that on the fifteenth of 
January, one thousand seven hundred and twenty-eight, I pur- 
posely, by order of Monsieur Perier, Commandant General of 
the Province, went to the Concession of Monsieur de Bienville 
on the opposite side of the river, which begins following the 
plantation of the Company, to survey the land it contains front- 
ing the river in descending after having marked at the south the 
common boundary limit between the Company and my said Sieur 
de Bienville, following the agreement made on the first of Octo- 
ber, one thousand seven hundred and twenty-seven; we began 
at the limit of the Company to measure ten running arpents in 
front for Monsieur the Chevalier de Noyan to the limit of 
the Domain of my said Sieur de Bienville, and continuing, we 
measured the forty-seven running arpents and one perch which 
my said Sieur de Bienville reserved for himself, following the 
said ten arpents which he conceded to my said Sieur Chevalier 
de Noyan, to the limit of Sieur Cardinal where we caused to be 
planted three pickets (stakes) which mark the limit on the 
‘south which shall be the common and permanent limit of all the 
plantations of the said land, that acknowledge holding their land 
in direct feudality from my said Sieur de Bienville. : 


; On the following day sixteenth of the same day (month?), 

beginning at the limit of the said Domain, we measured ten run- 
ning arpents which my said Sieur de Bienville conceded to Sieur 
Cardinal to the boundary limit of Sieur Provenche which we have 
had marked and gave their common limit: to the South in the 
presence of the proprietors. 

On the seventeenth of January starting Snes the boundary 
mark of the said Sieur Cardinal, we measured eight running 
-arpents to Sieur Provenché which Monsieur de Bienville con- 
ceded to him to the boundary line of Sr. Augustin Langlois ghich 
we had marked and gave their common limit to the aforesaid in 
their presence. 

On the same day, seventeenth, starting dea the limit of 
- Sieur Augustin Langlois, we measured six running arpents which 
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my said Sieur de Bienville conceded to Sieur Hemery la Sonde 
1o the boundary of one Fleuriet which we had marked in their 
presence, giving them their limit always to the South. 

On the same day above named we started at the boundary of 
Hemery La Sonde and measured six running arpents that said 
Sieur de Bienville has conceded: to one named Fleuriet to the 
-boundary of Sieur Estienne Langlois which we have marked in 
their presence and given them their limits always to the South. 


On the same day, starting from the boundary of one Fleur- 
iet, we measured seven running arpents and six perches, which 
my said Sieur de Bienville conceded to the Sieur Estienne Lang- 
lois, to the mark of the youngest Langlois, which we have planted 
as for the preceding. | 

On the same day starting from the boundary of the said 
Sieur Estienne Langlois, we measured six running arpents which 
Monsieur de Bienville conceded to the youngest Langlois, to the 
boundary stake of Monsieur Raguet, which we had planted as the 
preceding. 

On the same day, aforesaid, descending the river and start- 
ing from the boundary of the youngest Langlois, we measured © 
ten running arpents which my said Sieur de Bienville conceded 
to my said Sieur Raguet to the boundary of Sieur Chenier, which 
we had planted as the preceding. 

On_the same day, starting from the boundary of Monsieur 
Raguet, we measured eight arpents running which my said Sieur 
de Bienville conceded to the said Sieur Chenier to the stake of 
Sieur Francois and had stakes planted as the preceding. : 


On the seventh of February of the same year, starting from 
the boundary of one Chenier, having found the road passable, 
we measured eight arpents running, conceded from the remain- 
der of the land of my said Sieur de Bienville to Sieur Francois 
_to the boundary of one Vien, and had stakes planted in the 
presence of Monsieur de Noyan, associate of my said Sieur de 
Bienville, holding his procuration, and of :Mssrs. Trudeau and 
Dalcour, opposite where we locate the centre of point Saint An- 
toine on the other side of the river, afterwards, still in the 
presence of the aforesaid we caused to be planted three posts — 
of cypress wood to mark the line on the south which will be the 
limit common to my said Sieur de Bienville and to the said Vien. 
Thus ends the land of my said Sieur de Bienville containing alto- 
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Documents .Concerning Bienville’s Lands 17 


gether one hundred and thirty-three running arpents and seven 
perches the whole protected by levees and by draining ditches 
in depth, which is to be measured perpendicularly to the line 
on which was measured the frontage of the said land so that 
the settlers on the said land be entitled to the product of the 
ground in their dimensions following the exact declaration of my 
said Sieur de Noyan who has been a witness of all specified in 
the present Ee verbal which I shall certify wherever need 
may be. 

Done on the said Concession on the eighth of February, one 
thousand seven hundred and twenty-eight. 


Signed: Lassus. 
for despatch /. 
Rossard greffier. 


We, Knight Sy Military Order of Saint Louis and ©ommand- 
ant General for’ the King in this Province, and Commissioner of 
the King and his first Councillor in the Superior Council of the 
said Province, certify that Sieur Rossard is Clerk (Greffier) in 
the said Council and that faith must be given to his signature. In 
testimony of which we have signed this present and had affixed 
thereto the seal of the coat of arms of the Company of the Indies 
and had it countersigned by our Secretary of the Council. 
At New Orleans, April twentiets, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and twenty-eight. 
De la Chaise. 
Perier 
By my said Sieurs 
de Chavannes. 


(The second installment of ‘this series will appear in the 
_April Quarterly. It will deal with the action of the Council of 
State at Versailles in 1728, annulling all Louisiana Concessions, 
including that of Bienville. ) | 
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ORIGINAL TEXT OF THE DOCUMENTS TRANSLATED IN THE 
FOREGOING PAPERS 


I. 


Copies des titres de M. de Bienville. 
(Book of Concessions, p. 20.) 


Nous Commandant Général et Directeurs Généraux sur la 
demande de Monsieur de Bienville de luy accorder en franc 
de la Nouvelle Orleans faisant face sur la riviére ru Mississipy 
et en profondeur courant de l’ouest, quart Nord Ouest jusqu’au 
Mississipy dans l’ance au dessous des chapitoulas, lequel terrain 
ne se peut mieux limiter ny arpenter 4 cause des pays noyés. 

Nous, en consequence de nos pouvoirs, le dit terrain a été 
accordé & mon dit Sieur de Bienville sur lequel il peut des a 
présent faire travailler et défricher aux endroits practicables en 
attendant la concession en forme qui en sera envoyé de France. 


Fait 4 la Uouvelle Orleans le vingt sept Mars mil sept cent 
dix neuf. 
- Signé: De Bienville et Huber. /. 
Les Directeurs de la 
Compagnie des Indes 


La Compagnie a confirmé et approuvé Il’acte dont coppie est cy 
dessus en conséquence duquel il sera expédié des lettres de con- 
cession en forme a Monsieur de Bienville pour le terrain 4 luy 
accordé par le dit acte, en raportant un procés verbal de la 
Scituation arpentage et bornes dl dit terrain, fait & Paris en 
l’hétel de la Compagnie des Indes le sivieme jour de Fevrier mil 
sept cent Vingt, 
~Signé: Dartaguiette. 
Castamete, Fromaget, Pioust, Ardencours, Gastebois, Thieroux. 


| Controllé a Paris le neuf Septembre mil sept cent vingt six, 
Recu douze sols, 
Signé: Sounois. 


. En marke est ecrit: 

Enregistrée au Greffe du Conseil Supérieur de la Province 
de la Louisianne par nous Greffier en Chef au dit Conseil Supé- 
rieur de la Louisianne par nous Greffier en Chef audit conseil au 
folio quinze verso dudit Registre en consequence de l’orde de 
Messieurs les Commandants et Directeurs Généraux de la ditte — 
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Province du trois du présent mois, 4 la Nouvelle Orleans le vingt 
et un Avril mil sept cent vingt trois 
Signé: Rossart. 


Pour extrait collationné aux originaux et remis a l’instant par 
nous Greffier au Conseil Supérieur de la Louisiane 
Henry 


Nour Edmé Gatien Salmon, Conseiller du Roy, Commissaire de 
la Marine, Ordonnateur et premier Juge au Conseil Supérieur de 
la Province de la Louisianne certiffions 4 tous qu’il appartiendra 
- que la signature cy contre de Me Henry Greffier est véritable et © 
qle foy doit y estre adjouté, en témoin de quoy nous avons signé 
ces présentes et fait signer par notre secretaire. 

Donné en notre hétel a la Nouvelle Orleans ce dix — De- 


cembre mil’ sept cent trente asinine fe 
Salmon. 


Extrait du Registre 

des Enrégistrements 

des concessions accordées 
par Messieurs les Directeurs 
de la C’® des Indes en la. 
Prov® de la Louisianne. 


Un terrain accordée 4 Monsieur de Bienville Commandant 
Général en franc aleu Scitué de l’autre costé de la Nouvelle 
Orleans a laquelle il fait face du costé de l’ouest et du costé de 
’Est 4 la pointe Saint Antoine concédé a M. Hubert, pays noyé 
pour servir de pasturage aux bestiaux courant la profondeur 
jusqu’au lac, du costé du Sud environ une lieue de distance le 
27 Mars 1719 confirmé par Messieurs les Directeurs de la 
| Compagnie des Indes a Paris le 6 Fevrier 1720. 

Outre accordé a mon dit Sieur de Bienville Scitué au des- 
sus et aux bornes de la Nouvelle Orleans faisant face sur le 
Mississipy en profondeur courant a |’ouest quart de nord Ouest 
jusqu’au Mississipy dans l’ance au dessous des Chapitoulas le 
27 Mars 1719 confirmé et approuvé le 6 Fevrier 1720 par 
Messieurs les Directeurs de la Cie des Indes a Paris. 

Le présent extrait des dittes successions régistré au feuillet 
recto et verso du dit Régistre par nous Greffier en chef au Con- 
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seil Supérieur de la Province de la Louisiane 4 la Nouvelle Or- 
leans le septieme jour de Fevrier mil sept cent vingt quatre. /. 
Rossard Grefiler. 


A Paris le 6 Fevrier 1720. 
M. de Bienville 


La Compagnie ne peut vous faire expédier, Monsieur, des 
lettres de concession en forme pour le terrain que vous avez 
choisy, que vous ne luy ayez envoyé un procez verbal de sa 
Scituation et de son estendue, mais vous trouvarez cy joint la 
ratiffication de l’acte que Messieurs les Directeurs Généraux 
de la Colonie vous ont expédié qui vous met en estat de prendre 
possession en toute sureté de ce terrain et d’y faire tels Etablis- 
semens que vous jugerez 4 propos, les titres en forme ne vous 
manqueront point quand il vous plaira d’en demander, la Com- 
pagnie sera toujours disposée 4 vous faire plaisir et moy en 
particulier trés attentif 4 vous donner des marques de |’attache- 
ment parfait avec lequel je suis, Monsieur, 

Votre tres humble et trés obeissant serviteur, 

 Dartaguiette. 


IV. 


A Messieurs du Conseil 
de la Régie de la Province de la Louisiane. 


Le Sieur de Bienville a l’honneur de vous représanter, Mes- 
sieurs, que la Compagnie luy a accordé une consétion de prés 
_ de trois lieux au dessus de la Nouvelle Orleans qui ne peut 
mettre tout en valleur faute de monde, il auroit envie de pran- 
_-dre sous le bon plaisir du Conseille douze ou quinze familles 
_ Alemandes de ceux qui ont antiérement perdu leurs vivres par 
l’ouragan et qui se trouve par la obligé de chercher & Sangager 
_ pour faire subsister leurs famille, le Sieur de Bienville leurs 

_ eéderoit a chaqun une portion de sa consetion avec des vivres 

- pour un ans, des outils pour remuer la terre, et pour se batir 
et leur avancer des vaches, cochons et volailles 

| Comme le dit le Sieur de Bienville ne peut faire auqun 

traité ni convantions avec les dites familles sans l’agrément du 
Conseil il les suplis de vouloir bien luy accorder 
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De te N ouvelle Orleans ce premier Decembre mil sept cent 


vingt deux. /. Bienville. 


Ven et examiné le marché et passées Mon- 
sieur de Bienville et les famillles Allemandes qui seroinet 
- obligées de commancer un nouvel établissement a cause de la 

mauvaise scituation et des difficultés qui se rencontrent sur le 
terrain qu’elles occupent aux Teinsas et que d’ailleurs elles 
seroient 4 charge 4 la Compagnie pour leur subsistance et les 
nouvelles avances qu’il faudroit leur faire. 

Le Conseil consent que le traitté passé entre Monsieur de 
Bienville et les dittes familles soit exécuté salon sa forme et 
teneur. 

A la Nouvelle Orleans ce onze Decembre mil sept cent 
vingt deux. 3 
| Le Blond de Latour 

Delorme 
Par mes dits Sieurs 
Bouguet./. 
V. 
8 Fevrier 1728. 

Je, Soussigné, Arpenteur de la Province de la Louisianne 
certifie a ceux qu’il appartiendra que le premier jour d’ Octo- 
bre mil sept cent vingt sept, je me suis expressément transporté 
avec le Sieur de Marsilly aussy arpenteur, sur l’habitation de 

la Compagnie des Indes vis a vis de la Nouvelle Orleans pour y 
mesurer les dix huit arpens de mace qu’elle s’est reservée, nous 
avons commancé a la borne de Monsieur Perier, Commandant 
Général, en continuant sur la limite de Monsieur de Bienville, 
nous y avons fait planter une borne de bois de cypres et deux 
piéces ensuite pour fermer la ligne du Sud qui est la limite 
communie de la Compagnie et de Monsieur de Bienville jusques 
a vingt cing arpens en profondeur au bout desquels avons trouvé 
la rencontre ou incidence de la limite communie de Monsieur 
Perier le huitiéme du méme mois. 
; Le méme jour premier d’Octobre nous nous sommes trans- 

porté pour planter la borne de la Compagnie commune avec 
Monsieur Perier, et deux autres piéces de bois de cypres pour 
former la ligne du S. E. que nous avons aussi mesuré jusques & 
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vingt quatre arpens de profondeur ou nous avons fait plusieurs 
- croix a des arbres qui se sont trouvés au point de la dite ren- 
contre des deux limites le trois du méme mois en présence des 
Sieurs Joseph et Amelin tous deux économes. 
f Messieurs Perier et de Noyan sont convenus, ce dernier 
- faisant pour Monsieur de Bienville, aprés avoir été temoins de 
leurs bornes sur le dit fleuve qu’ils prendroient reciproque- 
ment la ligne du S. S. E. pour limite qui est précisément la moi- 
tié de l’angle de 45 degres formé par la rencontre des deux 
lignes mentionnées dans le présent procés verbal, lesquelles ne 
- scauroient estre plus inclinées pour ménager le terrain de la 
-Compagnie qui forme un triangle également et un segment de — 
-cercle fait par la sinuosite de la pointe somme on le voit dans 
le plan. 
Messieurs Perier, de la. de et Broutin qui 
se sont transporté sur le dit terrain sont convenus ensemble de 
- ce qui est suécifié dans le présent que je vérifieray partout ou 


besoin sera. 
Signé: Lassus. Perier. 


De la Chaise. De Noyan./. 


| Je soussigné, arpenteur de la Province de la Louisiane, 
_certifie & ceux qu’il appartiendra que le quinze Janvier 
_ mil sept cent vingt huit je me sui. expressément transporté par 

ordre de Monsieur Perier Commandant Général de la Province _ 
sur la Concession de Monsieur de Bienville de l’autre costé du 
fleuve qui commence a la suitte de l’habitation de la Compagnie 
pour y mesurer le terrain qu’elle contient de face sur le fleuve 
en descendant aprés avoir marqué au sud la limite commune 
entre la Compagnie et mondit Sr de Bienville suivant l’accord 
fait au premier Octobre mil sept cent vingt sept, nous avons 
commencé a la borne de la Compagnie 4 mesurer dix arpents 
courant de face pour Monsieur le Chevalier de Noyan jusques 
a la borne du Domaine de mondit Sieur de Bienville en continu- 
ant nous avons mesuré les quarante sept arpents courant et 
une perche que mondit Sieur de Bienville s’est reservé a la 
suitte des dits dix arpents qu’il a concédé 4 mon dit Sieur Chev- 
alier de Noyan jusques & la borne du Sieur Cardinal ow nous 
avons fait planter trois piquets qui forment la limite du Sud 
qui sera limite commune et permanente 4 tous les habitations 
de la dite terre, lesquels reconnoissent tenir leurs terrains de 
da féodalité directe de mon dit Sieur de Bienville. me 
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Le lendemain seize du méme jour en partant de la borne 
dudit Domaine nous avons mesuré dix arpens courant que mon 
dit Sieur de Bienville a concédé au Sieur Cardinal jusques a la 
borne du Sieur Provenché que nous avons fait planter et donné 
leur limitte communie au Sud en présence des propriétaires. 

Le dix sept Janvier en partant de la borne du dit Sr Car-. 

dinal, nous avons mesuré huit arpents courant au Sieur Proven- 
ché que Monsieur de Bienville luy a concédé jusqu’a la borne dl 
Sieur Augustin Langlois que nous avons fait planter et donné 
leur limite commune au sus dit en leur présence. 
Le méme jour dix sept en partant de la borne du Sieur 
Augustin Langlois, nous avons mesuré six arpents courant que 
mondit Sieur de Bienville a concédé au Sieur Hemery La Sonde 
jusques a la borne du nommé Fleuriet que nous avons fait plan- 
ter en leur donnant la limite au Sud en présence des proprié- 
taires. | 

Le méme jour que dessus en partant de la borne du dit 
Hemery La Sonde nous avons mesuré six arpents courant que 
mon dit Sieur de Bienville a concédé au nommé Fleuriet jusques 
a la borne du Sr Estienne Langlois que nous avons fait planter 
en leur presence en leur donnant leur limitte toujours au Sud. 

Le méme jour en partant de la borne du nommé Fleuriet 
nous avons mesuré sept arpents courant et six perches que mon 
dit Sieur de Bienville a consédé au Sieur Estienne Langlois a 
la borne du plus jeune Langlois que nous avons fait planter 
comme aux precédens. 

Le méme jour en partant de la borne du dit Sieur Estienne 
Langlois nous avons mesuré six arpents courant que Monsieur | 
de Bienville a concédé au plus jeune Langlois jusques a la borne 
de Monsieur Raguet que nous avons fait planter comme les pre- 
cédents. 

Le méme jour que dessus en descendant le fleuve eti en 
partant de la borne du plus jeune Langlois nous avons mesuré 
dix arpents courant que mon dit Sieur de Bienville a concédé a 
mon dit Sieur Raguet jusques a la borne du Sieur Chenier que 
nous avons fait planter comme les précédents. 

Le méme jour dix sept en partant de la borne de lea 
Raguet nous avons mesuré huit arpents courant que mon dit 
Sieur de Bienville a concédé au dit Sieur Chenier jusques 4 la 
borne du Sieur Frangois que nous avons ae planter comme les 


précédents. 
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Le sept de Fevrier de la méme année, en partant de la 
borne du nomme Chenier ayant trouvé le chemin praticable nous 
avons mesure huit arpents courant concédez du reste de la terre | 
de mondit Sieur de Bienville au Sieur Francois jasques a4 la 
borne du nomme Vien que nous avons fait planter en presence 
de Monsieur de Noyan, fondé de procuration et associé de mondit 
Sieur de Bienville et de Messieurs Trudeau et Dalcourt vis a 
vis ol nous avons estimé le milieu de la Pointe Saint Antoine 
de l’autre costé du fleuve, ensuitte toujours en présence des sus- 
nommez avons fait planter trois poteaux de bois de cypres pour 
former la ligne du Sud qui sera limitte commune 4 mondit Sieur 
de Bienville et audit Vien, ainsy finit la terre de mondit Sieur de 
Bienville contenant ensemble cent trente trois arpents courant 
et sept perches le tout bien garanty de levées et de fossez d’écou- 
lement en profondeur, laquelle on mesurera perpendiculaire sur 
la ligne que l’on a mesuré les devantures pour que les habitans 
de la dite terre ayant le produit en superficie de leurs dimensions 
‘suivant la juste déclaration de mondit Sieur de Noyan qui a esté 
temoin de tout ce qui est suécifié au présent proces verbal que 
je vérifieray partout ot besoin sera. 

Fait sur la dite concession le huit Fevrier mil sept cent 
vingt huit. | 

| Signé: Lassus 
Pour Expedition 
Rossard Greffier. 


Nous Chevalier de l’Orde Militaire de Saint Louis et Comman- 
dant Général pour le Roy en cette Province, et Commissaire du 
Roy et son premier Conseiller au Conseil Supérieur de la ditte 
Province, certiffions que le Sieur Rossard est Greffier a audit 
Conseil et que foy doit estre adjoutée a la signature, en témoin 
de quoy nous avons signé le présent fait apposer a iceluy lé cachet 
des armes de la Compagnie des Indes et fait ananblie cia par 
nostre secretaire du Conseil. | : 
a la Nouvelle Orleans le vingt Avril mil sept cent vingt huit 
De La Chaise 
Perier 


Par mes dits Sieurs 
de Chavannes. 
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THE FIRST GREAT WESTERN RIVER CAPTAIN 


A Sketch of the Career of Captain Henry Miller Shreve, Founder 
of Shreveport, Louisiana, with His Own Reports of the 
Removal of The Great Raft of Red River. 


Arranged and Edited by J. FAIR HARDIN of the Shreveport Bar. 


The suit recently appealed from the First.Judicial District 
Court of Louisiana between the Parishes of Caddo and Bossier, 
each claiming the ownership of a valuable tract of land on Red 
River, known as Shreve Island, has caused extended research 
into the early history of the territory adjacent to Shreveport, 
and the changing course of Red River. This has brought to 
light, from long-forgotten files in Washington and New Orleans, 
the story of the removal of the Great Raft and the early develop- 
ment, of the Red River Valley, as given by Captain Henry Miller 
Shreve, in his official reports of his work. 


Full acknowledgment is made to the most complete account of 
_ Captain Shreve’s career that the writer has been able to find, 
_-which is contained in a chapter, pages 67 to 87, of a well-written 
volume edited by Frederick Brent Read, on early American inven- 
tors, bearing the somewhat unfortunately dramatic title of “Up 
the Heights of Fame and Fortune,” published at Cincinnati in 
1873 “for subscribers only,” a copy of which was obtained from 
the Library of Congress, through the interest of Congressman 
N. Sandlin. 


‘THE YOUNG INDIAN TRADER. 


In the year 1787, while the Revolutionary Fathers were 
framing the Federal Constitution at Philadelphia, and John Fitch — 
was offering them free rides in his steamer on the Delaware, 
Colonel Israel Shreve, who had commanded the Second Regiment 
of New Jersey Patriots, migrated from his old homestead in > 
Burlington County, New Jersey, to “Washington Bottom,” in the 
valley of the Monongahela, and purchased a farm on the first 
tract of land that Washington had surveyed west of the Alle- 

_ ghanies, in 1748. Henry Miller Shreve was born October 21, 
1785, in Burlington County, New Jersey, and, therefore was not 
_. two years old when his father moved to the new home in Penn- 
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sylvania. Althobg the family were Quakers, and bound by their 
rules to non-resistance, the father and his eldest son, John Shreve 
—who was a lieutenant under the father—had obeyed the sum- 
mons to the field at the opening of the Revolution, and fought 
gallantly throughout the great contest for liberty.’ 

Arrived at his majority, after receiving an education that is 
reflected in the clearness and correctness of his reports and by 
his subsequent achievements, young Shreve determined, in 1807, 
to build at Brownsville, on the Monongahela, a barge of thirty- 
five tons burden. He manned it with a crew of ten men, for a 
voyage to St. Louis, where he landed, after a trip of forty days, 
late in December. He purchased a cargo of furs, and on his 
return to Pittsburgh forwarded them to Philadelphia. He con- 
tinued in this trade for three years on his own account, and with 
considerable profit. 

In 1810 he Retermined to try his Sethe in a new field, 
which had been mainly worked by British traders, and on the 
2nd of May, in a new barge of thirty-five tons, manned by twelve 
men, and loaded with a finely assorted cargo, Captain Shreve left 
St. Louis for Fever (afterwards Galena) River. After various. 
delays to hunt food and trade, he landed where Galena, Illinois, 
now stands, after a trip of fourteen days. He began his traffic 
with the Indians, and in six weeks had bought sixty tons of lead. 
With so great a weight, he was forced to build a flat-boat, and » 
to buy a Mackinaw boat to transport his return cargo. After — 
a voyage of twelve days he arrived at St. Louis, but continued on 
to New Orleans, and shipped the lead thence to Philadelphia, 
realizing from the venture a profit of over $11,000.00. This was 
the beginning of the American lead trade on the upper Missis- 
sippi; but so many went into the trade from St. Louis that the 
business was soon overdone. Captain Shreve returned to 
Brownsville, where he built a barge of ninety-five tons, with 
which he entered upon regular voyages between Pittsburg and 
New Orleans, in which he continued for four years.’ 


SHREVE IN THE BATTLE OF NEW ORLEANS. 


On December 1, 1814, when he was twenty-nine years of 
age, Captain Shreve left Pittsburg in command of the steamer 


1Records Adjutant General’s Office, War Dept.; Heitman’s Historical Register 


Officers of Continental Army, Ist Ed. p. 365. 
ee: s Encyclopedia, Vol. 11, p. 198; Missouri Republican, St. Louis, Mar. 6, 


1851. 
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“Enterprise,” French’s.diminutive craft, but half the size of the 
barge he had commanded for four years previously in the long | 
voyage of 2,000 miles through the great bends of the Ohio and 
Mississippi:* He had on board what he in patriotic pride felt to 
be precious freight, a load of ordnance and military stores for 
General Jackson’s army at New Orleans. About two months 
previously three keel-boats, laden with small arms for the same 
army, had left Pittsburgh, but under permission -to trade by the 
way—a strange contract which endangered, it is said, the safety 
of New Orleans, then threatened by the British expedition under > 
General Pakenham. In his voyage, Captain Shreve felt a double | 
anxiety; for the trip was his first in a steam vessel, and the 
supplies he was carrying were of the first importance to the best 
-interests of his country. Born of good Revolutionary stock, an 
ardent Republican, and a warm advocate of the war then waging 
against England, he felt in common with the people of the West 
extreme indignation at the burning of Washington City by the 
enemy. He knew that it was of vast moment that General Jack- 
son should receive his military supplies without delay, and in a 
fortnight they were safely landed in camp. As anticipated, he 
found great excitement prevailing on hi¢ arrival in New Orleans, 
and after receiving the thanks of the commanding General, he 
was ordered to proceed up the Mississippi and tow down the long 
delayed keel-boats. He was absent six and one-half days, during 
which time his little steamer had run 654 miles, and returned 
safely to New Orleans with the small arms and ammunition so 
much needed. From that time to the 3rd of January, he was. 
engaged in transporting material from the city to the final battle- 
ground of the 8th of that month. On the 3rd, he received notice 
that the commander-in-chief_desired him to call at headquarters, 
which he immediately did. 


On reporting to General Jackson he was thus addressed: 
“Capt. Shreve, I understand that you are a man who will always 
do what you undertake. Can you pass the British batteries on 
the bank of the river nine miles below, and with your steamer 
bear supplies to Fort St. Philip?” After a moment’s reflection, 
which convinced him of the extreme danger of the enterprise, 
and suggested a mode of success, he answered: “Yes, if you will 


' SWharf Register at New Orleans from 1812 to 1821 quoted in Chambers’ Lou- 
isiana, Vol. 1, p. 526; La. Hist. Quarterly, Vol. 3, No. 1, p. 40, Jan., 1920. 
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give me my own time.” ‘What time do you require,” asked the 
General. “Twenty-four hours,” was the reply. It was then 
_. agreed that the supplies should be put on board the steamer by 

' 4 o’clock that afternoon, and the effort made to pass the British 
before the next morning. The British were encamped several 
miles below the city, and had erected batteries so as to command 
the river. It was of great moment that Fort St. Philip should 
be relieved before the enemy advanced, in order that it might 
be made the key to subsequent operations whatever the issue of 
_the impending battle. 

That evening, the steamer was run down to a position just 
above the British batteries. The side most exposed had been 
completely covered with cotton bales, fastened securely to the 
_ vessel with iron hooks. By midnight a dense fog covered the 
river, and screened all objects from view. Taking advantage of 
that circumstance, Capt. Shreve put his steamer in motion, under 
“a slow head of steam,” with muffled wheel; the strictest silence 
having first been enjoined on the crew. As anticipated, he passed 
wholly unobserved by the sentries on the shore. Reaching the 
Fort in safety, he discharged his freight, and on the next night 
repassed the batteries, undiscovered, until beyond effective range 
of the enemy’s long guns. Only a few spent balls struck the 
cotton bales by which his vessel was protected. This daring 
exploit excited the greatest admiration in General Jackson’s cP, 
and received his marked commendation.* 

The day previous to the battle of the 8th of January, Cap- 
tain Shreve requested permission to join the ranks; and he was 
accordingly stationed at the sixth gun—a long twenty-four 
pounder, in Col. Humphrey’s battery. There he shared in all the 
perils and glories of that remarkable: victory—ready to aid his 
country in any manner possible, and at all necessary risks.' It was 
during those eventful scenes that he became. familiar with the 
character of General Jackson; and an intimate friendship sprung 
up between them, which nothing but death dissolved. He was one 
of the original seven who made the first demonstration in Louis- 
ville in favor of General J ackson’s election to the Presidency. 


*Nelson’s Encyclopedia, Vol. 11, p. 193; Appleton’s. Cyclopedia American Bio- 


graphy, Vol. 5, p. 517. 
5New International Encyclopedia, 2nd Ed., Vol. 21, p. 53. 
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SHREVE PERFECTS RIVER STEAMBOAT. 

After the battle of New Orleans; the steamer “Enterprise” 
was sent to the Gulf to exchange prisoners with the British 
fleet; subsequently with troops up the Red River, and then made 
nine trips to Natchez. “Captain Shreve brought the first steam- 
boat into Red River, the ‘Enterprise,’ in April, 1815. The next 
trip he made to Natchitoches, then the head of navigation of the 
Red River.’ The first descent of the Mississippi by a steamboat 
had been accomplished in 1812. On the 6th of May, 1815, Cap- 
tain Shreve determined to make an effort to ascend the Missis- 
,8ippi and Ohio to Louisville. Although every previous attempt 
had signally failed, he was convinced that he could succeed. On 
the 31st of the month the “Enterprise” reached Louisville, the 
first steam vessel that ever performed that voyage.’ 
| Herbert Quick in his recent interesting volume on “Missis- 
sippi Steamboatin” (1926) gives the following sketch of Captain 
Shreve’s early career as a steamboat Captain :* 


“To make the steamboat traffic hum, build boats that 
would ably carry the many immigrants into the new land, 
take care of their produce and bring them the necessary 
goods, a river man was needed, a man who knew the 
demands of the rivers, who could steer a craft in a pitch 
black night through snags and rocks and come out with 
not a timber scratched. 

“That man was Captain Henry M. Shreve who first 
comes into the picture as commander of the “Enterprise,”’ 
the second boat made by- Daniel French and Daniel D. 
Smith. French was a maker of engines, one of which 
made steam for the ‘Enterprise,’ a stern-wheeler eighty 
feet long with a twenty-nine foot beam. She was 
launched at Bridgeport on the Monongahela in the spring 
of 1814, and that winter was taken by Shreve to New | 
Orleans, where General Jackson demanded her services. 
But war or no war the Fulton-Livingston monopolists 
had her seized, and she is of importance chiefly because 
it was over her that Shreve fought his first skirmish 

_* against the easterners who said that they had to be paid 
for every steamboat built on the western rivers. 

“In 1815, while Shreve’s case was going to the United 
States Supreme Court after he had won in the inferior 


‘Dr. Milton Dunn in La. His® Quarterly, Vol. 3, ‘No. 1, pp. 39, 40, Jan., 1920; 
Chambers’ Louisiana, Vol. 1, p. 525. 

™New International Encyclopedia, 2nd Ed., Vol. 21, p. ‘53. Encyclopedia Brit., 
11th Ed. p. 1015. : 

8Pp, 88-94. 
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Court, the ‘Enterprise’ made her first trip from New 
Orleans to Louisville under steam; going on flood water, 
it was not regarded as a conclusive test, but Shreve was 
not worrying about conclusive tests and the ‘Enterprise’ ; 
he had gone on up the river with a big job in mind. 
“This job was the ‘Washington.’ It was built that 
year at Wheeling by George White under Shreve’s exact- 
ing direction. Shreve, as a river captain, had seen the 
foolishness of building a river boat to look like a sea- 
going vessel. Shreve had seen steamboats run aground 
in water over which flatboats had floated with ease. He 
wanted a boat that was thoroughly navigable, not a boat 
like the ‘Vesuvius’ of ‘the ‘Aetna’ or the ‘Buffalo’ | 
which the Fulton-Livingston Company had put into ser-. 
vice down river. The ‘Vesuvius,’ for example, had 


‘grounded on her first run from New Orleans to Louisville 
“and lay helplessly on her side for five months. Shreve 


wanted a flatboat. Let all the other builders make deep 
round hulls and set their machinery down in them! 
Shreve would fashion a flat, shallow hull and put up his 


-boilers and engines on the main deck. And he’d put a 


second deck over the main deck. 

“And so Captain Henry M. Sheeve built the first 
double decker on the rivers, the first of those boats that 
were so ugly they were good looking, that were to bring 
the settlers on into the West, and that were, incidentally, 
to cast a glow of romance over the whole frontier scene. 

“But it was not in its outward appearance alone that 
Captain Shreve changed the steamboat. He also revolu- 
tionized the engines which were to make the steam. Those © 
of the Fulton boats were heavy, low pressure condensing 
machines with stationary vertical cylinders; and French’s 
engines were much the same, except that the cylinders 
oscillated. When Shreve came to design he used station- 
ary horizontal cylinders with oscillating pitmans, the type 
that nearly all boat-builders were to follow. The cut-off 
valve, which utilized the expansive force of the steam . 


and made a saving of one third in fuel, was Shreve’s. 


And he also developed steam pressure high enough to. 
obviate the pull of condensing exhaust steam, to accom- 
plish which he put flues in his boilers, dispensing with the 
heavy, bulky condenser which had kept the Fulton boats 
low in the water and limited their freight capacity. “Why 
use the same water over and over again when there is 
plenty in the river and a. little,added pressure will more 
than makeup for the relegation of the condenser-vacuum 
to the junk pile? Shreve answered this question for him- 
self, and all the river engineers that came after him 
profited by his decision. 
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“Shreve’s ‘Washington’ was 148 feet long with en- 
gines, built by French closely after Shreve’s plan, having 
a 24 inch bore and a six foot stroke. Going down to New 
Orleans in September, 1816, he demonstrated over every 
mile of water the superiority of the flat-hulled, high-pres- = ~ 
sure boat to all others. And in the next spring, March 12, 
1817, he began a round trip from the Falls of the Ohio 
to New Orleans, which took him just 41 days, the up- 
stream journey being made in 25 days. The water was 
normal, but the boat rode high over the rocks in the Falls. 
And back in Louisville once more the townspeople gave 
Shreve a public dinner. | 

““Gentlemen,’ said the master of ceremonies after a 
complimentary speech to Captain Shreve, ‘we have seen 
how Captain Shreve, by the wondahs of his new craft, has - 
brought us much closer to the seaboa’d at N’Awlins. But, 
Gentlemen,” the speaker went.on, his voice impressively 
hushed, ‘some of us will live to see the day when the trip 
from New Orleans to Louisville will be made in ten days, 
I am confident.’ If the speaker lived for 34 years more 
he saw that trip made not in ten days but in four days, 
nine hours and thirty-one minutes! 

‘‘And the time was to come, in just 20 years from the 
date of the dinner, when river boats of the type of 
\ Shreve’s ‘Washington’ outweighed in tonnage all ships 

of the Atlantic seaboard and the Great Lakes combined. 

But that was a long way off, and much trouble lay in 

store for the boatman meanwhile. For Chancellor Liv- 

ingston and his company would not give up his fourteen- 

year monopoly without a fight. And Shreve was willing 

to fight them. On his first trip down with the ‘Washing- 

ton,’ Shreve was met by Livingston, who inspected his 

boat and admitted her many advantages over his own. 

‘But,’ said Livingston, ‘I tell you, young man, you deserve 

eee well of your country, but we shall be compelled to beat 


you in the courts.’ 


SHREVE BREAKS THE FULTON MONOPOLY. 


Several efforts on the part of Spain, France, and England 
to command the navigation of the Mississippi River were made, 
but the general government and the Western pioneers resisted 
all such efforts. In 1788, Congress had resolved that they had 
no intention to give up to Spain the navigation of that river— 
“that the free navigation of the river Mississippi is a clear and > 
essential right of the United States.” But a corporation nearly 
effected in 1815 what had been so resolutely opposed for more 
than a century. | 
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_ At an early day after his patent had been obtained, Fulton 
associated himself with Robert R. Livingston, of New York 
with the view of monopolizing the trade of the Western States 
and Territories. Failing to procure a charter from several 
‘Legislatures to which they applied, they finally obtained, in 1811, 
a legislative franchise from Orleans Territory, granting to them 
the exclusive right “to navigate all vessels propelled by fire and © 
steam on the rivers in said Territory.” This was granted by 
Chapter XXVI of the Acts of Second Session, Third Legislature | 
of the Territory of Orleans, April 19, 1811, p. 112. 


By this unwise enactment the territorial Legislature sought 
to place in the hands of a monopoly the keys to Western commerce | 
—a throttling of the Mississippi, as fatal to trade as the attempts 
by the Spanish Government in 1802. That corporation laid its 
grasp upon the River, resolved to extort tribute, for all coming 
time, from the people of half the continent. It dared not rely on 
Fulton’s patent, for the invention of Fitch claimed precedence, 
and French’s ingenuity had secured a patent equally valuable; 
hence it sought, by corporate privileges, to make trade sub- 
servient to the aggrandizement of the few, instead of leaving it 
open to fair competition. 


Among those who opposed this plan, Captain Shreve stood 
foremost. He determined to resist their actions in every way 
known to the law. Anticipating that a protracted legal con- 
troversy would commence as soon as the steamer “Enterprise” 
arrived at New Orleans, he had consulted while there with his 
barge, in the spring of 1814, A. L. Duncan, Ksq., one of the most 
prominent members of the bar, and gave him five hundred dollars 
as a retaining fee, together with a note for fifteen hundred more, 
to be paid on the successful termination of the impending suit. 
That foresight was fortunate; for, on learning that the “Enter- 
prise” was on her way down the river, the company retained in 
its service the best talent of the New Orleans bar, and offered 
to Mr. Duncan three thousand dollars if he would remain silent. 
But he frankly replied that he was Captain Shreve’s counsel, 
and had advised him to oppose the demands of the corporation. 
On the first arrival of that steamboat, New Orleans was under 
martial law, and she was not seized until May 6, 1815, the day 
fixed for her departure for Pittsburgh; but his counsel, anticipat- 
ing the step, had the necessary bond ready. The “Enterprise” 
was accordingly released, and pursued her voyage. In a few 
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months the trial took place in the inferior court, and resulted in 
a decision in favor of “free navigation.” “The cause,” says Read, 
“‘was removed by writ of error to the Supreme Court of the Ter- 
ritory; and the act of incorporation was there — un- 
constitutional, in the year 1816.’ 

But the monopoly resolved not to relinquish its vetetinnie on 
the first defeat.. Hence, when the “Washington” reached New 
Orleans, in the fall of 1816, she was also seized, and Captain 
Shreve arrested. By advice of counsel, he refused to give bail, 
and the officer expostulated with him strongly, offering to receive 
his bond without sureties, rather than take him ta prison. While 
they were conversing, however, the rumor had pris along the 
levee, and an immense crowd collected, determined to oppose 
the arrest. At the request of Captain Shreve, no outbreak oc- 
curred, and he agreed to go to the office of Edward Livingston, 
who, with John R. Grymes, was the principal counsel for the 
company. The crowd followed; but on reaching Mr. Livingspon’ Ss 
office, Captain Shreve was prudently released. 
| The steamer, when seized, was instantly abandoned ~ the 
Marshal; and Mr. Duncan applied to the Court for an order on 
the company to give bail for damages, caused by her detention. 
Messrs. Livingston and Grymes resisted the motion, but it was 
granted. They then became seriously alarmed for their monopoly. 
Public sentiment cheered on their opponent, eminent jurists sus- 
tained his cause, and he could not be intimidated into a compro- 
mise. Messrs. Livingston and Grymes offered him in behalf 
of their clients, one-half of all the advantages of their monopoly, 
if he would instruct his counsel to so shape the defense as to ~ 
cause a decision to be rendered against him. | z 

The temptation was powerful, but he had commenced the 
controversy for other objects than private gain. He felt the 
force of his position—that on him hung the right of free naviga- 
tion—that his companions on the waters of the West looked to 
him as their leader and. representative in the struggle; and he 
was equal to the occasion. He had dared to risk his fortune in 
a contest, single-handed, against the most powerful monopoly of 
the times, and the same spirit which prompted him to resist at 
first, impelled him to spurn the bribe and lose this chance of great 
wealth. The issue was one of vast moment to the millions who 


*"New International Ency., 2nd Ed., Vol. 21, p. 53; Chambers Louisiana, Vol. 
1, p. 525. 


“4 
» 

ad 

4 
= 
‘ 


34 The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 


received the i hefits of the free navigation of the Mississippi 

and its branches. 
Careful search has been made by the author in the abies : 

of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the Territory and of the 

State for the above mentioned case of the “Enterprise,” without 

result, although both Read and Quick refer positively to it, but 

neither giving any specific reference. Quick even states that it 

was appealed to the United States Supreme Court, but that ap- 

pears doubtful, and it has not been found in the reports of that 


court. 


SHREVE’S INFLUENCE ON RIVER TRAFFIC. 


After the memorable success of Captain Shreve with the 
“Washington,” all fears respecting the navigation of Western — 
waters by steamboats seem to have vanished. Boat-yards were 
established at convenient points and steamboat building was ac- 
tive. It is difficult, at this late day, to appreciate the enthusiasm 
excited among “the people of the West” over the achievements 
of the “Washington” and her gallant captain. Dr. McMurtrie, 

~ In his sketches of Louisville, published in 1819, remarks: “Next . 
to Fulton the Western country owes a vast debt of gratitude to 
Captain Henry M. Shreve. It is to his exertions, his example, and, 
let me add, to his integrity and patriotic purity of principle, that 
it is indebted for the present flourishing state ofits navigation. 
The offer of the Livingston Company was rejected with scorn 
and indignation, and the affair left to justice, whose sword in- 
stantly severed the links that enchained commerce on the Western 
rivers.” Had Shreve been. weak and grasping, how different the 
result! How long would the great monopoly have held control 
of steamboats, and the prices of transportation for eras and 
passengers ? 


“But even ‘before the case was 3 decided, ” says Quick, 
“the Washington’ was no more. Shreve had built well, 
but he had made one mistake: weak boilers. On June 9, 
1817, while the ‘Washington’ was going full speed ahead 
there was an explosion on the main deck and a simultane- 
ous outrush of steam that enveloped the vessel as if it 
were in a cloud. The boiler had broken, tearing the tim- 
bers, with it, and the ‘Washington’ went down in deep 
water. Shreve escaped, and lived to do more good service 
to the rivermen by building and operating a boat to take 
the snags, those Nemeses of so many craft, out of the 
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river. It was made by fastening two steamboats together 
by timbers, with a sort of cow-catcher in front. These 
beams were run against the discovered snags, raising 
seve ty of the water and bucking them into small, harm- 
ess bits.” | 


In 1824 Captain Shreve finished his new steamer “George 
Washington,” which was constructed on the model now in com- 
mon use—the first built with the cabin on the upper, or what had 
been known as the hurricane deck. The previous boat built by — 
him was the “United States,” which had been a year or two in 
service, and like the other steamers built before the “George > 
Washington” had toe much the form of a sea or lake vessel, 
making the draught too great for the frequent shallow water of 
navigation on Western rivers, and was not adapted to accommo- 
date the increasing crowds of passengers. | | : 

Some of the partners of Shreve objected to the plan of his 
new venture, saying that the boat would be too “top-heavy,” and 
consequently they refused their consent to the experiment, until 
he demonstrated by mathematical calculations that the weight of 
- the upper deck and cabin, when filled with passengers, would be 
less than that of the deck-loads carried in the common “two- 
deckers,” previously in use. Some years before he had introduced 
the double engine, which was usually connected with a stern- 

wheel, because a boat could more easily be managed than when 
having side-wheels moved by a single crank. The numerous 
sharp bends and dangerous snags in the rivers required that 
boats should be thoroughly under the control of the pilot, and to 
secure this, more than the rudder was necessary. To effect his 
purpose more completely, Captain Shreve constructed the “George 
Washington” with side-wheels, each to be worked by a separate 
engine. Thus the pilot and engineer could make sudden turns | 
and manage the largest steamer as easily as a skiff with oars. 
When this new feature was suggested it met with general ridicule, 
and his associates very reluctantly consented to its being tested. 

The predictions of Captain Shreve were soon verified, and the 
“George Washington” became the model for all Western steam- 
boats.*° His daily experience, aided by his habits of close prac- 
tical observation in all matters pertaining to steam navigation, 
guided by sound judgment and great sagacity, enabled him, 
- through a long course of years, to be of far more essential service 


WYNew International Encyclopedia, 2nd Ed., Vol. 21, p. 53. 
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to his country than Fulton ever was. His sibetnslite in steam- 
boat improvements is far more manifest at this late day, and his 
innovations were manifestly the result of his own reflections, 
since we know that he was unaided by the counsel of scientific 
friends. 

If Fulton’s inventions entitle him to the great fame awarded 
by the world, why should not equal merit be awarded Captain 
Shreve, whose improvements upon those inventions, in so far as 
they related to river steam-boat sis ti — all others 
within less than twenty years? © | 


HEADS WESTERN RIVER IMPROVEMENT. 


| From the records of the War Seniectment. it may be seen 
that on the 5th of July, 1824, Captain Shreve wrote an interesting 
reply to a circular, issued in May preceding, by Major-General 
Macomb, in which many important suggestions were made to the 
Government. In that letter he affirmed that “the river may be 
entirely freed from snags and all such obstructions,” naming 
several modes by which it could be done. He offered to submit . 
for inspection, if desired, the model of a machine invented by him 
in 1821 for that purpose, but the request was not made. The 
Department chose to offer a premium of a thousand dollars for 
the best plan for removing snags, sawyers, etc.; for which Captain 
Shreve declined to compete. Finally, through John C. Calhoun, 
the former suggestions of Captain Shreve were again brought 
to the notice of the Department and it was decided that he should 
be appointed Superintendent of Western River Improvements. 
On the 10th of December, 1826, his commission was forwarded 
to him, and he accepted it January 2, 1827, holding this position 
until 1841." 

To aid in his work he built the snagboat “Heliopolis” i in 
1829. During the same year he invented a steam marine oan 
ing ram for harbor defense, the result doubtless of his contests 
with rafts and snags.’” 

We can well let Captain Shreve, this man of seeming in- 
domitable will, who was ever ready for any contest, whether with 
- man or nature, continue the story of how he did this work which 
the government gave him, a work in which he again was a 
pioneer, and in truth a blazer of a great river trail. The originals 
"New International Encyclopedia, 2nd Ed., Vol. 21, p. 58; Records Chief of — 


Engineers’ Office War Dept. 
Encyclopedia Americana, 2nd Ed., Vol. 24, p. 757. 
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‘of some of these reports are preserved in the office of the Chief 
_ of Engineers, in the War Department at Washington. Others 

could ‘not be found there, but certified copies, made in 1847, were 
‘found in the original record of the famous suit of United States 
versus Jehiel Brooks, Number 1459, on the docket of the old 
United States Circuit Court at New oe which was finally 


won by Col. Brooks. | 
CADDO INDIANS CEDE SITE OF SHREVEPORT. 


This suit itself is full of interest, involving the title to the 
. noted “Grappe Claim” of four square leagues in Caddo Parish 
reserved by the Caddo Indians in the treaty of cession of their 
lands to the Federal Government.’* It also involved the charges 
of fraud against Colonel Brooks in the negotiation of the treaty 
and the subsequent purchase by him of the Grappe Reservation. 
Shreve learned of the reports of fraud while working on the Raft, 
and addressed the following letter to President Jackson :** 


Red River Raft, Louisiana, April 29, 1836. 


Sir: I have understood, from a source that can be relied on, 
that an extensive fraud has been practiced on the United States 
by the agent of the Government making a treaty with the Caddo 
Indians in this vicinity in July last. Believing it to be my duty 
to give information in such cases, I relate the facts to you as I 
have them; they are as follows: The interpreter officiating in 
making the treaty was sworn to secrecy. This fact I have from 
the interpreter himself, (John Edwards); a reserve was made 
of four leagues of land, commencing at the Pascagoula bayou, 
running up the river for quantity, including all the land between 
the bayou Pierre and Red River. By the meanders of the river, 
it will include a front of about thirty-six miles, and contain not 
less than 34,500 acres of the best land on Red River, being the 
tract described by me in a letter in reply to Elbert Herring, Esq., 
inquiring of me, under date of the 30th April, 1834. The reserve 
was made to a half-breed Caddo, or to his heirs, without any 
knowledge on their part of the transaction, until after the rati- 
fication of the treaty, when the agent came direct from Washing- 
ton to Campte, the residence of the half-breed’s heirs, and bought 
from them the whole of the reserve at $6,000. It would have — 
been sold by the Government for upwards of $150,000, if not 
double that amount. I am also informed that the principal chiefs 
of the Caddoes did not understand that such a reserve had been 
made. The witnesses to the treaty were also ignorant of such 

a clause having been in it. The opinion that prevails here is, 


1310 Howard U. S. Sup. Court Rep., pp. 448-451. , 
4Report No. 1035 Ho. of Rep. 27th Cong. 2nd Session Aug. 20, 1842 “The Caddo 


Indian Treaty” pp. 96, 97. 
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that it wads a premeditated plan to defraud the Government, as 
the half-breed alluded to had no claims on the Caddo tribe. Not 
one individual of the heirs, twelve in number, lived within sixty 
miles of the-Gaddo boundary. They are the children of a negro 
woman. : 

Under all the circumstances, I am clearly of the opinion that 
an extensive fraud has been practised on the Government by the 
agent. Still I may judge wrongfully, and donot wish my name 
to be made use of, as giving the information, unless it may be 
necessary to investigate the case. I should not have meddled 
with the transaction, did I not deem it my duty to do so. I beg 


you will therefore excuse my making this communication} to- you 


direct. 
I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


HENRY M. SHREVE. 


His Excellency ANDREW JACKSON, 
President of the United States, Washington. 


In this treaty, signed July 1, 1835, the present site of Shreve- 
port, “one Section of land,” was also reserved by the Caddoes | 
for their half-white friend and interpreter, Larkin Edwards. 
The Caddo Agency, whexe the treaty was negotiated between 
Jehiel Brooks, as Commissioner for the United States, and 
Twenty-five Caddo Chiefs,** was located on the West bank 
of Bayou Pierre, some three miles south of the present city of 
Shreveport, according to Captain Shreve’s “rough sketch” of the 
river, attached to his report of September 30, 1833, the only one . 
which bears his autograph. The exact location is on the bluff 
just south of the point where the Forbing-Lucas road and the 
Grappe line together cross Bayou Pierre.** The original of this 
sketch, with Capt. Shreve’s notations thereon, and of this report 
are preserved in the Chief of Engineers’ office in the War De- 
partment, and photostat copies are in possession of the author. 
A copy of the map is reproduced herein, accompanying that part 
of the report which refers to it. The remainder of that report 
has been omitted for the reason that it relates to his operations 
on the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. In the record of this old 
suit of Jehiel Brooks there is also filed a map showing the terri- 
tory ceded by the Caddoes in the treaty of 1835 comprising most 
of the present parish of Caddo, a copy of which, executed by Mr. 
D. A. Somdal, is herewith given. 


Id. pp. 96, 97; £0 Howard U. S. Sup. Court Rep., pp. 449, 450. 
Map, Geo. W. Morse Survey of Grappe Claim, 1842, in La. State Land Office. 
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SHREVE REMOVES THE RED RIVER RAFT. 


The series of reports not only gives a complete account of the 
Raft and of Shreve’s operations in removing it, but his last report 
especially illustrates anew the resourcefulness and determination 
of the man, who, when his appropriated money gave out, after 
unusually high water had caused the raft to reform and cut off 
some steamboats that had already proceeded into the upper 
reaches of the river, obtained a loan from a bank at Washington, 
Arkansas, of $7,150.00, no inconsiderable sum. for that time and 
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place, simply upon his assurance that Congress would refund it, 
and proceeded to finish his work! 


ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 5, 1832. 

Sir: It having been suggested to this department, that the 
plan of operations, heretofore acted on, for overcoming the ob- 
structions to the navigation of the Red river, presented by the 
great raft, which plan is that of opening short canals and deepen- 
ing bayous with a view to effect a passage around the raft, is 
not such as to ensure permanent benefit; and it having also been 
suggested that the raft itself may be removed at an expense not 
exceeding that attending the execution of the present plan, the 
department is desirous of ascertaining your views as to the — 
practicability of the project for removing this raft. I have to 
- request, therefore, that you will communicate with this office on 
, the subject as soon as your duties will permit. 

It is believed that the small steamboats at present engaged on 
the Ohio might, as soon as their operations on that. river are 
closed, be despatched to the Red river to make trial of the pro- 
posed project, by commencing at the foot of the raft, and remov- 
ing the timbers of which it is composed in detail throughout to 
its head. This, however, must be considered by you as but a 
mere suggestion for the present, as no further measures in the 
matter will be taken till your communication in answer is received. 


Very respectfully, &c. 
; C. GRATIOT, Brig. Gen. 
Henry M. Shreve, Esq. | 
| Sup’t, &c. Louisville, Ky. 


LOUISVILLE, September 29, 18382. 
| Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 5th instant, relating to the removal of the great raft in Red 


: _. river, and thereby improving the navigation of that river in a 
‘more permanent manner than by excavating canals and deepening 


-bayous around the different sections of the raft, and requesting 
views or®that subject. 
“+ From the best information I have on the subject of the raft 
alluded to, I am of the opinion that, by the application of the 
proper means to accomplish such an object, that raft may be 
- removed at much less expense than canals can be excavated 
around the raft, and a better navigation would of course be ob- 
tained by the removal of the raft, than can, by an} means, pos- 
sibly be obtained by canals at any expense. 

To accomplish that object, I would recommend that the hanks | 
of the river should be cleared of all the trees that are now on 
its banks in and near the water, which are so situated as to be 
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liable to obstruct the free passage of the floating timber as it 
passes down the stream, after it may have been loosened from the 
lower end of the raft. By this means the masses of timber which 
now form that great raft, after being loosened from the lower 
end, will find its way to the Mississippi river, and from thence 
to the Gulf of Mexico, and will not be liable at any other point to 
form similar rafts. 

The operation of clearing the timber above alluded to, from 
the banks and bed of the river below the raft, will doubtless be 
attended with less labor, and consequently less expense, than will 
be otherwise required to loosen and keep the timber rom the 
raft afloat in its passage down the Red river to the Mississippi. 
Great benefit to the navigation of the river below the raft will 
_.also be obtained by the removal of the timber alluded to. 


The small steamboats, now at work in the Ohio river, may 
be so worked as to accomplish the object desired, by working 
them during that part of the year when they cannot be employed 
on the Ohio river, and at the most favorable season of the year 
to execute the work required for the removal of the raft, say from | 
the 1st of January to the Ist of July. The snag steamer “Archi- 
mides”’ is also well adapted to execute a portion of that work, 
which could not be accomplished by the Ohio boats, to wit, the 
raising of heavy trees or snags that may and doubtless will be 
found in the raft, with the roots buried in the mud, similar to 
the snags of the Mississippi river. That boat may be employed | 
in the same service from the lst of March to the Ist of July, 
without any detriment to the improvement of the navigation of 
the Mississippi river. 

To accomplish the object, I would recommend, first, to clear 
the banks of the trees below the raft, as before described, a dis- 
tance of about eighty miles, which is as low down as that work 
_ will be necessary. Secondly, commence work at the lower end of 
the raft, by hauling out the logs that form the raft by steam 
power, which may be advantageously applied by the use of the 
boats alluded to. Thirdly, as the work of removing the raft 
progresses up the river, remove the trees which grow up from 
small islands in that part of the river, which causes the formation 
of the raft. These trees should be taken out by the roots, and the 
mud banks formed round the roots removed, which will not be a 
work of much labor, if the necessary skill is put in requisition to 
perform the task. By this means the first cause of the formation 
of the raft will be removed, consequently the improvement will 
be permanent. 

I am sir, very respectfully, 
| Your obedient servant, 
| 3 HENRY M. SHREVE. 
Brig. Gen. C. Gratiot, | 
Chief Engineer, Washington. 
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LOUISVILLE, March 23, 1833. 


Sirk: Your letter dated the 27th ultimo, acknowledging the 
receipt of my reports of work done in the month of December | 
last, and suggesting the employment of .the steam snag-boat — 
Archimedes above the falls of the Ohio, and asking privilege to 
build repairing docks, and authorizing the working of the Archi- 
medes, &c. has been received. 

I have to inform you that the expedition to Red river will 
prevent that boat from working above the falls in Ohio, as con- 
templated, as she is the most important boat I have for the re- 
moval of the raft. She arrived here on the 20th instant. The 
crew which was in her since June last has been paid off; her 
engines have undergone the necessary repairs, and she is now 
in readiness to leave for Red river. Two of the other three 
steamboats are also ready. The other will be repaired and ready 
by the 26th. On that day I shall probably leave. I have all the 
stores on board, and the men shipped. Nothing except a failure 
of my receiving the funds by that day, will delay me longer. I 
have applied the balance remaining in my hands from the Ohio 
and Mississippi, to make the necessary repairs of boats, and 
purchase of stores for subsistence. I hope, however, no delay 
will take place on that account. I find public opinion much 
against the probability of removing the raft; but I am of a dif- 
ferent opinion, and believe that I shall. succeed, However, I am 
not yet discouraged. Your letter of the 6th instant, informing 
me of a requisition in my favor for $21, 663, and yours of the 
8th, relating to my request to have copies of surveys and reports 
of the raft in Red river, have also been received. 

I am, &c. 
BENRY M. SHREVE. 


Brig. Gen. C. Gratiot, 
Chief Engineer, Washington. 


NATCHEZ, 3d April, 1833. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you of my arrival at this 
place, at five o’clock this morning, with the United States steam- 
boats Java and Souvenir, the steamers Archimedes and Pearl 
thirty-six hours ahead. I have a full complement of men, and the 
boats all in good order. I leave for Red river at six, and will 
probably reach the raft on the 9th instant. 
I am, &c. 

HENRY M. SHREVE, 

&e. 


Brig. Gen. C. Gratiot, 
Chief Engineer, Washington. 
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GREAT RAFT, RED RIVER, 
12th April, 1833. 
Sir: I arrived at the seat of the raft yesterday morning; I 
am now about five ‘miles through it. I have found it, thus far, 
easily removed, but great difficulties present themselves in pass- 
ing it out below. The water is within two feet of its highest 
stage; therefore, it is impracticable to clear the banks of the 
timber and willows that grow to low water ‘mark, leaving a 
space in width of about 130 feet from timber to timber, on either 
side of the river, for about fifty miles below the raft. If that 
diffculty was removed, I have no doubt but I could remove the 
whole raft in sixty-six days, with the force I now have at work; 
I am, however, not informed of what may yet be found above. 
If nothing more difficult exists, I hope to effect more than was 
believed by those best acquainted with the raft to be possible, 
even under all the disadvantages of commencing the work at a 
very unfavorable season of the year. I think you may expect the 
raft to be removed, but the timber must be cleared from under 
the banks to complete the work. Thus far the river may be 
made a safe and easy steamboat navigation. I will inform you 
more particularly in a few days hence. 
Fam, 
: HENRY M. SHREVE, 


Brig. Gen. C. Gratiot, ‘Superintendent, &c. 


Chief Engineer, Washington. 


GREAT RAFT, RED RIVER, 
8th May, 1833. 
SIR: I have the honor to inform the department that I have 
progressed through the raft about forty miles: in the main bed 
of the river, in that distance, thirty-one sections of the raft have 
been removed by drawing them out, log by log, and separating 
them in such manner as to pass them down the bayous that lead 
to the swamps and into the low bottoms that are found on either 
the one or the other side of the river, near the whole distance 
from the foot of the raft to this place. The willows and other 
timber that lean over the water are all cut away: the islands 
have been cleared of timber by hauling the trees out by the roots, 

so as to make the navigation good as far as I have proceeded. 
I shall probably be able to reach Coates’s settlement this 
- geason; however, I shall make every exertion in my power to do 
so; if I succeed, the steamboat navigation will be extended about 
eighty miles higher up the river. The keel-boat navigation at 
the same time will be shortened round the raft about two-thirds 
in distance. What portion of the whole labor and expense will 
then be completed, I am not now prepared to say, but, previous to 
my leaving the raft, I will be so well informed, that I may make 
a rough estimate. As relates to the practicability of effecting a 
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complete and permanent improvement, there is no longer a doubt; 
I view it certain of success: nothing but a sufficient amount of 
funds, with enterprise and the requisite skill, is required to render 
the navigation as safe and certain at all stages of water through 
the raft as it now is from the Mississippi to its foot. 

I should have made more frequent communication to the 
department had it not been for the impossibility of sending let- 
ters to Natchitoches without despatching a steamboat to that 
place until I had proceeded thus far up, from whence I am able 
to send by land. 

The health of the men has been good, the work is now pro- 
gressing much faster than when I ns oss "igs the operations. 

am, &c 
HENRY M. SHREVE, 
Superintendent, &c. 


Brig. Gen. C. Gratiot, : 
Chief Engineer, Washington. 


GREAT RAFT, RED RIVER, 

May 16, 1833. 

: Sir: I have to inform you that my progress is yet continued 
in the same ratio through the raft. I am now about fifty-five 
miles up from its foot, at the junction of bayou Pass 4 Gola, 
which passes out from the main bed of the river on its right 
bank and falls into bayou Pierre; it is about as large as the 
main river; I am now engaged in removing some rafts in it, by 
which mean I shall open its channel in such a manner as to be 
a safe deposit for the raft in the main bed, — for twenty 


miles above. 
I am, &c. 


HENRY M. SHREVE, 
Superintendent, &c. 


Brig. Gen. C. Gratiot, 
Chief Engineer, Washington. 


RED RIVER RAFT, 
June 5, 1833. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I am progressing 
with the removal of the great raft, as rapidly as in the commence- 
ment. I am now up within three miles of a point opposite the 
Caddo agency; the distance from this place to the foot of the 
raft, where I commenced operations, is estimated by the settlers 
here at seventy miles. My passage through the river has been 
of such a nature as to render it difficult for me to form any cor- 
rect opinion as to the distance; however, I am of opinion that 
the distance is not so great. I contemplate proceeding upwards 
fifteen days longer; I shall then retrace my steps, and finish the 
work that may have been left incomplete from the height of the 
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water, which is now falling. I shall not be able to proceed so 
far by twelve to twenty miles, as I contemplated when I last wrote 
to you, but will have accomplished quite enough to prove that 
the whole raft can be removed by the application of the necessary 
means. As relates to the expense to the United States, it will be 
no cost, but a large profit on the expenditure. The land on the 
immediate line of the raft will doubtless reimburse the Govern- 
ment four fold in a short time, the whole of which will be set- 
tled with cotton plantations in a very short time. 

My men are not so healthy as in the commencement of the 
work; I have now about twenty-five men on the sick list: the 
weather is severe, and exposes near the whole force to the heat 
of the sun, and constantly in the water. 3 

| : | | I am, &c. 
HENRY M. SHREVE, 
Superintendent, &c. 


»Brig. Gen. C. Gratiot, | 
| Chief Engineer, Washington. 


NATCHEZ, June 27, 1833. 


‘Sir: I have to inform you that my operations, for the pres- 
ent, at the great raft in Red river, were closed on the 23d instant. 
I made as accurate an estimate of the distance I proceeded 
through it as possible, by the run of the boats down, from the 
point I reached to the place of beginning and judge it to be 
tas seventy-one miles. On the passage down I made particular ex- 

aminations at several. places, where I had taken the depth of - 
water when working up, and found that the current produced 
- by the removal of the raft had washed out the deposite from the 
bottom of the river a depth of at least ten feet, which operation 
is still going on a distance of forty miles below the former foot 
of the raft, as well as throughout the whole of the line from 
where it has been removed. When that work was begun the 
current was very slack, not to exceed one-fourth of a mile an 
hour; it has now increased throughout the whole distance to at 
least three miles an hour; that result was produced by the re- 
moval of the mass of timber, and depositing it in the numerous 
outlets and bayous that pass out from the right bank of the river 
into the lakes and swamps, and from thence drove into bayou 
Pierre. One of these bayous, the Pass 4 Gola, was as large as 
the river; it has been filled full of timber from the raft, a distance 
: of about four miles, and so drove in by running a steamboat fre- 
quently against the timber as it was conveyed in, that near all 
. | the water was immediately forced down the old bed of the river. 
: To complete the improvement, all these bayous must be stopped 
up in such a manner as effectually to prevent their washing any 
longer, and draining off the water from the old bed of the river, 
which has sufficient capacity to carry off the whole volume of 
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water, so soon as the timber that has grown up in it since the 
formation of the raft is cut away and the raft removed. I have 
passed through the raft that remains between Norris’s settle- 
ment and Coates’s bluff (where Lieutenant Sewell cut the canal.) 
I found the distance about thirty miles by the meanders of the 
river: there are in that distance forty-six sections of raft, none 
of them so heavy or difficult to remove, as some six or eight 
which have been removed below. The average quantity of timber 
probably equal to those below, that have been taken out. How- 
ever, the labor will be less, as the bayous in these sections are 
larger, and afford better receptacles for the timber, than those 
met with below, where there have been fifty-six sections of raft 
removed, and islands cleared of timber, by drawing the trees 
up by the roots in such.a manner as to effectually remove the 
island, as the current has already washed the sand and mud of | 
which they were formed quite away. The navigation is now 
safe at high water for steamboats, as far as the raft has been 
removed, but by no means completed, as the timber which has 
grown up within the banks of the river must be cut away, and 
the snags which will doubtless appear at low water must be 
removed—a work that must be effected at a low stage of water. 
The snags can be removed by using the machine boats, such as 
in the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. 


As soon as possible after my arrival at Louisville, my ac- 
counts for disbursements, accompanied by a full report of the 
work done, shall be forwarded to the department. 


| I am also prepared to state to the department, in positive 
terms, that the whole of the great raft can be removed in such a 
manner as to be as permanent and safe a steamboat navigation 
as any part of the river, from the raft to the Mississippi. | 

I am, &c. : | 

HENRY M. SHREVE, 
Superintendent, &c. 
Brig. Gen. C. Gratiot, . 
Chief Engineer, Washington. 


Report of work done at the great raft on Red River, Louisiana. 


On the 11th of April last, I arrived at the foot of the 
raft, with four steamboats, viz. the snag-boat ‘‘Archimedes,” the 
“Souvenir,” “Java,” and “Pearl,” all belonging to the United 
States, and one hundred and fifty-nine men, including officers, 
mechanics, cooks, laborers, &c. At 10 o’clock that day, com- 
menced work, and proceeded into the raft on that day about two 
miles, but found the current so slack that the timber, when separ- 
ated, would not float off. The dead water extended, at that time, 
about forty miles below the raft. On the 12th I began to pass 
the timber out of river into the low bottoms and bayous that pass 
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off from the main bed of the river to the lakes and swamps. These 
bayous I have filled up in as effectual a manner as it was practic- 
able at the high stage of water tha prevailed during my stay at 
the raft, throughout the whole distance I proceeded. By that 
means I forced the water, which was carred off by the bayous, to © 
pass again down the’old channel, which has produced a current | 
from the extreme upper end of my operations to the original foot 
of the raft, and forty miles below, of three miles an hour. In the 
distance of seventy-one miles, which I proceeded into the raft, 
I found the mass of timber in fifty-six sections covering about 
one-third of the whole surface of the water. In many places the 
timber ‘was quite solid to the bottom of the river, which I found 
to be an average of twenty-five feet deep. Many places, however, 
immediately above or below a section of the raft, the water did 
not exceed fifteen feet, until after the raft was removed, and a 
current produced by opening a free passage for the water, when 
the banks of mud all disappeared in a short time, and left a uni- 
form depth of twenty-five feet. The islands that had been 
formed by the location of the raft, have all been taken out by 
drawing the trees that grow on them out by the roots, and the 
action of the water on the mud and sand of which they had been 
formed. All the timber that leaned over the water in such a 
manner as to obstruct the navigation, has been taken away as 
effectually as it could be done in high water. The navigation is 
now good for steamboats as high up as the Caddo agency, seventy- 
one miles above where I found the foot of the raft in April last. 
Still great improvements may be made on the same distance by 
cutting away the growth of timber that has sprung up within 
the natural banks of the river, quite down to its extreme low 
water bed, since the formation of the raft. This, however, is 
absolutely necessary, and must be done to put the river in a situa- 
tion to carry the entire mass of drifting timber that annually — 
falls into it, out to the Mississippi, and by that means effectually 
prevent a renewal of the raft. It will also be necessary to extend 
that work to the head of the raft, or as high up as the timber 
may have grown up, so as to form obstructions to the passage 
of the timber that must pass down in the spring freshets. The 
mouths of the bayous which have been cut out from the main bed 
to the swamps, must also be carefully stopped up, so as to turn 
the water back into the original bed, which has sufficient capacity 
— to carry off the whole column of water so soon as the raft is re- 

moved, and the channel brought back to its original course; which 
must be the consequence of filling up the bayous, and taking the 
timber out of the bed through the main river. This work can be 
most effectually done during low water. It will be advisible to 
- do it in the months of October, November, and December. The 
same men may be continued through the high water season. By 
this means the whole work can probably be done by one expedi- 
tion from say 1st of October to 1st of June. 
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From the best information I have been able to obtain, there 
yet remains above seventy miles in length of the great raft. I 
have passed through thirty miles of the remaining raft, which I 
find to differ but little from that already removed, either in 
character or quantity. But near the head of the raft the labor 
will be much increased, owing to the strength, size, and quantity 
of timber. Having more recently fallen into the river, many of 
the trees still retain their branches and roots, which will make 
them much more difficult to remove than timber that has been 
lying in the water so long as to lose the tops and roots by decay. | 
Under these circumstances I am induced to believe that an ap- 
propriation of $100,000 will be as little as the whole work can 
be effectually completed for, if done in a proper manner, gad sO 
finished as to be permanent, and free from all risk of a reforma- 
tion, which must undoubtedly take place if the timber is not 
cleared out of the bed of the river in such manner as to prevent 
the drift logs from lodging on the banks. To accomplish that 
work will probably require about the amourt of labor and ex- 
penditures shown by the occompanying estimate. 

That the removal of the raft can be accomplished, there is 
no doubt. Nothing is required but the necessary funds in the 
hands of an individual who possesses the requisite skill, with 
sufficient energy to put that skill in operation. 

| As relates to the expense of removing the raft, it will be 
_Jepaid at least threefold by the lands that must evidently be re-. 
deemed in the immediate line of the raft. All that land is of the | 
first rate quality for the growth of cotton, and there is now grow- — 
ing the best tobacco made in the United States, on several im- 
provements now in cultivation on the river, about midway of 
the raft. | 
I am, &c. 
HENRY M. SHREVE, 
Superintendent, &c. 
Brig. Gen. C. Gratiot, an 

Chief Engineer, Washington. 

Estimate of the probable amount of funds required to remove the 
remaining balance of the great raft in Red river. 


300 men, including officers, mechanics, and laborers, 


from the Ist October to 3lst May, 8 months ...... 44,000.00 
_ Subsistence of 300 men 8 months, at $7.50 per month ‘ 
6,000 cords of wood for steamboats, at $2.25 per cord.. 13,500.00 
; Wear and tear of steamboats ................... hae 14, 500.00 


HENRY M. SHREVE, Sup’t, &c. 
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Extract from the Annual Report of Shreve, for the year 1833, 
ending the 30th September. 


“For a statement of the operations at the great raft in Red 
river, I beg leave to refer to my report on that subject under date 
of the 30th of J uly last. A rough sketch of the Red river, the 
bayous, lakes and swamps, where the raft is situated, is herewith 
forwarded. It was taken from the foot of the raft to Coates’s 
bluff, as I passed up; from thence to the head, from the best 
information I could obtain. It is by no means strictly correct, 
but will convey a more correct idea of the country than can be 
otherwise given.” 


| LOUISVILLE, Dec. 19, 1883. 
| Sir: Should there be an : aporonviatiinn for the improvement 
of the Red river, by completing the removal of the great raft in 
that stream, I beg leave to mention an additional improvement 
that will be necessary to be made if the raft is removed, and in 
my opinion should be executed, at the same time, or before the 
raft is removed. At the foot of a shoal called the Rapides, in 
the river, about fifty miles from the Mississippi, and the first 
shoal water that is met with in the Red river, there is an exten- 
sive lake on the left bank of the river, which communicates with 
the river by a channel of about two hundred feet in width, and 
at high water about twenty in depth. When the Mississippi is 
high, the back water extends above this lake. The Black river, 
which empties into the Red river, about fifteen miles below the 
lake alluded to, when high, creates a current of the Red river 
from its mouth to the lake, into which it flows by the channel 
above described, or through the forests over the low banks. When 
the three rivers are at certain stages, to produce this effect, 
(which frequently happens,) the driftwood that flows down the 
- Red and Black rivers is stopped between the mouth of. the Black 
river and the communication with the lake, which is almost im- 
passable by boats navigating the Red river. When the raft is 
completely removed, so as to let the timber pass down, which is 
now stopped on the head of the raft, the quantity will be so in- 
creased as to be liable to choke up the river at the point above 
— and form an impassable barrier for many weeks at 

ime 


I would therefore recommend that the sistiienienteations be- 
_ tween the river and the lake be stopped up by means of forming 


* adam of earth, brush and piles, to prevent the waters from flow- 


ing off by that channel in such quantity as to create a current 
up the Red river from the mouth of the Black river to the lake. 
If this plan should be objected to, I would then recommend to 
open a still wider communication with the lake, and clear the | 
bank between the lake and the river, in such a manner as to open > 
a free passage to the timber into the lake. One of these plans 
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must be adopted to remedy the evil that exists in some degree at 
present; and will, when the great raft is removed, be a ‘serious 
impediment to the navigation several months in the year. Either 
of those plans suggested can be done effectually, and will probably 
be of about equal expense, neither of which will cost exceeding 
five thousand dollars, when done in a proper manner. 

I would further beg leave to suggest to the department, that, 
in the event of Congress making an appropriation for the com- 
pletion of the removal of the raft, I am of the opinion that labor 
for the completion of that work will be extremely difficult to 
obtain, unless the superintendent be authorized to hire slaves, 
and take risk of the lives of the negroes. By that arrangement 
the labor can be obtained at $12 per month. Take for example > 
200 slaves at $12 per month for one year, will amount to $28,800, 
and the risk of their lives, valued at $450 each, (by agreement, ) 
say the loss would be fifteen out of two hundred, which will be 
a large calculation, comparing the number with the loss of men 
engaged in the improvement of the Western rivers for the last 
seven years, that will amount to $6,750, added to the whole wages 
for the year, will amount to $35,550. Two hundred men, hired 
at the usual wages ($15 per month) for the same time, will . 
amount to $36,000. By this you will perceive a difference in 
favor of the negroes at $12 per month, and the risk of their 
lives, the sum of $350 dollars. I am induced to suggest this plan, 
under a firm conviction that white free labor will not be obtain- 
able, and slave labor, at the risk of the master, will be still more 
difficult to obtain, but can be had in abundance if the Government 
takes the risk of life, leaving the risk of the slave deserting en- 
tirely on the owner. I would by no means recommend this asa 
general plan; because one of the great advantages of the ex- 
penditure of public funds for internal improvement is the dis- 
tribution of the money among the free laboring men of the coun- 
try. But, in the execution of the work above alluded to, the case 
is different from most others. In that part of the country where 
the work is to be executed, there is no labor to be obtained, which 
makes it indispensable to transport laborers from a distance of 
twelve to fifteen hundred miles, by the way of the Ohio, Missis- 
sippi, and Red rivers. I have formed my opinion on the subject 
from the experience I have had with laborers, and the apparent 
feelings of a large portion of them on the subject of the comple- 
tion of the removal of the raft in Red river. I have made it my 
- business, when an opportunity offered, to sound the men, and find 
an almost universal determination among them not to risk an 
expedition to that river. The existing prejudice has been created 
by the men employed in that river during last spring, many of 
whom came home sick, but few of whom died; still they have 
given out the opinion that the climate is extremely fatal to the 
health of laborers. The severity of the service is also a very 
material objection among the laborers. | 
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I have thought proper to submit these views ins the depart- 
ment thus early, that, if they deemed it in any way expedient, 
some provisions may be made in the bill making the appropriation 
to authorize the measure to be taken, if necessary. | 

I am, &c. 
HENRY M. SHREVE. 


Brig. Gen. C. Gratiot, 
| Chet Engineer, Washington. 


Ky., July 1st, 1835. 


“Sir: I closed my operation on the Ohio river on the 13th of 
November, 1834. On the following day I proceeded to Red River 
with the U. S. Steamboats Java, Souvenir, Pearl; 3 keelboats, 3 
machine boats and 300 men, officers, mechanics, etc. On the Ist 
of December I passed the Rapids of Red River with much diffi- 
culty, after a detention of five days, having to unload all my 
stores, tools, etc., and haul the boats over the reefs of rocks that 
stretch across the river at that place. On the 10th of the same 
month I reached the mouth of the Coshada Chute, about 40 miles 
_ below the Loggy Bayou, where the foot of the raft was located 

on the 11th of April, 1833. From the mouth of this stream 
upwards the Red river becomes narrow, its channel being con- 
tracted to a width of 200 feet, ‘where I found a large number of 
trees growing under the banks of the river, near to and many 
of them in the water, standing in an inclined position, projecting 
their tops near to the middle of the river, and, consequently, 
presenting a formidable obstruction to the navigation of the river, 
and at the same time forming a very great impediment to timber | 
that floats down the river and was liable to produce a renewal 
of the raft. Finding this to’ be the inevitable consequence if the 
timber was left standing, I determined to clear the river from 
the mouth of that stream (Coshada Chute) during the low water. 
Accordingly I commenced operations at that place on the 10th 
of December, 1834, from which place I have cleared all the banks 
and islands of the timber that stood in or near the water at its 
low stage, as far up as the raft had been removed in 1833. That 
work, together with the removal of the snags and remnants of 
raft not removed in 1833, owing to the high stage of water that 
then prevailed, occupied the whole force up to the 20th of Janu- 
ary, 1835. I then proceeded with the clearing of the river from | 
the raft and standing timber as I progressed with the work. On 
the 14th of March I had executed the work as far up as the first 
_point marked on the rough sketch of the river, for a cut-off, 
_furnished with my report of work done in 1833. On examining 

the bend and neck of land at the narrowest point, I found the 
distance around the bend to be about 8 miles and the cut to 
require an excavation of 260 yards in length, 8 yards wide and 
8 yards deep, except through a low flat bottom on the lower side 
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of the neck of land, which was covered with a growth of timber 
30 yards wide. Through that bottom the excavation was 100 
feet wide, 9 feet deep being 5 feet below the lower level of the 
water and 8 feet 8 inches below the upper level, at the time the 
excavation was made, the water then on the lower level about 4 
feet above the low water mark. The excavation was finished by © 
the steam snag boat Archimides and her crew, with the assistance | 
of 15 extra hands, on the second of April. Cubic yards of exca- 
vation: 8,544. In that condition the water was let into the canal 
on the 13th day of May. On the 16th three keelboats passed up 
through the canal and on the 26th the steamboats Souvenir and 
Java passed through without difficulty. The cut was then upward 
200 feet wide and 30 feet deep, being the whole and entire 
channel of the river. Immediately above the cut, in the bend, 
I secured the drifting timber in such manner as to prevent it 
drifting down the stream. The whole raft in the bend was then 
removed from its original position, and stowed in the lower end 
of the bend, except a portion that was used to fill up the mouth 
of the Sand Beach bayou, which runs out of that bend, about 214 
miles above the cut-off. Two and one-half miles above Sand 
Beach bayou is the mouth of Anderson’s bayou, which runs 
across from the Bayou Pierre, 400 yards, and falls into the bend 
with rapid current. At the time the work was executed, nearly 
all the water flowed down the river, passes through Anderson’s 
Bayou from Bayou Pierre, leaving the balance of the bend from 
the junction of Anderson’s Bayou and the Red River up to its 
junction with Bayou Pierre, without a current, a distance of 
seven miles (three miles below the upper end of the canal, and 
four miles above the canal). The effect produced by the opening 
of the canal was.to create a rapid current, say 414 miles an hour, 
from the Bayou Pierre down the old bed of the river, and a 
current of about 214 miles per hour up the old bed of the river, 
from the mouth of Anderson’s Bayou to the Canal (the distance, 
each way, is nearly equal). The length of the Red River has 

been shortened 8 miles by the same operation. The bend has 
been filled with timber about 414 miles, and is yet capable of 
taking in the raft for at least 8 miles higher up than where it 
is now cleared. On the 10th of March the Steamer Souvenir 
passes through Anderson’s Bayou to Bayou Pierre thence into 
the old river above the mouth of Bayou Pierre and commenced 
- operations of the first raft above Coates Bluff, being that entire 
section of the raft around which Lieut. Sewall excavated a canal 
some years since. That boat with a crew of officers, mechanics 
and laborers to the number of 30, effectively removed the whole 
raft in 15 days, at an expense of about $520.00. On the 13th of 
April the work was all finished as high up as Soda Bayou, 15 
miles above the canal. Through this bayou the boats pass that 
_ transport goods, produce, to and from the country above the raft. 

‘It is only navigable for keel boats at the highest stage of the 
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water. The distance from its junction with the river, through 
Soda Lake and Black Bayou, into the river above the raft is esti- 
mated at 48 miles. About two-thirds of the water of Red River 
flows down through those bayous and lakes, being forced out of 
the river at the head of the raft by the back water formed by the 
masses of timber crowded. into the channel, the remaining portion 
of the water that passes down the old bed of the river, through 
the raft, from its head 12 miles, down to the Willow Chute, a — 
bayou through which at least one-half of the water that runs 
down to it, escapes from the old bed of the river, and does not 
return to it again until it passes the raft and falls in at the mouth 
of Loggy Bayou, 7 miles lower down. Williams’ and Benwares 
Bayous run out of the river and carry off all the water in the 
river, which was as clear as lake water. In this distance of 12 
miles the raft was found to be much heavier than any part of 
that removed below since the timber had been drifted into this 
part of the river and forced its water through the passes on 
either side of the river as above described. A deposit of mud 
had accumulated to such extent as to cover a large portion of 
the timber, on which the willow and ‘cottonwood had sprung up 
and taken root on the logs of which the raft was composed. 
Many trees were found growing in that manner as large as 18 
inches in diameter. ‘To remove this description of raft required 
much more labor than any before met with. The greatest delay, — 
however, was for want of current in the river to float the raft 
off after it had been loosened from its bed. To remedy that great 
evil, I was compelled to throw works across the mouths of Ben- 
wares and Williams’ Bayous and the Willow Chute. Those passes 
were so far stopped as to create a current through the river 
below them, sufficient to move the timber down after it was 
loosened from the raft. The current thus created will increase 
as the raft below is removed and the action of the water removes 
the deposit of mud from the bed of the river. The raft was all 
removed within 3 miles of Benwares Bayou, having employed my 
whole force from the 13th of April to the 25th of May to stop the 
bayous above alluded to and to remove nine miles of raft. There 
yet remains to be removed 23 miles of the raft from the point 
where the work stopped on the 25th of May to its head, a large 
portion of which will not be more difficult to remove than what 
has been cleared away below Soda Bayou. But the bayous that 
carry the water off from the river on either side must be stopped 
in such manner as to force the water back into the old bed of the 
river and create a current to drift the timber off as it is loosened 
from the raft. To estimate correctly the expense of removing the 
remainder of the raft is extremely difficult. The work to be done 
to complete the improvements is of such a nature that its cost 
cannot be well calculated. The bayous to be stopped may require 
great labor or it may be done for a small amount of labor. Much 
will depend on the stage of water in the river. If it should be low 
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water when the work is done it may be effected for less than . 
one-half the sum it will cost at a medium or high stage of water. 
The location of the work compels the executors of it to run all 
those hazards. Its great distance from any section of our country 
where labor can be procured, makes it necessary to transport 
laborers from the Ohio River, and they cannot be prevailed upon 
to go to that climate to labor earlier than October nor later than 
May. Consequently there is no advantage to be taken of the low 
- water in the summer. The balance of the appropriations remain- 
ing on hand and in the Treasury will go far towards the comple- 
_ tion of the work. I would, however, recommend a further appro- 

priation of $20,000.00 as early in the next session of Congress 
as it can be obtained. If it should not be required it will not be 
expended, but if it should be required and not be available, the — 
consequences will be delay and additional expense of probably 
half that sum. | 
“There can be no doubt now but the work can be completed 
in the course of the next winter and spring if the necessary 
funds are furnished in time to allow me to continue through the 
whole season or so much of it as may be required to finish the 
improvements, which may be done in 90 days, or it may require 
six months, as circumstances may occur for or against its speedy 
execution. If the last season had been a favorable one there is 
no doubt but the whole work would have been completed by the 
25th of May, last, and for the same expenditure that has been 
‘made. But, as it turned out, the water did not rise in the Red 
River until in May, consequently the progress of the work of the 
removal of the raft was delayed for want of sufficient water in 
the river from the lst of January (the time it usually rises) to 
the 10th of May. | 

“TIT beg leave to recommend to the Department the necessity 

of clearing the low bottoms in the river of all the timber that 
grows in them as the action of the water on the banks and par- 
ticularly those of the latest formation is now washing them so 
that they are caving in, throughout almost the whole extent of 
the Raft region. If the timber is left standing the navigation 
of the river will be constantly interrupted by its forming snags 
and rafts in its bed. To fell the timber and cut the tops and 
trunks of the trees short will, probably, cost about $100.00 per 
mile. The whole distance necessary to execute that work will 
not exceed one hundred miles. | 
“Permit me also to recommend an improvement at the Rapids 
of the Red River near Alexandria. The obstruction to its navi- 
gation at that place, consist of two reefs of rocks stretching 
across the river. The lower reef extends up and down the stream 
about two hundred feet, the other about 114 miles higher up 
the river, has an extent up and down the stream of about 700 
feet. The improvements can be made by excavating the rock at 
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each of these reefs to a sufficient width and depth to afford any 
given depth of water that may be required, as no injury can be 
produced to the navigation above by drawing off the water by the 
excavation required, because the river above the rapids has a 
depth of from 6 to 10 feet at extreme low water for a distance 
of 50 miles, consequently, the upper level will not be drawn off to 
any perceivable extent at that distance above the cut. The exca- 
vation can be effected at a low stage of water by the use of the 
common mattock and shovel. The rock is a soft sand-stone which © 
may be dug up and removed without blasting and with but little 
more labor than is required to remove a firm clay bank. I am 
not sufficiently acquainted with the particular extent and depth 
necessary to be excavated to estimate the probable expense of 
the improvement, but I know it to be one of great importance to 
that section of the State of Louisiana and Territory of Arkansas, 
as that lie on the Red River. | 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 
| Very Respectfully, © 
Your Obt. Servt. 
HENRY M. SHREVE, Supt. 


Chief Engineer, 
Washington. 


LOUISVILLE, July 6, 1836. 


“T have the honor to inform the Department that my accounts 
for disbursements made for my last expedition to Red River and 
for the removal of the Great Raft have been set‘led and for-. 
warded by the morning’s mail. The amount exper ed during the 
last four quarters has been $64,961.40. The wh ie amount ex- 
pended under my superintendency for that object is $157,338.62. 

“The first year (1833) seventy miles of the raft was broken 
up and taken out of the river. During the second year’s opera- 
tions (1835) that part of the river from which the raft was 
removed in 1833 was cleared of the green timber and some rem- 


-narts of the raft not thoroughly removed was taken out and 


sixty miles of the raft removed. Thig year 21 miles have been 
removed leaving 9 miles yet to be taken out besides a Canal which 
I contemplate cutting through to a point of land 160 yards which 
will shorten the river 7 miles and facilitate the removal of the 
remainder of the raft. The last 30 miles of the Raft that has 
been removed has required as much labor as the first 120 miles. 
This great difference in labor has been occasioned by the: in- 
creased quantity of timber and its particular location. 

“The last 30 miles was in a part of the river from which a 
large portion of the water had been carried eff by being forced 
out of the river above the head of the Raft on its right bank 
through a number of bayous that communicate with a chain of 
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the lakes about 30 miles in length, lying between the river and the 
high land on its southwest side distant from the river about 4 
miles and bounded by the high land to the southwest. The water 


flows through these lakes and falls into the river through these 


bayous about 40 miles below the head of the raft and one hun- 
dred and twenty miles above the original foot of the raft. Ten 
miles below the head of the raft, there is also a large bayou run- 
ning out of the river on its left bank called the Willow Chute. 
Eleven miles lower down there is another extensive outlet on the 
same side called Benwares Bayou. Those two streams carried off 
all the water that flowed down through the upper end of the raft 
and left the river a dead pond for nearly 20 miles, except on 
high water, when a portion of the water that flowed down 


_ through Caddo Lake on the right bank flowed up the old bed of 


the river and passed off through Benwares Bayou and the Willow 
Chute which falls into the Bodcau and Bistineau lakes on the 
northeast side of the river. Those lakes empty their water into 
the river through her channels below the original foot of the raft 
called the Loggy Bayou and Coshada Chute. The Willow Chute 
and Benwares Bayous have been filled with timber from the raft 
and are partially stopped. The Raft has been removed one mile 
above the Willow Chute. The remaining nine miles will probably 
not be so diffcult to remove as the last 30 miles below has been, 
still it contains a larger quantity of timber in proportion to dis- 
tance. But that timber is not so deeply embedded in the mud and 
sand nor is it so much overgrown by green timber as that which 
has been removed during the present year, a great portion of 
which had more the appearance of a forest than a river. The 
remainder of the raft will be removed with less labor as it has 
the advantage of a greater portion of water flowing through it 
and a less number of islands to be removed, than has been taken 
out of the river below. Under those circumstances the Depart- 
ment may calculate with confidence that the whole raft will be — 
removed by the month of April next, provided the appropriations 
estimated for are made at the present session of Congress which 
I hope will be the case as I am desirous of finishing the work at 
as early a day as it is possible to accomplish it. When the raft 
is all removed the Navigation will be good and will admit of 
steamboats of 250 tons through that part of the river where it 
was located at least nine months in each year. There have been 
27 trips made this year from the lst of January to the 25th of 
May by steamboats as high as Coates Bluffs which is 115 miles 
above the original foot of the Raft. The navigation from that 
Bluff to the head of the Raft will be better than it is below so 
soon as the remainder of the raft is removed. I am of the opinion, 
however, that to make the improvement permanent it will be 
necessary for the Governmen to keep one boat at work for several 
years after the raft has been removed. The river had been con- 
tracted in its width at many points by the deposits occasioned by 
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the location of the raft. These alluvial bottoms are washing 
away by the action of the current on the banks and will continue 
to deposit the timber that stands on them in the stream. Many 
logs that yet remain on the bottom of the river will be loosened 
by the same cause and rise to the surface of the water. Those 
that have heavy roots will form snags which together with the 
trees that fall on from the alluvial banks must be removed as 
they accumulate, otherwise the raft may reform and obstruct 
the navigation. 

“That kind of obstruction will not accumulate longer than 
4 or 5 years after which time there can be no renewal of the 
raft the river will have been opened to its original width which 
will give it sufficient capacity to carry off all the timber that 
flows down during the annual freshets. 


“Phe removal of the raft will extend the Steamboat naviga- 
tion from its lower end to Fort Towson, a distance of 720 miles. 
That part of the river between the head of the raft and the mouth 
of the Kiamachi River 560 miles may be much improved in its 
navigation by removing the snags from its bed, which can be 
done at a small expense by the boat that will be necessary to com- 
plete the improvement in the raft—I would therefore recommend 
that provision be made for that operation to be carried on at 
times when the boat alluded to can leave the raft with the least 
loss of time in her operations there and when the water in the 

- ave is at the most favorable stage for the removal of the snags 
above. 


“To attempt an estimate of the amount of funds yet neces- 
sary to complete this improvements would be so much at random 
that I cannot venture an opinion on the subject. * However, my 
present calculation is that $45,000.00 will be sufficient to build 
‘a boat and finish the work. But so much depends on the price 
of labor and subsistence which is advancing so fast that no cal- 
culation can be made to estimate with any degree of correctness 
what any work will cost that depends on those two items to so 
great an extent as does the work in question. I can make no cal- 
culation in obtaining labor to finish that work at less rate than 
twenty-five dollars per month nor have I any assurance that it can 
be had at that rate. The wages now paid on Steamboats navigating 
the western rivers is much higher. In my report, dated the lst 
of July, 1835, I stated that there was no doubt that the whole 
work of removing the raft would be gone through with during 
the course of the last winter and spring but experience has shown 
a different result which was owing in part to the remainder of the 
raft being much more difficult to remove than I had calculated 
and from the great loss of time during the year from sickness 
among the laborers—By reference to the Pay rolls it will be 
seen that 9006 days work is charged as lost time, amounting to 
a deduction in pay of $7,347.15. The loss to the progress of the 
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work was in a much greater proportion as it required a deduction 
from the effective forces to nurse and attend to the sick, besides 
the debility occasioned by the sickness that. prevailed among a 
large portion of the whole force employed during the year. 


“The location of the raft is very unfavorable, being in a 
climate that will not admit of men laboring in the summer and 
fall months and where there is no labor to be procured. Conse- 
quently all the force necessary to execute that work must be taken 
from the Ohio River. The nature of the work is in itself calcu- 
lated to produce disease. The men are constantly exposed to the 
- sun and a large number of them must work in the water sur- 
rounded by a dense mass of decaying timber of which the raft 
is composed. Still under all these disadvantages I shall probably 
accomplish the removal-of the remainder of the raft by April 
next and at as small an expenditure as I can by any means effect 
the object. | | 

I am Sir, : 
Very 
Your Obt. Servt. 
| _ HENRY M. SHREVE, Supt.” 
Brigadier Genl. C. Gratiot, 
Chief Engineer, 
Washington. 


St. Louis, Mo., 12th June 1839. 
“Col. Jos. G. Totten, Ay 


Chief Engineer, 
Washington City. 


IR: 

' “T have the honor to inform the Department that the work 

of removing the raft formed in the former location of the great 
raft in Red River was resumed in November last. The Steam 
snag boat Eradicator, accompanied by a keel boat in tow and 


74 men, officers and mechanics, under the command of Capt. 


Abram Tyson, proceeded from the mouth of the Ohio River now 
on the 24th of November last, and arrived at the raft with the keel 
boat and laborers on the 16th of December, when the work com- 
menced. The snagboat Eradicator was left below the rapids of 


Red River, the water being too low for that boat to cross the 


shoal at that place. She, however, arrived at the raft in January, 
and on the 15th of February the raft (2300 yards in length) that 
had formed in July last, was removed and the navigation open. 


The force employed then proceeded to open and widen the chan-- 
nel, take out the logs and snags which were in the channel and 


place the river as far as practicable in a situation to prevent a 


re-formation of timber in its bed. That operation was continued — 


up to the 15th of April, when as usual high freshet in the river 
brought down a heavy run of timber and formed a new raft 2150 
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yards in the same place from which the raft had been neunivend 
during the winter. I arrived at the raft at that time and found 
the navigation entirely obstructed Two Steamboats in the river 
above the raft, bound down with cargoes of cotton, and five loads 
below, bound up with full cargoes for the country above the raft 
and government stores for Fort Towson, besides three steam- 
boats that had full cargoes for the country above, that had stored 
their freight at Shreveport, 45 miles below the raft and returned 
to New Orleans. | 

“The available funds had on my arrival at the raft, all been 
expended and exceeded by a considerable amount. Deeming the 
opening of the navigation of great importance, both to the gov- 
ernment and to the people, I was induced to make a representa- 
tion of the state of the funds appropriated by Congress to the 
planters in the vicinity of Washington, Hempstead County, State 
of Arkansas, and to propose to continue the operation at the raft 
up to the Ist of June, on condition that a loan could be made by 
them to defray the expense, when the following application was 
made to the Board of the Real Estate Bank at Washington. 


WASHINGTON, con. 16 April, 1839. 
“To the President and Directors, | 
Branch Real Estate Bank, 
of Arkansas, © 
Washington. 


‘“‘“GENTLEMEN: | 
“On my arrival at this hii yesterday, I was informed that 


there was a late reformation of timber near the head of the Great 
raft in Red River, obstructing the channel nearly one mile in ex- 
tent, and being anxious to remove that obstruction before the 
force now employed by the government under my charge is with 
drawn, I am induced to apply through you to the people whose 
interest it is to have that work completed, for a sum of money 
sufficient to work that force up to the Ist day of June, need all 
the available funds heretofore appropriated by Congress for 
~ removal of.the raft, having been expended as will be observed 
- from the following extract of a letter from the Chief Engineer.” 


| 
‘“‘ENGINEERS DEPARTMENT, 

WASHINGTON, March 14, 1839. 
“Capt. H. M. Shreve, 
Supt.,; 
St. Louis, Mo. 
“SIR: 
“No appropriations were made by Congress, at the last ses- 
sion, for any of the works under your charge. The operations 
must, therefore, be conducted in reference to funds still available 
from previous appropriations of which the following list exhibits 
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the amount now in the Pieasary and in the hands of the Agent on 
the 3lst December, 1838. 

“Red River 

In Treasury nothing in Agents hands $7875.88 | 
you will, of course, be sure not to transcend the amounts available 
in any of your operations. 
(Signed) Jos. G. TOTTEN, 
Chief Engineer.” 


“To continue the operations with the force now at work in the 
raft to the lst of June will require at least Seven Thousand one 
hundred and forty seven dollars, fifty cents, ($7147.50). If that 
sum can be furnished by the citizens interested, I will take the 
responsibility of continuing the operations to the time for which 
the laborers now at work in the raft are employed (lst June 
next). But under the express condition that the parties making 
such advance take the entire responsibility of being reimbursed — 
by Congress, my engaging only to apply the funds to removal of 
the raft, and calling on the Engineers Department for appropria- 
tions sufficient to repay the amount at as early a day as such 
appropriation can be obtained, but not being liable on my own 
responsibility in any shape for the repayment of the funds except 
as agent of the government as herein before expressed. 
S| am Gent. Very respectfully 
Your Obt. Servt. 
_ HENRY M. SHREVE, Supt.” 


“On the foregoing application I obtained from the Branch of the 
Real Estate Bank at Washington, Arks. the sum of seven thousand 
one hundred and fifty dollars ($7150.) which was applied to the 
work designated. The late accumulation of raft (which proved 
to be 2150 yards in length before the drifting timber ceased to 
flow down the river was removed and the navigation was opened 
and free from timber by the 4th of May. The force e sg A 
continued the work of opening the width of the river to the 21st 
of that month, when they proceeded to this place, where they 
arrived on the 1st day of June inst, and were discharged and 
paid agreeably to contract with them. 

“On settling the accounts for the work during the Season 
since the 3lst December, 1838, as per abstract dated 12th June 
1839, the expenditure has been $18,985.0334,; the available funds 
at that time amounted to $7,815.8814; the amount received from | 
the Real Estate Bank of Washington, Arks. $7,150.00, making 
an aggregate sum of $14,965.8814, which leaves a balance due me 
of $11,019.1514 which is the amount I have exceeded the available . 
fund from former appropriations and the loan from the people 
of Arkansas and which, under the existing circumstances was 
not in my power to avoid. | 
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“A further appropriation was anticipated at the last session | 
for the continuance of that work, and from the great importance 
and value of the improvement and the manner in which it has 
been brought before Congress by the Secretary of War, it was 
believed that funds would have been appropriated. I was ad- 


vised, however, by the Chief Engineer, under date of the 14th 


of March that no appropriation had been made. That advice 
was received by me about the 25th March at St. Louis, Mo. when 
I left for the raft as soon as practicable, but before my arrival 
the available fund was exceeded by the amount above stated 
$4,019.1514. However, from the great benefits arising from the 
removal of that formidable obstruction, I doubt not but my error 
will be excused by the government, and appropriations be made 


at an early day in the ensuing Session of Congress to reimburse 


the people of Arkansas and myself. I must, therefore, beg leave 
to request the Department to estimate for funds for that purpose 
at the proper time, as well as for a sufficient sum to continue the 
work next year, an estimate for which is herewith furnished. 

“T have also to state to the Department that the condition 
of that part of the Red -River where the raft was formerly | 
located, has been very much improved by the action of the current 
on its banks, and the operations of the boats during the last year. 
The channel is full one third wider now than it was when the 
operations were closed on the 25th of May 1838. Still, there is 
much yet to be done to place the river in a condition to carry 
down the immense quantity of drift that floats on its surface 
during the freshets that prevail in the Spring and Summer of 
each year. To secure that object I would suggest that the bayous 
which have been forced open by the backwater from the head of | 
the great raft as it progressed. up the river for centuries (some 
of which have been stopped, but a great many yet remain open) 
should be completely stopped and levees thrown up along the 
banks where they are liable to overflow and form new outlets for 
the water. That work will be necessary to confine the water to 
the oxjginal channel of the river by which means alone its navi- 
gation can be rendered permanent. To effect that object it will 
require all the bayous to be stopped up and the low banks leveed 


from eight miles above the head of the raft down to the Willow 


Chute, a distance of about 30 miles on the Southwest bank of the 
river. In that distance there are 8 bayous, three of them large 
and five small ones and about 20 miles of low bank that will 
require an embankment of about 3 feet in height 4 feet wide on 
top. On the northwest bank, from Benwares Bayou down to 
Latcheys Settlement a distance of about 35 miles, there are 8 
bayous and about 22 miles of low bank that will require an em- 


- bankment of the same dimensions as above. 


“The advantages to be derived from that operation are vari- 
ous and important in their character: lst. The water that flows 


- out through the bayous on the Southwest bank, near the head 
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of the raft, passes into a chain of lakes that have been formed 
by them, extending from opposite the head of the raft down, 
about 20 miles, in a straight line, and falls into the river through 
two outlets, from the lake near the bluff at Shreveport, which 
backs up the river from above those bayous for about 15 miles 
diminishes the current so much that it has not sufficient power 
to open the original bed of the river for that distance in which 
there are several shoals at low water that could be immediately 
removed by the action of the current if the whole column of 
water was forced down the channel of the river in its original 
course. 

“2nd. The bayous that require stopping on the notheast 
bank, carry off their water into the lakes on that side of the river 
and fall into the river again through Loggy' Bayou and the 
Bistineau chute which is at the foot of the raft and back the 
water up in like manner with those above Shreveport, and slacken 
the current of the river, a distance of at least 25 miles, to such 
extent that the banks of the river have not given away any of 
consequence since the raft was removed from that part of river 
in the Spring of 1833, where its channel is now much narrower 
than at any other point in the whole extent of that part of the 
river in which the raft was formerly located, which is a distance 
of 165 miles. I know of no other plan of operation than the one 
proposed to effect the improvement of those two sections of the 
river, say 15 miles above the upper bayou coming in from Lake 
Sota on the Southwest and 25 miles above Loggy bayou coming 
in from the northeast side. 


“3rd. By this operation a large extent of land as fertile as 
any in the Union, and the best quality of cotton land will be 
redeemed, equal in value to any in the State of Louisiana, and 
instead of the operation being a charge to the government, it must 
result in a large profit in the value of the land that will be dried 
which is now flooded one half of the year. 


“A4th.. The health of the country must be vastly improved = 
drying so large a body of land. The effect of drying the land 
will be obvious to all. The channels of the bayous that will be 
stopped will be natural drains for the water that falls from 
rains or springs from the earth. The fall from the river to the 
old bed of the lakes is so great that it now produces a very rapid 
current and will be quite sufficient to drain all or nearly all the 
land in the valley. I would therefore recommend it independent 
of the important and indispensable utility to be derived from the 
improvement of the river at the points above designated. 


“I would also recommend an appropriation for clearing the 
banks of the river, where they are liable to cave in, of the timber, 
and cutting that timber so short that it will not be liable to lodge 
in the narrow parts of the river where it may fall in to the water 
by the caving of the banks, and to remove the snags from the © 
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_ bed of the river as far up as Fort Towson. That description of 


work will in a great measure remove the first cause of the re- 
formation of the raft and at the same time very much improve 
the navigation of the river as far up as it is navigable by 
Steamboats, many parts of which are now very dangerous from 
the great number of snags and roots in its channel. 

“The improvement of the Country, frem the original foot 
of the raft to Fort Towson, a distance of about 750 miles by the 
meanders of the river, has been very great since the commence- 
ment of the work of removing the raft in 1833. At that time 
there was no settlement on the river from 40 miles below the 
raft up to Fort Towson, with the exception of a small settlement 
near the Caddo Agency and a few settlers in Arkansas and Texas 
above the raft. 

“There are now many flourishing cotton plantations on that 
part of the river where the raft was located and where the 
lands were then nearly all inundated by the back water caused 
by the masses of timber which formed the raft. There has also 
a.town sprung up equal in population and surpassing any on Red 
River in amount of business transactions. : 

“The country between the Red and Sabine Rivers has set- 
tled with a dense and respectable population. That part of the 
State of Arkansas bounding on Red River has populated and is 
now the best settled and most wealthy part of the State and is 
all in a rapid march of improvement requiring nothing but the 
permanent improvement of the navigation of Red River to render 
- one of the richest and most desirable sections of the United 

tates. 

“Cotton can be grown to advantage as high up as Fort 
Towson, which is situated in about 34° of latitude. The river 
in its whole course from the Mississippi 1100 miles, making but 
three degress nothing, ranging from 31 to 34 degrees north. No 
country in the Union can excel it for raising stock of all kinds, 
horses, mules, horned cattle, hogs and sheep, all do well in the 
country and above the 33 degrees of latitude it is not surpassed 
by any climate for the growth of wheat, rye, oats and corn. The 
country off the river is well watered, abounding in springs of 
cool pure water, possessing every advantage to be met with in 
any part of the United States in the cultivation of the soil; and 
from the character and enterprise of the present population, must 
in a very short time be in possession of all the comforts and 
convienences of life that can be had in that delightful climate. 

“An Estimate of funds required for the several improve- 
ments recommended -is here with respectfully submitted and, I 
hope will meet with the approbation of the Department. 

I am sir, 
Very respectfully, 
Your Obt. Servt. 
HENRY M. SHREVE, Supt.” 
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_ SHREVE FOUNDS SHREVEPORT. 


His final review of the Red River Valley country and its 
possibilities and progress would do credit to the publicity bureau 
of a modern Chamber of Commerce, and show that he had learned 
to love and appreciate the scene of his strenuous labors. Man 
of strength and vision, how well has his confidence been justified! 
Captain Shreve was not unaware of the financial advantages 
that would flow from opening of navigation on so great an artery 
of commerce as Red River as a result of the work that he was 
doing. Consequently, in 1836, he joined in the purchase of Larkin 
Edwards’ “one section of land” reserved by the Caddo Chiefs in 
their treaty of cession’? and became one of the seven organizers 
of the Shreve Town Company and founders of the city which 
perpetuates his name in the valley that he loved so well. It 
must have been with a sense of pride that he referred with such 
definiteness in his last report in 1839 to “Shreveport,” a feeling 
that is again evinced in his reference to its growth and business. 
‘He continued in the government service, on various rivers, 
until 1841, when, upon the succession of Tyler to the Presidency, 
after the death of General Harrison, he was somewhat sum- 
marily relieved of duty, and directed to turn over his work to 
a successor, as shown by a letter dated September 11, 1841, in 
the files of the Chief of Engineers in the War Department. 


THE END OF AN EPOCH-MAKING CAREER. 


After thirty-four years literally spent on the waters, he re- 
turned to the quiet pursuits of an agricultural life, in which he 
was engaged when a youth. His farm was near St. Louis, and 
with the same zeal and liberality which he had always mani- 
fested, he devoted himself energetically to improving his estate. 

There, as elsewhere, he was thoroughly practical, but he 
found pleasant recreation and profitable amusement in “experi- 
mental farming.” | 

The first Mrs. Shreve was the daughter of Adam Blair, of 
Brownsville, Pennsylvania. Captain Shreve married Miss Blair 
in 1811; she bore him two daughters and one son; the latter died 
in infancy. The eldest daughter married John W. Reel, of St. 
Louis. She died at St. Louis in 1924. 

™Conveyance Book Caddo Parish, A, p. 401. The original of this deed has only 
recently been discovered by Mr. A. T. Witbeck of Shreveport among old court records 


there. | 
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His first wife having died, he married a second time, in 1846, 
a daughter of John W. Rogers, of Boston, Massachusetts, who 
survived him several years. By this marriage he had two daugh- 
ters—one of them died unmarried, and the other was Mrs. Emlen 
Hutchinson of Philadelphia. Honorable Milton W. Shreve, Mem- 
ber of Congress from Pennsylvania at present, is a kinsman, and 
furnished much of the information herein given. _ 

Captain Shreve is described as a man of fine personal ap- 
pearance. Standing five feet eleven inches in height, and weigh- 
ing over two hundred pounds, his presence was commanding. 
Although so large when he had arrived at middle life, he was at 
the age of twenty-five years so slight in form as to be taken for 
a youth of seventeen. Slight in frame, he was as a young man 
very muscular, remarkably active, and possessed of great — 
strength. He took great pleasure in athletic sports, and excelled 
in all of them. When on his trading expeditions he had frequent 
races with the Indians, whom he always distanced, and conse- 
quently astonished. 

At the opening of the telegraph at St. Louis, Captain Shreve 
sent the first message borne by electricty from the banks of the 
Mississippi to the tide waters of the Atlantic. It was to the Presi- 
_ dent of the United States, at Washington. Thus did he fill out the 
measure of a career of great usefulness and brilliant endeavor. 
Quietly at his home, for the last years of his life, he enjoyed the 
pleasures of a serene old age. He died at the home of his daugh- 
ter, at St. Louis, after a protracted illness in his sixty-sixth year, 
March 6, 1851,'* and not in 1854 as almost all encyclopedia ar- 
ticles state. 

Surely he was a man whose r name the second city of Louisi- 
ana may be proud to bear! There his memory is honored not 
only in the name of the city, but also in the beautiful Shreve 
Memorial Public Library, opened in 1923. 
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INTRODUCTION OF JEAN FRANCOIS PASQUIER AS 
COUNCILLOR-ASSESSOR IN THE SUPERIOR 
COUNCIL OF LOUISIANA 1737 


By HENRY P. DART 


We print herewith the application of Jean Francois Pasquier 
to the Superior Council of Louisiana for registration of his com- 
mission as Councillor-Assessor in that body presented March 22, 
1737, and the evidence adduced before Salmon, Judge, as to his 
good moral character and Catholic faith. | 

It appears that he was appointed by Governor Bienville and 
Intendant Salmon (Commissaire Ordonnateur and First Judge) 
to hold office at the King’s pleasure. This establishes that the 
local governor and intendant were vested with power to fill such 
offices, and to issue the commission therefor. The exercise of 
this power enabled the local executives to select residents of the 
Colony for these important positions apparently without first 
submitting the name to the Minister in France. — | 

This record shows also that the office of Councillor-Assessor 
had been created by the local officials, before any formal authority 
had been granted by the home government. . 

Martin says (p. 179) that “the increase of trade caused liti- 
gation and it was deemed necessary to create new officers in the 
Superior Council. Accordingly the Governor and the Commis- 
sary Ordonnateur were by the King’s Letters Patent of the 
month of August, 1742, directed to appoint four assessors to 
serve for a period of four years in that tribunal. They were to 
sit in rank after the Councillors, but their votes were received 
only in cases in which the record was referred to them to report 
on, when they were called upon to complete a quorum, or in case 
_ of an equality of votes. The choice of the two administrators for 
the first time fell on Delachaise (a son of the late Commissary- 
Ordonnateur), Delalande d’Aspremont and ‘Messy.”’ 

This decree of August, 1742, was issued after Bienville had 
asked for his recall (March 26, 1742) and while he was awaiting 
the arrival of his successor, de Viaudreil, who reached New Or- 
leans May 10, 1743. Gayarre in his review of the administration 
of Bienville and of De Vaudreil makes no mention of this addi- 
tion to the Council. | | 

To the extent first stated the Commission of Pasquier is 
therefore an addition to our knowledge of the implied powers of 
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the Governor and Ordonnateur (Intendant) of Louisiana. If we 
may judge.by his endorsers before Judge Salmon, Pasquier held 
a good social position in the community and he evidently was. 
considered a desirable addition to the official family.* 

- The text and translation of these interesting documents has 


been prepared by Mrs. H. H. Cruzat. 


I. 
TRANSLATION : | 
Pasquier demands registration of his commission as Coun- 
cillor in the Superior Council. 


March 22, 1737. Sieur Paquier has the honor to represent to you 
: that Mr. Bienville, Governor for the King in this 
Province and Mr. Salmon, Intendant-Commissioner 

and First Judge in the said Council having appointed and estab- 
lished him as Councillor Assessor in the Superior Council during 
His Majesty’s pleasure pursuant to the commission which they | 
have kindly sent him on the eleventh of the current month pre- 


sented herewith; 
Therefore I request that it please you to receive me as such 
and order registration of the said commission in the registers 


of the Council. | | 
At New Orleans, the 22 of March, 1737. ae 


To be communicated | 
to the Procureur General of the King, | é 
this 22 of March, 1737. — 

- ‘Signed: 


On the margin: 
- Considering the commission of Sr. dated the 


pie of the present month: I require for the King that an inves- 


*PasQuiER.—Notes by Mrs. Cruzat. On examination’ of records of Superior 
Council to 1740 I find three Pasquiers mentioned: Jean Francois Pasquier, the 
Councillor; Sr. Michel Pasquier, whose plantation was on the shore of Lake Pont- 
chartrain; and St. Jacques Pasquier, whom I have not traced sufficiently to find out. 
if he. was a brother or a son of the Councillor Assessor. 

On July 31, 1737, Sr. F. Pasquier was appointed by Salivion to take an ‘inventory 
of the goods left by Boisbriant in Louisiana after his decease in France (1737). . The. 
estate consisted mostly in a few slaves left to Sr. Jacques de Ste Therese de Lang- 
loiserie, who informed the Council of the death of his uncle, Sr. Duguay de : Bois- 
briant, in France,. where he had lived since several years. He asks said inventory be. 
made as his uncle is deeply in debt to the Company of the Indies and that until said™ 
inventory be made he cannot determine if it is to his interest to accept or renounce. 
the succession. The inventory was taken July 31, 1737. 

Pasquier seems to have been universal legatee of Ste. Therese de Longloiserie, 
whose sister married Mr. Celeron de Blainville. There was a Sieur Pasquier. who-was. 
associated with Sr. Belille in building the ievee of Madame de St. Aignet. 

In Le page du. Pratz Pasquier is mentioned as. having been at the head of. 
volunteers who went to the Natchez War. (Date considered this must have been 
the second Natchez War.) 
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tigation of Sr. Paquieér’s life and morals be made, on presentation 
of which, execution and registration of the said commission be 
ordered. 
At New ovbediis. this 22 of March, 1787. 

Signed: ‘fleuriau.”’ 


INQUIRY INTO LIFE AND MORALS OF SR. PASQUIER 
No. 758. 


Investigation of life and made before 
of life and morals us, Edme Gatien Salmon, Intendant and First 
oe Judge in the Superior Council of the Province — 

| of Louisiana, in virtue of our order of the 
twentieth of the present month + on petition of Sieur Jean 
Francois Paquier, resident of this Colony, which was proceeded 
to as follows: + March. | 


the 22d of March, 1737. 


Sieur Claude Joseph Dubreuil, Contractor for the King’s Build- 
ings, aged forty-two years, after being sworn to speak the truth, 
told us that he was not a relative, connection, servitor nor domes- 
tic of the said Sr. Paquier, that he has been citéd on this day 
to testify in the said investigation and he produced the said 


. Summons. 


He testifies that he knows the said Sr. Paquier since a very 
long time, as a person who always led a blameless life as an 
honest man and as a good Christian, having seen him perform 
the acts to which a good Catholic is obligated, having known 
nothing in him against probity, which, he said, is all he knew 
and his testimony having béen read to him, he said. that it was 
the truth, persisted therein, sighed and did hot request pay. 

Signed: Claude Joseph Villars du Breuil. 


Sieur Francois Simats de Bellille, Adjutant Major of New Or- 
leans, aged thirty-nine years, who, after beihg sworn to speak 
the truth, told us that he was neither a relative, connection, serv- 
itor nor domestic of the said Paquier, that he was cited on this 
day to testify in the said investigation and he produced the sum- 
mons. 

He testifies that since several years he is acquainted with 
Sr. Paquier as a good and very correct man, of all possible prob- 
ity, living blamelessly and as a good Christian, having seen him 
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practice and approach the sacraments to which a good Catholic 
is obligated, which is, he said, all that he knew, and his testimony 
being read to him, he said that it was the truth, persisted yogi 
signed and requested no pay. : | 
Signed: francois Simars de Bellile 
ayde major. 


After which Jacques de Ste Therese de Langloiserie, Lieutenant 
of a detached Marine Troop, aged thirty-eight years, who having 
been sworn to speak the truth told us that he was neither a rela- 
tive, connection, servitor nor domestic of the said Sr. Paquier, 
that he has been cited this day to testify in the said investigation 
and he produced the summons. 

He testifies that since Sr. Paquier is in this Colony he has 
always known him as a very correct man, living as an honest 
man should live, free from all blame, and as a good Christian, 
having seen him perform several acts of catholicity, which, he 
said, is all he knows and his testimony being read to him, he said 
that it was } the truth, persisted therein, signed and did not request 
pay. 

Signed: jacques de Ste Therese de Langloiserie. 
Salmon. 


To be to the 

Procureur General of the King. 

This 23d of March, 1737. 

| Salmon. 

I demand for the King that the said ‘ieeitdiaiiias be declared 

good and valid and that in consequence Sr. Paquier be received 

and sworn as Councillor-Assessor according to his commission 

of the eleventh of March, present month. 

At New Orleans, March twenty-third, one thousand seven hun- 

dred and thirty-seven. 


SESSION OF MAY 4, 1737 


(8231) Were present Messrs. de Bienville, Governor ; 
Admission of de Salmon, First Judge; Mr. de Louboey, 
Paquier as Assessor. J ieytenant of the King; de Noyan, Major of 

the Place; Mr. Bizoton, a Between. 


Sr. ( Pasquier) petitioner: 
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Before us the commission issued by Messrs. de Bienville and de 
Salmon, the inquiry made to that effect, The conclusions of the 
Procureur General of the King, The Council having administered 
the customary oath to Sr. Paquier orders that the said com- 
mission be registered in your Registry, the said Sr. Paquier 
thereby to take rank, seat and to have deliberative vote in said. 
Council in the capacity of Civil and Criminal Assessor after the 
four titulars, following which the said Paquier was installed in 


his seat. 


Reappointment of — Between Sr. Henry, Chief Clerk of Council, 
Henry clerk of Council. 
| also petitioner: 
Considering the patents granted him by His 
Majesty, the inquiries of service and morals and the conclusions ~ 
of the Procureur General of the King, the Superior Council orders : 
registering of the said patents dispensing him from repeating 
his oath, considering that he has already been sworn in the said 


capacity. 


IT. 


3 QORIGINAL TEXT: 
Le 22 mars 1737. Le Sieur Paquier a l’honneur de vous Representer 
que Monsieur de Bienville, gouverneur pour le Roy 

en cette province et Monsieur de Salmon Comm®sre ordonnateur. 
premier juge aud Conseil Lont Commis et Etably Cone" assesseur 
au Con! Superieur sous le bon plasisir desa Majesté suiva no la 
Commission quils ont bien voulu Luy Expedier le onze du present — 
mois jointe a la presente Cest pourquoy Nos Seigneurs 

Je Requiers quil vous plaise Le Recevoir en la qualité et: 
ordonner LEnregistrement de Commission sur 
tres du Conseil. 
A la Nile Orleans, Ce 22 mars 1787. 

pasquier. 
Soit communiqué 
au proc’ gnal du Roy > 
Ce 22 mars 1737. 
Salmon. 

En marke: 
Vu la commission du Sr Paquier en diitte du onze du present 
mois Je Requiers pour le Roy que le Sieur Paquier fasse une 
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information de vie et de moeurs pour sur icelle Representé estre 
ordonné Lexecution et Enregistrement d'icelle. A la Nile Orleans 
Ce 22 mars 1737. 


fleuriau. 

| No. 758. | 
22 Mars 1737. Information de vie et Moeurs faite Pardevant 
Information Nous Edme Gatien Salmon ordonnateur et pre- 


mier Juge au Con®! Superieur de la province de 

la Louisianne En vertu de notre ord® du vingt 
du present mois + a la Requete de Sieur Jean francois Paquier 
habitant en cette Colonie a laquelle a ete procede ainsy qu’ly 
Ensuit + Mars 


du 22 mars 1737 


Sieur Claude Joseph Vilars Dubreuil Entrepreneur des Batim® du- 
Roy age de quarante deux ans Lequel apres serment par luy fait 
de dire Veidte Nous a dit nestre parent allie Serviteur ny domes- 
tique dud Sr Paquier qui) a été assigné acejour pour déposer 
enlad Information et Nous a Représenté Lexploits des faits en 
question 


dépose que depuis tres longtems II] connoit led Sr Paquier pour. 
une personne qui a toujours vécu sans blame en honnete homme 
et Comme un bon Chretien luy ayant vu faire tous les actes qun 
bon Catholique doit faire Nayant rien Connu en luy contre la 
probite qui est tout ceq! adit Scavoir Lecture a luy faith desa 
déposition a dit Icelle Contenir vérité y a persisté signé et na 
Requis Salaire 


Claude Joseph Villars du Breuil. 


Sieur francois Simars de Bellille ayde major-de la Nile Orleans 
agé de trente neuf ans lequel apres serment par luy fait de dire 
vérité nous a dit nestre parent allie serviteur ny domestique dud 
Sr Paquier qu’ly a été assigné ace jour pour deposer en lad‘ 
Information et nous a Representé Lexploit des faits en question 
| dépose que depuis plusieurs annees I] connoit le Sr Paquier 

pour Un homme de bien tres Rangé ayat toute la probité possible 
et Vécu sans acun blame vivant en bon Chretien Luy ayant vu 
pratiquer Les Sacremens qun bon Catholique est oblige dexercer. 
qui est tout Cequil a dit Scavoir lecture a luy faith de sa deposi- 
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tion adit Icelle Contenir verite y a persiste signe et Na Requis 
Sallaire 
francois Simars de Beliile 


ayde major | 


Surce Jaq St® Therese de langloiserie lieutenant de troupe detache 
de la Marine age de trente huit ans lequel apres serment par luy 
fait de dire verite nous a dit nestre parent allie serviteur: ny 
domestique dud Sr Paquier quil a ete assignea ce jour pour de- 
poser en lad Information Nous a Représenté Eexploit des faits en 
question 
dépose que depuis que le Sr Paquier est en Cette Colonie I] la 
toujours Connu pour un homme tres Rangé vivant (comme) * qun 
fort honnete homme doit vivre exempt de tout blame Vivant en 
bon Chretien Luy ayant Vu faire plusieurs actes de Catholicite 
qui est tout cequil a dit Scavoir Lecture a luy faite de sa deposi- 
tion a dit Icelle Contenir verite y a persiste signe et Na Requis 
sallaire 
J acques de ste Threse de Langloiserie 
| Salmon. 

Soit Communiqué au 
procu’ Gnal du Roy 
Ce 23 may 17837. 

Salmon. | 
Je Requiers pour le Roy que lad Information soit déclaré bonne. 
et valable en Consequence que le Sr Paquier Soit Recu et prete 
serment de Con’ Assesseur suivant sa Commission du onze mars 
present mois A la Nile Orleans le vingt trois mars mil sept cent 
trente sept 

fleuriau 


ORIGINAL TEXT: 
AUDIANCE DU 4 MAy 1737. 


(8231) Qu etoient Messieurs de Bienville Gouverneur, de Salmon 
- premier Juge, Mr de Louboey, Lieut. au Roy, De Noyan, 

major de la place, Mr Bizoton Con!e"", 

Entre le Sr Paquier demandeur En Requete, 

Vu la Commission qui Luy a été Expedié par les Messieurs de 

Bienville et de Salmon, Linformation faite 4 cet effet La con- 

clusion du Proc’ general du Roy 


*Missing in text and supplied. 
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Le Conseil Superieur apres avoir Receu le serment en tel cas du 
Sr Paquiert ordonne que la d Commission sera Enregistré En 
votre Creffe pour par le d Sr Paquier avoir Rang senace et Voix 
deliberative aud Conseil en qualitZ dassesseur Civil et Criminel 
apres les quatre Con®' titulaires Et En Consequence led Paquier 
a EtZ Installé En ce siege. | 


Entre le Sr henry greffier demand" aussy en Requete Vu Les 
Provisions qui luy Sont accordés par Sa Majeste Les Informations 
de service et moeurs et les Conclusions du proc’ general du Roy 
le Conseil Superieur ordonne LEnregistrement des d provisions 
le dispensant de preter de nouveau le: serment attendu quil la 
deja preté en qualité. 

Salmon. 
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THE NOTARIAL SYSTEM OF LOUISIANA 


By Edgar Grima, New Orleans 

The notarial system in the State of Louisiana is based on 
the system prevailing in the countries governed by the Civil Law, 
particularly France. | 

Whilst under the common law, deeds and other instruments 
are proven by the acknowledgement of the party or parties be- 
fore a Notary Public or other officer authorized thereto, such 
deed or other instrument, in the State of Louisiana, in ordér to 
be authentic, must be executed before a Notary Public and two 
witnesses, or three witnesses where the party is blind. Three 
witnesses, and more in certain cases, are required also for a 
testament made before a Notary Public. 

No certificate of acknowledgment is appended to such instru- 
ment. It is termed a Notarial Act or simply an act and instead 
of being drawn up in the first person, it is drawn up in the form 
of a declaration made by the parties in the presence of the notary 
and witnesses who sign the instrument with the parties. . 

The act is usually drawn up by the notary himself and 
should be signed or passed, as it is termed, in the notary’s office, 
except in cases where sickness or other sufficient cause justifies 
its being executed elsewhere. In all cases it must be executed in 
the parish (county) where the notary resides and exercises his 
functions as such, his authority to act being limited to his parish. 

The most ancient notarial act in Louisiana is probably the 
proces-verbal of the taking of possession of the Mississippi River 
and the adjoining lands by Cavelier de la Salle in the year 1682, 
in the name of King of France. It was drawn up by Jacques > 
_ de la Metairie, notary of the seigniory of Fort Fontenac, in New 
France.’ | 

Under the Spanish Government, there were notaries of the 
Government and Cabildo, Royal notaries, a marine notary. 

_ Proceedings, in cases where the value involved exceeded 
$20.00, before the Alcades (Judges of the Spanish Government), 
were recorded by a Notary Public. 


1The Notary was an essential element in the French Colonial scheme of govern- 
ment in Louisiana, and many thousand notarial acts have survived in the archives 
of the Louisiana State Museum in the Cabildo and in bound volumes in the Notarial 
Archives office at the New Court House in New Orleans. This subject, we trust, 
will be examined by the learned author of this paper for future publication in the 
Quarterly.—EpbIToR La. Hist. QTLY. 
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Acts were also passed before the Spanish Commandant in 
Louisiana with the same effect as before a Notary Public. 

Among the officers of the Province there were three notaries 
who acted as auctioneers and whose offices were the repositories 
for law proceedings and deeds. 

A notary served as clerk of the City Council at an annual 


salary of $200.00. 


In 1807 a court was established in each parish of the State, 
the Judge of which was ex-officio judge of probates and acted as 
clerk, sheriff and notary. 

At the present date the clerk of the Judicial District Court, 
in the several parishes of this State, outside of New Orleans, 
is ex-officio Register of Conveyances, Recorder of Mortgages and 

By proclamation of Don Luis de Unzaga, Intendant and 
Governor General of the Province of Louisiana, under date of 
November 3rd, 1770, it is provided that the Notary who shall 


‘make a bad use of the confidence reposed in him by the public 


and of the faith put in the fidelity of his archives, and who shall 
have the audacity to antidate or post date the deeds executed 
before him, shall, for his delinquency, be declared unworthy of 
the office he holds and be condemned to undergo = penalties 


provided for such a case. 
By regulations of Intendant Morales, dated July 17, 1799, 


notaries public of New Orleans, and the Commandants of the — 


posts, were forbidden to take any acknowledgment of convey- 
ances of land obtained by concession; unless the seller (grantor) 
presents to the buyer the title which he has obtained. | 

In a decision of the Supreme Court of the State of Louis- 
jana rendered in the year 1911 relative to the renunciation by 
a married woman of the laws in her favor, the Court said: “The 
law allows a woman to renounce, but it requires that she should 
be made acquainted with the provisions of the law. Febrero, 
informs us that the notary who receives the contract is bound to 
make the woman acquainted with the disposition of the law in 
her favor and the consequence of her renunciation, and he ought 
to certify that this has been done, unless he takes the trouble 
to recite at full length the law itself. If he neglects to do so and 
does not apprise the woman, he incurs corporal punishment, and 
the act ought to be declared null.” 
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The above shows the importance of the office of notary pub- 
lic in Louisiana at that time when they incurred corporal pun- 
ishment as stated, and it is equally important at this date. 


Notaries public for the Parish of Orleans are required by 
law to keep their office in a brick building, covered with tiles, 
slates or terrace, an old law which still exists, and they must 
keep their office open, for the examination of their records every- 
day from 10 o’clock A. M. to 3 o’clock P. M., Sundays and holi- 
days excepted. They are also required by law to keep in their 
possession and under their custody the original of all acts passed 
before them, excepting sales, mortgages, and donations of real 
estate situated outside of the parish, which they are required 
to deposit in the office of the clerk of court and recorder of the 
parish where the property is situated, first making a record 
thereof in their office. 

The original acts thus kept by the notary in New Orleans . 
are bound in volumes properly indexed and together with the 
protests made by the notary, form the records or archives of his 
office. These records, whenever a notary public ceases to act 
as such, either by death, resignation or otherwise,—are turned 
over and delivered to the Custodian of Notarial Records for the 
Parish of Orleans and are there kept and preserved under the 
charge and custody of said officer, who is authorized by law to 
deliver certified copies thereof whenever required. | 

‘Formerly a natory’s records were turned over and delivered 
to his successor. 

In the other parishes of the State notaries public are re- 
quired to deposit the original of acts passed before them with 
the Clerk of Court and recorder of their parish. 

Notaries public in Louisiana are public officers, commis- 
sioned as such by the Governor of the State and exempt from 
License tax whether to the State, City or Parish. In the year 
1867, however, when the State of Louisiana was controlled by 
the Federal Government, in view of the difficulty met by ex-con- 
federates in obtaining an appointment or renewal of commission 
from the Governor, an attempt was made to change the office of 
notary public and to make of it a profession, as that of attorney 
and counsellor at law. Influence was used and a law was 
obtained from the Legislature to that effect. The law was signed 
by the Governor, during the recess of the Legislature and after 
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the Acts of that year had been printed and bound in book form 
and it does not appear therefor in the volume of the Acts for 
the session of that year. It was inserted, however, in Ray’s 
Revised Statutes published in the year 1870. 

The existence of this law at that time explains why many 
notaries in New Orleans designated themselves in their notarial 
acts as “qualified” and not as “commissioned and qualified.” 

There was a time when notaries public, in some of the par- 
ishes of the State, were authorized by law to celebrate marriages. 
This no longer exists. 

In 1857 a law was passed declaring the office of each and 
every notary public to be vacated and directing the Governor to 
appoint not less than forty nor more than sixty notaries public 
for the Parish of Orleans. 

In 1868 the limit was siesiaated from the law. 

In 1880 the number was fixed at not less than 40. 

Act 139 of 1888 authorized the Governor to appoint as many 
notaries public for the Parish of Orleans as he deemed neces- 
sary. | 
) In 1890, the limit of number of notaries public for Orleans 

parish was fixed at 175. 

In 1896 the number was reduced to 150, no new appoint- 
ments to be made until the number of notaries then in office be 
reduced to 150. 

In 1902 the number was again fixed at 175. 

In 1916 it was raised to 185. | 

In 1920 it was increased to 225 which is the present limit.? 

‘The number is not limited in the other parishes of this 
State. 
Notaries public have power, within their several parishes, 
to make inventories, appraisements, partitions, to receive wills, 


make protests, matrimonial contracts, conveyances, and generally | 


all contracts and instruments of writing; to hold family-meetings 
and meetings of creditors; to receive acknowledgments of instru- 
ments under private signature and to administer oaths; to affix 
the seals upon the effects of deceased persons, and to raise the 
/ game; and all acts executed by them, in the presence of two wit- 
nesses aged at least fourteen years, or of three witnesses, if the 
party be blind, are declared by statute to be authentic acts. 


*Since this paper was prepared this number has been increased to 350 by Act 
No. nine of 1924 and Act No. 40 of 1926.—Eb. La. Hist. QTLy. | 
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The general power to administer oaths was given by law in 
the year 1877. Prior thereto they had the right to administer 
oaths, quoad the duties of their office only, and oaths necessary 
to enable citizens to procure their protection certificates from the 
authorized customs officers of the United States. 

A feature of our notarial system, which, so far as the writer 
is aware, does not exist in any of our sister states, is the one 
resulting from the following article of our Ciyil Code: 


ART. 3384. Every notary before whom an act shall 
have been passed, by which notes to order shall have been 
given for the payment of a debt bearing a privilege or mort- 
gage, shall attest each of the notes by putting his name on 
them, mentioning the date of the act from which the priv- 
ilege or mortgage is derived, under the penalty of damages.* 
This notation identifies the note with the act containing the | 

privilege or mortgage securing its payment. : 
It is known as the paraphing of the note and'is made in 
the following or other similar form: , 


NE VARIETUR. 


This note is secured by mortgage (or “by vendor’s priv- 
ilege and mortgage” or as the case may be) by act passed 
this day before me notary. 

New Orleans (or other place), and date. 

Signature of Notary. 
Seal of Notary usually attached, though not 
required by law. 

The Latin words “Ne Varietur” may be translated “So that 
it be not changed ;’” the notation or paraph serving as an ear-mark, 
showing that the note is the same one which was issued at the 
execution of the act of privilege or mortgage securing its pay- 
ment. 

The note thus paraphed must be preserved and none should 
be substituted to it; and, when paid, the same note must be pro- 
duced to obtain the cancellation of the privilege or mortgage, 
otherwise its loss or destruction must be proven before a com- 
petent court. 

When the maker of such notes has paid any of them, he may 
obtain from the notary who paraphed them as above indicated 
a certificate by which the notary shall declare that the note (or 
notes) has been paid and the signatures thereon cancelled; and 


*An exception to this rule governs the modern trust mortgage. See Act of 1914, 
No. 72, p. 189.—Eb. La. Hist. QTLY. 
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on the production of the said certificate, the recorder of mort- 

gages cancels on his records the privilege or mortgage, entirely 

or partially according to the amount of the note or notes paid 
and produced to the notary. — | 

| This extraordinary power given to notaries public has, un- 

fortunately, been shown to be a dangerous one when in the hands 
of an unfaithful notary. | 

3 Notaries public in the parish of Orleans are authorized by 

~ law to appoint one or more deputies to assist them in the making 
of protests and delivery of notices of protests of bills of exchange 

and promissory notes. Each deputy must take an oath faith- 

fully to perform his duties as such. The notary is responsible 


for the acts of his deputy and the certificate of service of notice 


of protest must state by whom made or served. 

Each notary for the Parish of Orleans furnishes bond in 
the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars. The bond must be approved 
by the Presiding Judge of the Civil District Court for the Parish 
of Orleans and is tested every year by a proceeding taken by the 
District Attorney before one of the Judges of said Court. 

In the country parishes of this State, the notary’s bond is 
of one thousand dollars. | 

No commission of Notary Public for the Parish of Orleans 
is issued to an applicant until he furnishes lst—A certificate of 
at least three Judges of the Supreme Court of this State, showing 
that he has been examined by them and found competent to fulfill 
the office; 2nd his oath of office; 3rd his bond properly executed, 
approved and registered in the Conveyance Office; 4th his offi- 
cial signature; 5th the impress of his official seal. 

Whenever a notary public desires to absent himself, he must 


obtain from the Governor a leave of absence, naming and desig- 


nating another notary public to represent him in his absence. 

The term of office of a notary public for the parish of Or- 
leans is not limited by law. He remains in office so long as he 
renews his bond every five years. 

The formalities attached to the execution of notarial acts 
and deeds in Louisiana are longer and more expensive than they 
are in most of the Common Law States. It is probable that in 
the course of time, to facilitate the speedy transfers of property, 
daily increasing by the rapid development of the country, the 
notarial system now in force in this State will be simplified and 
the expenses attached thereto reduced accordingly. 


ORDINANCE OF 1717 GOVERNING NOTARIES IN 
LOUISIANA DURING FRENCH COLO. 
NIAL PERIOD 


TRANSLATED BY THE LATE WM. K. DART FROM THE PRINTED COPY OF 
THE DECLARATION OF THE KING. 


Publications of the Louisiana Historical Society, IV, pp. 34 (1908). The orginal 
document, dated Aug. 2, 1717, is in the volume French MSS., Mississippi Valley, 1699- 


1717, in the library of the society. | 
The formal caption in the preamble, “Louis by the Grace of God,’’ etc., and the 
formal conclusion and the signature have been omitted from this translation. 


The preservation of the minutes of acts and contracts 
which are passed by and before notaries being of prime im- 
portance in order to assure the ownership of property and the 
repose of families, Article 423 of the Ordonnance of Orleans 
makes it obligatory upon all notaries to register their notes 
and minutes and to sign the registry. Said article also pro- 
vides that after the death of a notary an inventory shall be 
made by the ordinary judge of the place, of the register and 
protocol of the deceased and that the same be delivered to the 
clerk to be closed and signed and in time delivered by the clerk 
to the parties applying therefor in consideration of a fee, of 
which one-half shall go to the Clerk and the other half to the 
heirs of the deceased. But having been informed that the said 
ordinance is not enforced in the colonies subject to our juris- 
diction, where the notaries have not been controlled by us, it 
frequently happens that the acts of deceased notaries are not 
registered nor even bound together, and remaining in the pos- 
session of the heirs, sometimes unknown to the parties in 
interest; they know not to whom to address themselves to obtain 
copies, and when the said heirs seek these acts they are either in 
bad order or are mislaid or lost. Such an abuse creates great 
trouble in families, so we have deemed it worthy of our attention, 
and for these reasons, under the advice of our very dear and 
beloved, etc., etc., we have declared and ordered, and do hereby 
declare and 


1. 


From the day of the publication of these presents all 
notaries established in the colonies royal as well as seigneuri- 
alle, subject to our jurisdiction shall be obligated to bind to- 
gether, in the order of years and dates, all acts passed before 
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them in the preceding years to the publication of these pres- 
ents; to distinguish the acts by years and to place the acts of 
each year separately in a cover or volume in the order of exe- 
cution, on the back of which shall appear the year. 


2. 


They shall also be bound to bind together in the order of 
dates the minutes of acts and contracts passed before them > 
during the course of each year in the future and as soon as 
said acts shall have been passed, and to place said acts so 
bound in a cover or volume as hereinabove provided, likewise 
showing the year on the back. 


r 3. 


The Procureurs of the King of ordinary jurisdiction and © 
the fiscal’ procureurs of the seigneurialles justices shall be 
bound to examine without cost to the office of each notary of 
his district within three months after the publication of these 
presents the acts of the years preceding this law to ascertain 
whether the notaries have carried out the provisions of the 
First Article of these presents. 


4. 


They shall also be bound to examine without cost to the 
notaries within the three first months of each year the acts of 
the preceding years and ascertain whether the notaries have 
carried out the second article of these presents and whether 
they are preserving their acts of anterior years in good con- 
dition. | 

5. 


They shall draw up proces verbaux without cost describing 
the condition in which they find the acts of notaries in their 
district and-shall send the said proces verbaux within three 
months of their date to the Procureur General of the Superior 
Council of their jurisdiction who shall report to the said Super- 
ior Council the facts and the Council shall order that the same 
remain with the Clerk of said Council as a part of his records. 


6. 


Notaries who have not satisfied the two first articles ‘of 
these presents shall be condemned by the Superior Council to 
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an arbitrary fine, which shall not exceed six livres for the first 
offense, and greater penalty and even removal from their office 
in case of recurrence. : 


if 


Immediately after the publication of these presents the 
ordinary judges of the place, at the instance of the procureurs | 
of the king of their jurisdiction, and the judges of the seigneur- 
ialles justices at the request of the fiscal procureurs of said 
justices shall be bound to repair without cost to the domicile 
of the heirs of deceased notaries in their district, or to those | 
who shall resign their notarial commission before the publica- | 
tion of these presents, to obtain the acts of deceased or resigned 
notaries, of which they shall make an inventory without cost, 
deliver without cost a copy of said inventory to said heirs or 
to those notaries who have resigned, after which inventory they | 
shall cause said acts to be bound in the order of years and 
dates by their Clerk as hereinabove provided, which shall 
thereafter be deposited in the Clerk’s office. : 


8. 


The said judges shall also be obligated to repair without 
delay and without costs, upon the same requests, to the domi- 
cile of notaries who shall die in their district or who shall re- | 
sign their offices after the publication of these presents, shall 
make an inventory without costs of their acts, of which inven- 
tory they shall deliver gratis to the heirs a copy, as hereinbe- 
fore provided in the preceding article, and shall thereafter de- 
posit said acts in the records of their Clerks. 


9. 


The said Procureurs of the King and fiscal procureurs shall 
send to the Procureur General within three months of their date, 
the proces verbaux of their visits to the domicile of the heirs of 
notaries deceased or resigned before the publication of these 
presents and of the notaries deceased or resigned since the pub- 
lication, together with a copy of the inventory which they shall 
have made of the acts found with the said notaries, to be in turn 
reported to the Superior Council by the said Procureur General, 
and the said proces verbaux and inventories shall remain with 
the Clerk of said Council as part of his records. 
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10. 


All our subjects in said colonies who may have possession 
of acts of notaries are enjoined to report the same to the judges 
of their domicile within fifteen days from the publication of 
these presents, to be forthwith inventoried, of which inventory 
there shall be delivered to them a copy gratis. Said acts Shall 
thereupon be deposited with the Clerk, to be reported, permit- 
ting to the Procureurs of the King and Fiscal Procureurs to 
make all necessary copies, the whole without costs. 


The Clerks who shall be depositaries of said acts shall 
be bound to give for the period of five years, to run from the 
day of the inventory of said acts, to the heirs of the deceased 
and to the resigned notaries, one-half of the fees they shall 
receive for copies of said acts or contracts, which they shall 
be permitted to sign and deliver to the parties requesting the 
same, of which they shall be required to keep an account year 
by year of the amounts received, which account shall be sworn 
to before the judge and of which amount they shall remit one- 
half as hereinabove provided. After five years elapsed the said 
fees shall belong entirely to said Clerks. Those persons com- 
posing our Superior Councils in America and in the West Indies 
shall cause this law to be registered and executed, and they are 
commanded to preserve and guard it according to its text, not- 
withstanding all contrary edicts, regulations and ordinances 
which we have executed, for the present law is now our pleas- 
ure and will remain so until we ordain otherwise. 

THUS DONE, etc., at Paris, August 2, 1717. 
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FOLLOWING THE SPANISH TRAIL ACROSS THE 
“NEUTRAL TERRITORY” IN LOUISIANA 


By LEON SuGAR of Lake Charles, La. 


The route across the American continent trod by the Cit- 
izenry of Spain wound and wended and twisted in irregular 
lines and turned at rambling angles, but from sun to sun unfail- 
ingly it went. The route is now overgrown with weeds and 
briars, with farms and villages, with cities and with sovereign 
states, but, for all that, we can follow it by the foot prints still 
trailing on—here some sojourner tarried for a rest, then tarried 
longer, and then founded a home; there a stream, a hill, a valley, 
to which still cling the romantic names that befell them; and 
thus, link by link, we follow from ocean to ocean. 


The imprint of Spanish occupancy is not deeply marked 
in the Calcasieu locality. In other parts of Louisiana and other 
localities, to the north, to the east, and to the west, reminders 
are numerous and prominent. “The Calcasieu country” wrote 
Judge Xavier Martin, in 1827, “is a barren waste.” The Span- 
iards seemed to have no greater appreciation; they claimed sov- 
ereignty and they passed back and forth across it, possibly | 
because it was convenient, but otherwise they paid it small atten- 
tion. 


The western boundary of the Province of Louisiana and 
of the State of Louisiana was for a long time involved in much 
obscurity. When France ceded Louisiana to Spain (1762) and 
when Spain restored Louisiana to France (1803) and when 
France sold Louisiana to the United States litthe was known or 
cared about the geography of the country they were peddling. 
The ignorance of the participating high dignitaries was glossed 
over with language, sonorous, but loose and far from, even ap- 
proximate, precision. This ignorance, or carelessness was the 
cause of great trouble and led to many bloody battles. 


A strip of country on the western edge of Louisiana, long 
in dispute between the United States and Spain, was known as 
the “neutral territory.” As a matter of fact it was far from neu- 
tral. There were many contentions between settlers of different 
allegiance. This, however, more particularly applies to the coun- 
try further north. The land records for this vicinity show very 
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few names that bespeak Spanish nativity. The records ‘make 
mention of settlers who were here in early days but names like 
Thompson, Smith, Perkins, King, Ryan, etc., are not suggestive 
of Spanish ancestry.’ 

After the treaty of 1819 between the United States and 
Spain, the United States recognized and respected the land grants 
made by Spain, but did so only after the claimant produced 
absolute proof. With few exceptions, the early cessions of Cal- 
casieu lands made by the United States were to actual settlers. 


The act of congress of March 3, 1823, provided “that 
all that tract of country situated between the Rio Hondo 
and Sabine river, within the State of Louisiana, and pre- 
viously to the treaty of the 22nd of February, 1819, between 
the United States and Spain, called the neutral territory, 
be’and the same is hereby attached to the district south of 
Red river; and the register and receiver of the land office 
in said district are required to receive and record all writ- 
ten evidences of claim to land in said tract of country, 
derived from, and issued by, the Spanish Government of 
Texas, prior to the 20th day of December, 1803, according 
to the regulations, as to the granting of lands, the laws 
and ordinances of said government, and to receive and record 
all evidences of claim, founded on occupation and habitation, 
and cultivation.” 


An attempt to ascertain, or define, the boundaries of the 
so-called neutral territory is found in the testimony taken before 
the register and receiver of the Natchitoches land office in 1824.” 

Testimony of Samuel Davenport. “The neutral territory 
comprehends all the tract country lying east of the Sabine and 
west of the River Culeashue, Bayou Kisachey, the branch of 
Red river, called Old River, from the Kisachey up to the mouth 
of Bayou Don Manuel, southwest of Bayou Don Manuel, Lake 
Terre Noir and Aroyo Hondo, and south of Red river, to the 
northwestern boundary of the State of Louisiana.’ 


Testimony of Jose M. Mora. “I have no other knowledge of 
the neutral territory, as to its boundaries, but from the Rio 
Hondo to the Sabine river.” | 

1American State Papers, Vol. IV, p. 146. 


2Ibid. 89. 
*Ibid. 90. 
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Testimony of Gregorio Mora. “In the years 1794 and 1795 
I collected the tithes of all the residents who lived or who had 
stocks west of the River Culeashue, of the Bayou Kisachey, of 
the Bayou Don Manuel and Rio Hondo, and south of Red river, 
which were at that time within the jurisdiction of Nacogdoches 
and on the line of the Providence of Louisiana.” : | 

Orthography and geography do not seem to have given any 
worry to our pioneers. When not opposed by superior force 
they went as they wished; and when they spelled a word they 
went according to the law of least resistance. When one of them 
trimmed his quill] pen self-respecting letters that objected to or- 
thographic mesalliance had to find safety in rapid flight. 

A number of parties appeared and submitted written docu- 
ments in support of their land claims. These documents are 
quaint and interesting, but only a glimpse at them can be given 
here. It appears that the land grants under Spanish authority 
needed to be followed up by placing the grantee in actual physical 
possession. 

The following copy of a “process verbal of possession” is 
almost (except for change in names and description of land) 
word for word, like all. And, like all, it shows a lack of fixity in 
boundaries, but characteristically, verbosity is sought to make 
up for lack of precision.‘ | 


“On this 29th day of December, 1795, in compliance 
with the foregoing decree, I, Jose Cayetano de Zepeda, sin- 
dico procurador del comun Pueblo de Nuestra Senora del 
Pibar de Nacogdoches, went with the witnesses of my 
assistance, Don Jose de la Vega and Vincento del Rio, to the 
place called Bayou of the Adaise, where the petitioner claims, 
and has built his house, in order to give to the said D. Pedro 
Dolet, who is now living on the premises, possession accord- 
ing to the decree; wherefore, being at the designated place 
on the Bayou of the Adaise, and having inquired whether 
any of the neighbors would be injured by this grant, and 
having well ascertained that there was no impediment what- 
ever, and that none of the boundaries of the adjacent pro- 
prietors intersected or touched those designated by Pedro 
Dolet in his foregoing petition, for which reason no injury. 
can result to the nearest neighbors by giving Pedro Dolet 


‘Ibid. 111. 
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possession of the land he claims in his petition, with all the 
extent and the boundaries therein mentioned; I have visited 
those boundaries, and the land they surround, with the 
aforesaid witnesses of my assistance, and the said Pedro 
Dolet, and, taking the latter by the right hand, I went with 
him a certain number of paces from north to south, and 
afterwards from east to west; and then, having let his 
hand go, he went as he pleased on the said land of Bayou 
of the Adaise, pulled up grass, made holes in the ground, | 
planted stakes, cut bushes, threw dust into the air and on 
the ground, and performed several other things and capers, 
as evidence of the possession which I had given him in the — 
name of his Majesty, whom God preserve, of the said land, 
with the extent and boundaries which he has demanded, and 
in proof of the property which he now holds in it as sole 
master by virtue of this act of possession, and, also, as a 
symbol of the right of property which he forever holds on 
said land, of one league on each course of the compass, in 
the manner, place, and with the boundaries expressed in | 
his foregoing petition, with all: uses and privileges there- 
unto belonging; and, afterwards, I have designated the 
aforesaid tract of land by the name of San Pedro de las 
_ Adaise, so that it may forever go by that name; and, in 
order that said Pedro Dolet may be forever quieted in the 
peaceable enjoyment of his said land agreeably to law, and 
that the evidence of his right may appear, I have signed 
these presents, with the witnesses of my assistance, at San 
Pedro de las Adaise, the day, month, and year aforesaid. 
“JOSE CAYETANO DE ZEPEDA 
“Jose Luis de la Vega 
“Vincente Del Rio.” 


It is left for the reader to imagine what other possible qapers 
were left not performed. 

The treaty of 1819° and the congressional act of 1823 locate 
the Aroyo Hondo as in Louisiana and east of Sabine River. Quite 
likely the reader in Imperial Calcasieu would have as much dif- 
ficulty in finding the Rio Hondo as in finding the Culeashue. On 
some of the older maps our lovely Calcasieu river is many times 
noted as Bayou Quelqueshue and sometimes as Calcasheu—never 


5Treaty with Spain, Feb. 22, 1819. 
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Quelquechose, as some think was the original name. This.coun- 
try was roamed over and at times occupied by Indians and not 
always by the same tribe, and there is authority, apparently well 
founded, for the statement that ‘‘Calcasieu”’ is derived from a 
certain Indian word meaning ‘“‘Eagle.”’ 


As late as 1831 in an act concerning iin to be held in 
the Parish of St. Landry, it is recited “‘That hereafter the votes 
to be received in the additional precinct election, shall be taken at 
the house of Rees Perkins on the River Calcasion, in lieu of 
Stephen Henderson’s.’”* Some comparatively short time after 
the year 1800 there was a settler on Calcasieu river named John 
Henderson. His home was some eight or ten miles further up the 
river than the settlement of Rees Perkins. 


The name of Rees Perkins, as a land claimant, appears more 
than one time in the reports. The house referred to in the act 
of 1831 was probably on the “Tract of land lying within the late 
neutral territory, situated on the right bank of the west branch 
of the Queleshue river, at a pine bluff about three miles from the 
mouth of said branch * * *’7® There are lines on the old maps 
that, to the mind of the writer, indicate that there was a ferry 
across Calcasieu river at a point near what is even unto this day 
known as Perkins’ ferry; and that the Old Spanish Trail, from 
east to west and from west to east passed over Calcasieu river. 
It is quite probable that the existence of a ferry across Calcasieu 
river and the existence of a road easily followed led to the change 
of voting precinct. | : 


In 1824° the state of Louisiana granted Hy polite Guidry 
the exclusive privilege -of establishing and keeping a ferry over 
the River Mermentau (this name was sometimes in those days 
spelled Mermenton) at the place where the said river intersects 
with the Nez Pique. This act was amended in 1826’ and this time 
the name was spelled Mementao. Ignorance of, or indifference 
towards the Calcasieu country is noticeable. 

Calcasieu parish, formerly a part of St. Landry aa was 
created in 1840." Its eastern boundary is given as the River 
Mermentou. In the following year the privilege of keeping a 


6Act (La.) No. 3 of 1831. 

™. S. Township plat—Survey approved Mar. 3, 1832. 
SRio Hondo Claim No. 263. 

*Act (La.) of Feb. 28, 1824. 

MAct (La.) of Feb. 3, 1826. 

MAct (La.) 172 of 1840. 
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ferry about two miles below the mouth of the Nez Pique was 
granted to James Andrew, Sr., and he was required “to. keep 
and maintain in perfectly good order a ferry-boat or flat sufficient 
at all proper times to transport and ferry across the said River 
-Mermentau all such wagons, horses, cattle, persons and property 
as may present themselves to be ferried across said river, and 
such ferry-boat or flat shall at all times be provided with a good 
railing on each side thereof, lengthwise at least four feet high.” 
In a paper like this it is not quite proper to discuss the possible 
consequences of a wagon, either horse-drawn or cattle-drawn, 
presenting itself for transportation across the river. 

A considerable number of people were established along the 
Mermentau river; very few west of there; and this may account 
for the seeming neglect of the state of affairs in what had been 
the “neutral territory.” Certainly no great wealth existed about 
here, for in the year 1841, Act 96 (La.) of 1841, it was provided 
- that there should be two assessors in the Parish of Calcasieu, each 
of whom was to receive the salary of $160 a year—one-half to be 
paid by the State and one-half to be paid by the parish.. 

Large oaks from little acorns (sometimes) grow. The 
- reader will find on the map of Louisiana, up near the city of 
Natchitoches, a small black line noted as “Rio Hondo.” In the 
testimony taken at Natchitoches in 1824‘? there are a number of 
references to the Rio Hondo. One of the witnesses places it about 
six miles west of the town of Natchitoches; another witness 
testifies that the land of a certain claimant lies ‘““Within the late 
neutral territory, situated about a quarter of a mile from the 
Aroyo Hondo, on the road leading from the town of Natchitoches | 
to Gaines’ Ferry on the Sabine river, bounded on the west by 
the Aroya Hondo * * * *” 


_.. The most interesting testimony pertains to the land claim 
of “Edward Murphy.” The testimony submitted by Edward 
Murphy, was in writing and as follows: 


“Sen. Lieutenant Governor: Edward Murphy, of the 

post of Natchitoches, part of the province of Louisiana, pre- 

sents himself before you; and says, that on the margin of a 
creek named Aroya Hondo, which separates the two prov- 

inces on the side of the province of Texas and on the margin 

_ between the -royal road and another which passes by the 


#2Am., St. Papers, Vol. IV, p. 89. 
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Bayou St. John, there is a cove which I find so advantageous 
for collecting my cattle, I beg your honor would please to 
grant me possession of those lands, from which I shall reap 
great advantage having no place to collect my cattle; and, 
moreover, to grant me on this paper, there being none 

_ stamped: humbly ask of your honor that it may please you 
to give me possession of said land. 


“Nacogdoches, October 17, 1791. 
*“MORFIT.”’ 


“‘Nocogdoches, October 17, 1791. 
“In consequence of the petition, and that the land so- 
licited is in the province of Texas, and vacant, I do grant 
it in due and best form, and that it may so appear, I sign this 


at Nacogdoches, October 18, 1791. 
“ANTONIO GIL Y BARVO.” 


There are further numerous references to roads, to ferries, 
and to Spanish villages, in the country about Natchitoches, but 
no mention is found of Spanish villages in the Calcasieu territory, 
nor is there found any mention of highways and roads except the 
“Old Spanish Trace.” 

One, George Fogleman, “filed his notice claiming, by virtue 
of settlement and occupancy prior to February 22, 1819** a tract 
of land, lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
west side of the Quelqueshue river on the Spanish Trace, about 
two miles above Charles’ lake.” 

James Answorth, Ja., “filed his notice claiming by virtue 
of settlement and occupancy, a tract of land lying within the late 
neutral territory, situated on the west side of the Quelqueshue 
river, and on the west side of Show Pique Bayou, about 15 miles 
above the entrance of said bayou into the Quelqueshue river, at 
the crossing of said bayou which is about two miles south of the 
Spanish Trace.” 

Henry Moss “‘filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhab- 
itation, occupation and cultivation, a tract of land lying within 
the late neutral territory, and situated west of the Bayou Quel- 
quesheu, on the waters of the Bayou d’Inde* about two miles 
below and south of the Old Spanish Trace to the Sabine.” 


1%American State Papers, Vol. IV, 138. 
%#A common error: Should be Bayou Dinde—Turkey Bayou, 112 La. Rep. 218. 
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James Barnett “filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occu- 
pation, inhabitation and cultivation, a tract of land situated on 
the River Sabine at the Old Spanish Crossing, having a cabin on 
each side of the road.” 

There is further testimony to the effect that George Orr and 
Abel Terrall settled on this tract of land in the year 1818, and 
that it was “under good fence.” 

Thus ends the Calcasieu section of the “Old Spanish Trace.” 
If the reader would follow along further he must cross the Sa- 
bine and find his guide in the land that once was known as the 
Spanish Province of Texas, 
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EDITOR’S CHAIR 


By HENRY P. DART 


THE TENTH The first number of the an od was dated 
B nel January 8, 1917, and the three succeeding num- 
QUARTERLY Pers struggled into print in September, 1917, and 
January and April, 1918. While these four 
issues were valuable and interesting, the affair was in its na- 
ture tentative and irregular. The courage of the editor and 
the hopefulness of the Louisiana Historical Society were the 
sole assets behind the venture. 

The second volume showed growth but the long delays be- 
tween the numbers, still hung about the neck of the editor and 
we may say in passing, was a matter quite beyond his strength. 
This condition of affairs did not better and had reached a 
hopeless state when the present administration took office. 

The necessity for a thorough reorganization was manifest 
and included an expansion of the field of operations and an 
effort to make the publication a representative organ of the 
whole State. It has taken time to do this but the corner was 
turned quite a while back and the Louisiana Historical Quar- 
terly is now the recognized authority and leader in all that con- 
cerns the history of Louisiana. 

With the spread of its influence to the great centers of — 
learning in the United States and Europe, the Quarterly has 
fulfilled the dream of its founders. They pitched their ideals 
high, they aimed to be the organ of no clique, to represent no 
prejudices, to sustain no issues. The policy at the start was to 
re-examine without bias of prejudice the story of the past in 
Louisiana and to perpetuate the evidence upon which the truth 
of history is founded. 

This policy has been sustained and it has fixed the destiny 
of the Quarterly. Nothing may hereafter be done or omitted 
to alter its happy station. It must continue to be the repository 
of the facts of our history, all other purposes must bend to 


this dominating one. How faithfully it has lived up to its 


ideals, the pages of the last five volumes bear witness, and the 
year 1927 will continue the good work and bring the Quarterly 
still closer to the hearts of our people. The schedule for the 
year is established and the papers are all in hand that we be- 
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lieve will iia this Volume Ten the most memorable in the 
life of the Quarterly. 


IN The death of W. R. Irby in November, 1926, 
wie day afflicts the Quarterly with the sense of an irre- 

"parable loss. His generosity in 1922 opened one . 
of the great treasure houses of Louisiana History. He furnished 
the opportunity to examine and study with care our local rec- 
ords of the French and Spanish domination, and no feature of 
the Quarterly has excited more interest than the recurring 
installments of our Calendar of these documents. 

Not only has this series established a new chapter in the 
history of the State, but it has opened a wide vista upon the 
life and manners of our forefathers. The separate papers 
printed by us during the past five years, based upon discoveries 
in this inexhaustible mine have upset many legends and created 
new ideals of history. 

_ The familiar historical picture of the drab and uninter- 
esting 18th Century in Louisiana has disappeared under this 
examination and every day adds new material to prove that 
the old colony of Louisiana was during that period abreast of 
the best thought and an active element in the movements that 
illustrate that era of the history of our commen country. 

To W. R. Irby, we owe the renaissance of historical study 
of our social and racial history which is such a marked note of | 
the last half of the first quarter of the 20th Century. This 
alone would compel us to lay this wreath of remembrance on 
his tomb, but great as was this service, the memory of W. R. 
Irby will be long hallowed for the generous and unobtrusive 
benefactions that will be enjoyed by generations yet unborn. 
Their future will be made something different by the life work 
of this lover of his people, whose magnificent prevision laid 
the foundations upon which that future will be built. 


RECORDS OF THE SUPERIOR COUNCIL OF LOUISIANA 
XXXII. | 


Supplemental Index No. 10. 
(Continued from October, 1926.) 


(April, 1738, to December, 1738.) 


(This is the last installment of this Supplemental Index. See ene of 
same, Louisiana Historical Quarterly, page 676, October, 1924.) 


| By HELOISE H. CRUZAT 
April 1, 1738. Petition to de Salmon, Commissioner of the Ma- 


£ 


. (9705) rine, Ordonnateur and First Judge in the Su- 
1 p. perior Council, by Marie Louise de Malbec, 

| widow of Sr. Charles Petit de Livilliers, Ma- . 
Succession of rine Captain, who died this morning, for affix- 
Sieur Charles ing of seals to goods of his succession, in the 
Petit de presence of Sr. de Noyan, Major of this place, 
Livilliers. owing to rank of her deceased husband, and — 


of the Procureur Général for the protection of 
all concerned. Signed: Malbec de Livilliers. 

Order by Judge Salmon to affix seals and 
proceed to inventory, description and appraise- 
ment of goods of deceased Sr. Petit de Livil- 


lieres. 
April 4. Inventory of effects of succession of Sr. 
(9706) Charles Petit de Livilliers, taken by Sr. Louis 


Joseph Bizoton, “Commissioner of the Marine,” 
Inventory of the jin the presence of the Procureur Général, of 


Estate at the Augustin Payen, Chevalier de Noyan; and of 
affixing of the Clerk of the Superior Council. Inventory 
the seals. covers furniture, crockery, silverware, glass- 
9 pp. ware, kitchenware, etc. Signed: Malbec de 


Livilliers, de Gauvry,#lenormand, fleuriau, 
noyan, Bizoton, Henry, @lerk of Council. 


(9714) Protest filed in Registry by Jean Baptiste 
April 4. Faucon Dumanoir, Agent of the Company of 
Indies, against sale or division of returns of es- 
Protest of tate of Sr. Charles Petit de Livilliers until pay- 
creditors. ment of 15,562 livres due to said Company. 
Signed: JB. Faucon Dumanoir. | | 
(9700) Petition to de Salmon, by Widow Petit de 
April 5. Livilliers to convene relatives and friends of 


patie for her deceased husband to elect a tutor and 
famihy t to his minor heirs. Signed: malbec_ 
de iers. 


x 
} 
& 
tg 
‘ 
| 
+ 
| 
| 
| 
| © 
q 


Records of the Superior Council of Louisiana 97 


(9700) Order by Judge Salmon to convene said 
meeting before the Procureur Général of the 
| King. 
(9701) Report to Judge Salmon by Widow Pctit de 
Livilliers of her election as tutrix of her minor 
Proces- Verbal children, issue of her marriage to deceased 
of family Charles Petit de Livilliers, and of Sr. de Noyan 
meeting. | ‘as under tutor, and after administration of cus- 
tomary oath said election was homologated. 
3 pp. Signed: malbec de Livilliers, noyan, coustilhas, 


Le Chvr De St aignet, d’hautrive, membrede, 
: laurent de Bonbrun, E de Benac, Salmon, fleu- 
p riau, Henry, Clerk of Council. 


(9673) Petition to de Salmon, Commissioner of the 
April 7,1738. | Marine, Ordonnateur and First Judge of the 
fo 9, Superior Council, by Marie Louise Malbec, 
(2325) widow of Sr. Charles Petit de Livilliers, as 
1% pp. tutrix of her children, for seals to be raised 


on goods of her husbafid’s estate and that in- 


Petition to 
raise seals and ventory, description and appraisement be made 
inventory estate. of the same. Signed: malbec de Livilliers. 
(9674) Order that said inventory be taken before 
Sr. Bizoton, on April 7. _ 
(9675) Inventory of goods of succession of deceased 
April 7. Charles Petit de Livilliers, following petition 
: of his widow as tutrix of the minor heirs: 
Inventory Charles Cezard, Madeleine Victoire, Antoin- 
of same. ette Pélagie, Louis Mathurin and Pélagie Petit 
: de Livilliers. Inventory taken by Sr. Louis 
25 pp. Joseph Bizoton, Commissioner of the Marine 


at Mobile and Second Councillor in the Super- 
ior Council of the Province in the presence of 
the widow; Sr. de Noyan; the Procureur Géné- 
ral and the Clerk of the Council. It covers 
furniture, table linen, bedding, wearing appar- 
el, silverware, crockery, kitchenware, negro 
slaves in the city, lots and buildings, titles and 
papers, passive and active debts, lands, plan- 
tation slaves, tools, cattle, sheep, grain. 


(gratis). — Signed: malbec de Livilliers, fleuriau, lenor- 
mand, Bizoton, Henry, Clerk. 


April 9. Sr. Antoine Philippe Brusle leases a slave to : 
Jean Baptiste de St. Laurent, Ecuyer de Mon- 
Lease of a brun, to make the voyage to Illinois, to be em- 


negro. ployed as lessee judges proper, stipulating that | 
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if said slave is drowned or killed by the sav- 

(9715) . ages the loss will be on Sr. de Bonbrun; the 
(2326) consideration for the lease is 1500 pounds of 
feo 9. Illinois flour. If the slave be employed during 
2 pp. fifteen months, Sr. de Monbrun obligates him- 
self to pay 2000 pounds of flour. For security 

of which and of the said slave, Sr. de Mon- 

brun hypothecates his movables and immov- 

ables, present and to come hereafter, obligat- 

ing, renouncing, etc. Signed: st Laurent Mon- 

brun, Bruslé, DE side Roumier, Henry, No- 


tary. 


April12,1738. Testimony in Pelee by Bernard, called La 
Complaint Joye, of a quarrel between a free negro and 
pr fa one belonging to Sr. de Chavannes, requesti 

a tree tears that certificate be given of this complaint an 

and a slave. that the Procureur Général be called to act 

(9717) | thereon. Signed: Bernard Bouillon dit Lajoye, 

(2327) | Henry, Clerk of Council. 

314 pp. 

(9719) Testimony concerning said quarrel by Fran- 
cois Montenol, called De Lauriers, asserting 
that one of the men and a negress owned by 
de Chavannes were wounded. Signed: fran- 
cois Montenolle dt Deloriée, Henry, Clerk. 


April 16. Acknowledgment before Notary Royal and Keep- 
(9730) er of Seals by Sr. Joseph Du Breuil of his in- 
(2330) debtedness to the Company of the Indies for 
214 pp. the sum of 10,682 livres, 6 sols, 10 deniers, for 
coin advanced by its Agent, Sr. Jean Baptiste 
Acknowledgment Faucon Dumanoir, Sr. Du Breuil having as- 
of debt to sumed debts of Sr. Louis Joseph Bizoton: 500 
Company of livres; succession of Sr. de Boisbriant and Sr. 
the Indies. Chepart for 5207 livres, 17 sols, 10 deniers, 
and 1500 livres for another obligation of Sr. 
Bizoton, etc., which sum he obligates himself 
to pay in amounts and at times stipulated. 
Signed: JB. Faucon Dumanoir, Du Breuil, L. 
feugere, Bimont, Bizoton, Henry, Notary. 
Approved by Commissioner for affairs of the 

Company of the Indies. Signed: Salmon. 
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April 16, 1738. Testinsous of Dessanie that Sr. Grandmaison em- 


(9729) barked in the sloop St. John as second cap- 

(2329) tain and that he was recognized as such by 

1 p. the crew and fulfilled the obligations and func- 

Report tions of his place in such a manner as to pre- 

clude reproach. Signed: Mn Dessanie. 

cantain. of Certification of above~ testimony by ‘“‘feu- 

sloop St. John. gere.”’ 

April 20. Letter to Sr. Raoult, merchant of La Rochelle, 

(7787) from (blank) empowering him to receive from 

2 pp. N. P. Sr. Rasteau as per procuration remitted by 

a copy. . Bizoton, the sum of 6416 livres, 16 sols, 3 

Letter deniers, in all, 6696 livres, 16 sols, 6 deniers, 

authorizing for merchandise sold to him by St. Jacques 

collection of Raynault, consigned to deceased Bernard Las- 

April 25. Marriayre Contract of Sr. Srenieble Goudeau, sur- 

(9747) — geon major at the Post of N atchitoches, son : 

fo 9. of Sr. Charles Goudeau and Marianne Remy, ? 

(2335) a native of La Rochelle, Parish of St. Bathel- J 

5 pp. my, Bishopric of La Rochelle, on one side, and 

ae Demoiselle Catherine La Brat, widow of Sr. . 

Marriage Jean Boisselier, pilot at La Balize. Signed: , | 

contract. — f. Goudeau, f. Gallor, Trenaunay Chanfret, <i 
Duvec, Ozenne, Roumier, Henry, Notary. Doc- ) 


ument badly stained. 


April 29. | Mutual Donation before Sieur Beatie Captain 
of Militia of Pointe Coupée, between Sr. 


(9755) 
(2337) ; Thomas Remont and his wife, Therese Tenon, 
2 pp. each leaving. all that he possesses to the sur- 
Mutual wit Vivor. Signed: + Usual mark of Thomas Rai- 
mond; D haussy, + Ordinary mark of Therese | | 
Thenon, his wife; maieux, philippe 
CALAIS, Porvier, witness. 
(9756) Consent of Procureur Général that above _ | 
July 5, 1738. donation be read at next session of Council and | 
Coat a filed in Registry for execution in its form and | 
_ Procureur tenor. Signed: fleuriau. 
General thereto. 
July 5, 1738. Certificate by Henry, Clerk of the Council, 
Registry of - that above donation was read before the Su- 


same in records 
ot dapertér: perior Council and registered in Register No. 
Council. 
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April 30, 1738.Marriage Contract between Joseph Mathurin 
(9757) Pellerin, Ensign in Marine troops of this Col- 
(2338) ony, son of Sieur Mathurin Pellerin, Commis- 
fo 9. sioner of the Marine and Demoiselle Louise 
6 pp. Malbec, of full majority, a native of Marly, 
Archbishopric of Paris, Isle of France, and De- 
Marriage moiselle Elizabeth De Gauvrit, minor daugh- 
contract. ter of Sr. Joachim de Gauvrit, Knight of the 
| Military Order of St. Louis, Marine Captain 
in Louisiana, at present Commandant at the 
Post of Natchez, and of deceased Dame Marie 
Lesterie. Signed: Joseph Mathurin Pellerin, 
marielisabet de Gauvrit, Dalcour, de gauvry, 
fleuriau, le Chr D’orgon, De Benac, f. Gallot, 
Roumier, Henry, Notary. | 


Nov. 28, 1738. Ratification of above contract signed by de | 
(9762) Gauvrit. Henry, Notary. 


May 2. Remission of Debt due by Sr. de Serigny to J-b. 
fo 9. (9764) Le Moyne de Bienville, Governor of Louisiana, 
(2339) - by his brother, Sr. de Serigny, Captain of the 
3 pp. ships of the King’s Marine at Rochefort, in 
favor of his eldest son, as soon as he shall have 
Remission attained his majority and in the event of his 
of debt by death before that time, substitution to be made 
Bienville | for his brother and so on, after Sr. de Bien- 
in favor ville’s decease, whose heirs shall not be able © 
of son of ~ to molest them concerning this debt, as has 
debtor. been agreed, promising, obligating, renounc- 
ing, etc. Signed: Bienville, f. Gallot, Roumier, 


Henry, Notary. 


May 3. Marriage Contract between Messire Guillaume 


(9767) de Cloches, Chevalier de St. Agnet, son of de- 
fo 10. ceased Messire Pierre de Cloches Seigneur 
(2340) Baron de St. Agnet (signature is Aignet), and 
7 pp. of Dame Anne de Cap Planne, a native of St. 
Agnet, Archbishopric of Dauhe, Province of 
Marriage Tunar in Bearn; and Dame Francoise Laur- 
contract. ence Le Blanc, widow of Joseph Chauvin De- 
lery, residing at Chapitoulas, with her two 
daughters, Marguerite and Laurence Chauvin 
Delery. Signed: Le Chvr De St aignet, Lor- 
ance Leblanc, Bienville, LouBoey, fr noyan, 
Salmon, noyan, le blanc de la loere, JB. Fau- 
con Dumanoir, helen fazende, lafreniere, cous- 
tilhas, Veve lefebvre, Le Cher D’orgon, fa- 
zende, fleuriau, f. Gallot, Delery, joisset La- 
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(9773) 


Legitimation 
of child born 


previous to 


the marriage 
of parents. 
oe 


loir, Simars de Bellile ayde major, chalinette 
Dumanoir, De Benac, Salmon, membrede, Brou- 
tin, Malbec De Livilliers, Roumier, De faucon 
veuve Delery, Henry, Notary. 

Declaration by Sr. Guillaume De Cloches 


and Dame Laurence Le Blanc, that they have 


had a daughter born on the sixth or seventh 
of April, 1737, baptized on the same day by 
Rev. Fr. Philippe, whom they recognize as 
their child, with a right to inherit as their le- 
gitimate child as well as the children who may 
be born of this marriage, of which declaration 
act was passed and certified. Signed: Chr De 
St aignet, Henry, Notary. (No date—begins 
“In the moment,” therefore same date as mar- 
riage contract, May 3, 1738.) 


May 3, 1738. Mutual Donation entre vifs, between Jean Fran- 


(9774) 
fo 10. 
(2341) 


pp. 


Mutual wills 
of husband 
and wife. 


(9775) 


Approval | 
of Procureur 
General. 


(9776) 


Registry of 


May 5. 
(9777) 
fo 10. 
(2342) 


414 pp. 


Marriage 
contract. 


cois Cannele, carpenter, residing in New Or- 
leans, and Marie Prieur, his wife, having been 
married at Dunkirk, 33 years ago, and having 
acquired some property since they are in this 
Colony, for the friendship they bear each 
other, have mutually made donation one to the 
other of all that they may possess at the time 
of their death, the survivor being dispensed 
from furnishing bond, which donation shall be 
filed in Registry. Signed: marie prieur, Rou- 
mier, f. Gallot, Henry, Notary. 

Demand of Procureur Général for registra- 
tion of above donation after having been read 
before the Council, for execution in its form 
and tenor, there being no issue to said mar- 
riage. 

Filing in Registry of donation entre vifs be- 
tween Jean Francois Cannelle and Marie Pri- 
eur in Register No. 41. Signed: Henry, Clerk 
of Council. | 


_ Marriage Contract between Andre Simon, son of 


Jean Simon and Marguerite Marssine, a native 
of Danpirk, Electorate of Mins in Germany, 
and Marie Magdelaine Chemit, and Marianne 
Vallo, minor daughter of Gabriel Vallot and 
Jeanne Merry, a native of the Isle of Bath in 
Brittany, an orphan at Convent of the Ursu- 
line Ladies, established in New Orleans. 
Signed: Quilad Cinam, Marie anne Vallo, 
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Wiltz, Cor Cor Collno, f. Gallot, Roumier, 
Henry, Notary. | 


May 8, 1738. Marriage Contract between J ullien Gautier, son 


(9782) of deceased Michel Gautier and of Michelle 
fo 10. Ruhard, a native of Lapenty, in the province 
(2343) of Normandy: and Angelique Reve, daughter | 
516 pp. of deceased Jean Reve and Elizabeth Lemoyne, 
a native of Paris, former widow of Theodore 
Marriage Robin, called Lanoix. Signed: angelicue raive, 
contract. bronet, Bourbon, lenormand, guidon, Roumier, 
Gallot, Henry, Notary. 
July 5, 1738. Marriage Contract of Jullien Gautier and 
(9786) Angelique Reve, read before Council, homolo- 
gation of same and order to file in Registry 
Registry which was done in Register No. 41. Signed : : 
_ thereof. | Henry, Clerk. | 


May 10. Receipt for payment of negroes advanced to Sr. 
(9788) - Viquener by J-B. Faucon Dumanoir, Agent. of 
(2344) 1 p. the Company of the Indies. Signed: JB. Fau- 
Receipt for con Dumanoir, f. Gallot, Roumier. Document 
price of stained and very pale. 


negro slave. 


May 11, 1737. Acknowledgment by Sr. Nicolas Viquener and 


(9789) his wife, Marie Barbe, authorized by him, of 
2 pp. their indebtedness to the Company of the In- 

dies for the sum of 1000 livres as balance due 
Acknowledgment on slaves advanced by said Company, which 
of debt due they obligate themselves solidarily to pay 
Company of without division nor discussion, in three years, 
Indies. in three equal payments, for security of which 


they hypothecate their movables and immov- 
- ables, present and to come hereafter, with 
consent of Sr. de Salmon, Commissioner for the 
affairs of the Company. Signed: JB. Faucon 
Dumanoir, Hugault, Salmon, Henry, Notary. 


May 13.. Act of Partnership for commerce in Illinois, be- 
(27325) tween Jean Baptiste Lecompte and Louis Rob- 
fo 30. illard, passed before Notary Royal of Pointe 
(4178) 1 p. Coupée. Signed: Robbillioird, le Conte, St 
Act of Amand, witness; Roblot, witness; -Potin, No- 


Partnership. tary. 
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_ May 26, 1738..Declaration in Registry by Jacques Livet, resid- 


(9799). . 
fo 10. 
(2347) 1 p. 


Declaration | 
of runaway | 
negro enticed 
by another. 


May 27. 
(9800) 
fo 10. 
(2348) 


5 pp. 


Inventory of 
succession of 
Mrs. Furet. 


May 27, 1738. 
(9805) 


Succession 

of Francoise 
Gaulet. 

Family meeting 
to select tutor 


and under tutor. 


Appointment 
of same. 


June 2. 
(9929) 
(2381) 


214 pp. 


Procuration. 


June 3. 
(9010) 

fo 10. 
(2350) 1 p. 


Articles of 
partnership. 


ing at four leagues from New Orleans, that one 
of his negroes, named Samson, aged about 26 . 
years, had run away since about two months, 
having been influenced by another runaway 
negro of his, wherefore he requests the aid 
of the Procureur Général to apprehend and 
punish said negroes. Signed: Livet, Henry, 
Notary. | 


' Inventory, description and appraisement of goods 


of succession of Francoise Quipart, Widow 
Furet, leaving effects in charge of Claude Rey- 
naud, called Avignon, who promises to pro- 
duce them when so required. Signed: duia- 


_kroy, Avegnon, lenormand, fleuriau, Salmon. 


Declaration that wife of Gaspard Bellomé > 


“owes deceased Widow Furet 3 livres. Signed: 


fleuriau, Salmon, Henry, Clerk of Council. 


Report to de Salmon by Claude Renaud, 
called Avignon, of death of Francoise Gaulet, 
wife of (blank), who is in France, leaving 
two minor children, one called Estienne Le- 
maire, aged 12 years, and a daughter by her 
last marriage aged 214 years, and request to 
convene family meeting to elect tutor and un- 
der tutor to minors. Sr. Claude Raynaud 
elected as tutor and Sr. Pierre Voisin as under 
tutor, and both having accepted and taken 


- customary oath, homologation of said election. 
. Signed: D.R. 


lapierre, avignon, duroktoy, 
fleuriau, Car Car Colmo, Salmon, Henry, No- 


tary. 


Procuration by Michel Vien, a carpenter, to Fran- 


coise Le Vert, his wife, before Jerome Roussel- 


jliet, notary royal at Fort Chartres, to transact 


his business during his absence. 

Certification that Sr. Jerome is notary royal 
at Fort Chartres and that above procuration 
is valid. Signed: Delaloere Flaucourt. 


Act of Partnership for the manufacture of pitch 


and tar, between Sr. Jacques Larche and St. 
Antoine Aufrere, Sr. Larche entering one-third 
and Sr. Aufrere two-thirds of capital, losses 
and profits to be divided on this basis. Lower 
part of document torn away, signature of Au- 
frere alone visible. 
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June 5, 1738. Petition to Salmon, Commissioner of the Marine, 
(9837) | Ordonnateur and First Judge in the Superior 
1 p. Council, by the Procureur Général, who has 
been informed of death of Widow de Coulange 
which happened last night, praying that seals 
be affixed on effects of her succession as she 
leaves two minor children, many creditors and 
is heavily indebted to the Company of the 
Indies. Signed: fleuriau. te 


June 5. Affixing of seals to all that was in evidence 
(9839) m residence of deceased Dame René Petit de 
2 pp. - Coulange by Sr. Raguet, in the presence of 
Sr. Francois Gallard, the Procureur Général, 
and the Clerk of the Council. Signed: gallard, 
fleuriau, Raguet, Henry, Clerk. | 


June 6. Protest filed in Registry by Sr. Jean Baptiste 

— (9841) Faucon Dumanoir as Agent of*the Company of 
the Indies against sale or division of effects of 

Widow de Coulange until payment of 14,543 

livres, 6 sols, 8 deniers, due to said Company 

on this estate. Signed: JB. Faucon Dumanoir. 


(9849) Petition to de Salmon, Commissioner of the 
114% pp. Marine, Ordonnateur and First Judge in this 
| Province by Dame Louise Etiennette Malbec, 
widow of Sr. Charles Petit de Livilliers, pray- 
ing to be appointed tutrix of Coulange minors 
as she and Sr. de Grandpré are the only rela- 
tives on paternal side, those on the maternal 
side being Sr. and Dame Gallard de Chamilly, 
who are both aged and in the natural course 
of events, not able to be with these children 
until their majority, and therefore incapable 
to invest and increase their property. She of- 
fers to take the children and keep them with 
her without charging them any board, during 
their stay, and making them pay only day 
board for their education, intending to place 
the girl in the Convent by which means the 
hire of the negroes could serve to pay the Com- 
pany of the Indies. Her opinion is that Sr. 
Grandpré be elected tutor or that she be 
named tutrix and Sr. de Grandpré under tutor. 
She requests that this petition be certified that 
the relatives of these children may know that 
she has done all in her power for their good 
and to be of service to them. Dated June 6, 
1738. Signed: malbec de Livilliers. ; 


Succession of 
Dame Francoise 
Gallard, widow ~- 
of Sr. Rene Petit 
de Coulange. 
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(9847) 
in P. 


June 7, 1738. 


(9842) 


June 9. 
(9845) 


(9823) 
fo 10. 


(9823) 


(9823) 


Notice of citation at the Intendency, before 


- Sr. Salmon, on Mssrs. Francois Gallard de Cha- 


milly and de Grandpré, Sr. le Chevalier de 
Noyan, Sr. Raguet, Madame Petit de Livil- 
liers, Sr. de Bellile, to proceed to elect a tutor 


and subrogé tutor to above mentioned minors. 


Signed : lenormand. 


Report to Edme Gatien he Salmon, Coun- 
cillor of the King, Commissioner of the Marine, 
Ordonnateur and First Judge in the Superior 
Council, by the Procureur Général that fol- 
lowing his order he has convened relatives and 
friends of deceased Sr. and Dame de Coulange 
to elect a tutor and under tutor to their minor 
heirs. Election of Sr. Gallard as tutor and Sr. 
Bouché de Grandpré as under tutor and after 
acceptance and administration of customary 


oath, homologation of said election. Signed: 


gallard, Grandpré, noyan, LouBoey, Simars de 
Bellile, favrot, fleuriau, lafreniere, Salmon, 
Henry, N otary. 


Following order of Intendent Salmon on pe- 
tition of Sr. Francois Gallard, tutor of minor 
heirs of deceased Sr. and Dame Coulange, 
Sheriff Lenormand has served notice of cita- 


' tion on Sr. de Grandpré, Marine officer; to Sr. 


Fleuriau, Procureur Général; and to Sr. JB. 
Faucon Dumanoir, Agent of the Company of 
the Indies, to appear on June 10, at 8 A. M., 
before Sr. Raguet, to be present at raising of 
seals and inventory of effects of succession of 
Dame de Coulange. Signed: lenormand. 


Petition to de Salmon by Sr. Francois Gal- 
lard de Chamilly as tutor and grandfather of 
Francoise and Louis René de Coulange, minor 
heirs of deceased Dame Francoise Gallard an 
of Sr. René Petit de Coulange, praying that 
seals be raised from effects of said succession 
and that inventory, description and appraise- 
ment be made of same. (No signature.) 


- Order for raising of seals and appointment 
of Councillor Raguet as Commissioner on this 
case. Signed: Salmon. i 


Summons to Procureur Général and inter- 
ested parties to be present at raising of seals 
and inventory of goods of succession of de- 
ceased Dame de Coulange. Signed: Raguet. 
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June 10, 1738. Report by Sr. Francois Gallard de Chamilly 

(9824) as tutor of minor heirs of deceased Dame Petit 

114 pp. de Coulange, that in execution of order of the 

: Ordonnateur, he has convened to be present 
at the raising of the seals and inventory to 
follow, Mssrs. Louis Bouché de Grandpré, un- 
der tutor of the minors, Jean Baptiste Faucon 
Dumanoir and the Procureur Général, and after 
having sworn that nothing had been abstracted 
nor secreted from these effects, Sr. Raguet pro- 
ceeded to inventory of said succession. Signed: 
Raguet, gallard, lenormand, Grandpre, JB. 

Faucon Dumanolr. 

(9825) ' Inventory, description and appraisement of 

111% pp. goods of succession of Dame Francoise Petit 
de Coulange by Sr. Raguet, in the presence of 
the above mentioned gentlemen. Inventory 
includes furniture, wearing apparel, silver- 
ware, crockery, kitchenware, Colonial money, 
negroes, titles and papers, active and passive 
debts. Signed: gallard, Grandpré, JB. Faucon 
Dumanorr, fleuriau, lenormand, Raguet, Henry, 
Clerk. 

Slip. (No date.) Memorandum of costs for fore- 
going proceedings in this succession. 


June 14. Exchange between De Bat, called Ricard, and | 
(9820) Jeam Gonzalle; De Bat giving a negress called 
fo 10. Lizette for a negro called Crespin furnished 
(2352) by Gonzalle. This exchange made with con- 
1 p. sent of Sr. JB. Faucon Dumanoir, Agent of the 
Company of the Indies. Signed: JB. Faucon 
Exchange of Dumanoir, ‘Ricard, Gonzalle, f. Gallot, Rou- 
slaves. mier, Henry, Notary. es 
Approved by Commissioner for the affairs 
of the Company of the Indies. Signed: Salmon. 


(9851) On petition of Sr. Francois Gallard, acting 
(2355) as tutor to minor heirs of Sr. and Dame Cou- 
214 pp. lange, a family meeting is convened to give 
June 17. their opinion as to the advisability of holding 

= Sr. Larchevesque to the sale of a house he 
Petition for bought in Illinois, last February, from Madame 
family meeting §de Coulange or to consider annullment of said 
to ratify sales sale, which defendant pretends to have lacked 
of minors’ certain formalities. All were unanimously in 
property or in favor of sale, on account of the distance and 
the alternative loss the minors might incur. Meeting was held 
to sue to annul before Sr. de Salmon who homologated family 
the same. - finding. Signed: LouBoey, Simars de Bellile, 
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Grandpré, f. Gallot, gallard, noyan, favrot, 
Salmon, Henry, Clerk. 
See July 18. 1738 (9907-2372). 


July 5, 1738. Declaration in Registry by Marie, wife of Nicolas 


(9863) 
(2359) 
214 pp. 


Suit to 
annul 


~ gale of 
oil, which 


turned out 
to be water. 


July 6. 
(9781) 


(2301) fo 10. 


114 pp. 
Report of 
_reshipment of 
cargo of flour 
en route from 
Illinois. 


July 10. 
(3468) 
FP. 
Petition to 

_ be authorized 
to sell real 
property in 
New Orleans. 


Aug. 4, 1738. 


July 12. 
(9880) 
. (2305) 
fo 10. 


13%, pp. 


Procuration. 


Dartel, called Francoeur, that ten days ago 
the wife of Boissiere gave her an anchor* of 
oil to sell, which on investigation was found 
to be water, whereon she called witnesses who 
assured themselves as the first purchaser that 


it was water and not oil. Madam Boissiere de- | 


nied that she had given Madam Dartel water 
instead of oil and Madam Dartel had it 
brought to Registry. The Boissiere woman was 
sentenced to take back the said liquid and to 
pay damages and interest thereon. Both wom- 
en declared that they could not write nor sign 
and document is signed: Henry, Clerk of Coun- 


cil. 


. Report in Registry of Superior Council by Joseph 


Cardy, Master of the King’s Boats, that com- 
ing from Illinois he carried a certain quantity 
of Illinois flour in sacks of deer skin which he 
was obliged to turn over to other’ boats as he 
was overloaded and feared to perish. Enum- 


eration of transfers. Signed: Cardy. Certi- 


fied by Henry, Clerk of Council. 


Petition to Salmon by André Crespe for permis- 


sion to sell lot, house and dependences, ad- 
joining Sr. Favrot on one side and Sr. Chas- 
tang on the other, after observance of re- 


quired formalities. + Mark of Andre Crespe, © 


lenormand. 

Permission for sale after three postings, J uly 
10, 1738. Signed: Salmon. 

Certificate by Sheriff Lenormand that ies 
a has been cried and posted as ordered by 
aw 


By Louis Lavergne, son of deceased Louis La- 


vergne and of Marianne Simon, a native of 
Quebec, Canada, and Elizabeth Thomelin, au- 
thorized by him, to Sr. Guillaume Liberge, to 


- represent him and act in his name in all that 


may come to him by inheritance from Louis 
Lavergne, etc. Lavergne and his wife declare 


anchor” (a measure which contains pints of 


liquid. ) 


| 
| 
~ 
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July 12, 1738. 


(9882) 
2 pp. 


July 12. 
(9884) 
fo 10. 
(2367) 


214 pp. 


Acknowledgment 
of debt to 
Sr. Pery. 


(9885) 


Petition of 
minor to be 
emancipated. 


(9892) 
Order for family 


meeting thereon. 


(9893) 
3 pp. 


Family 
meeting 
advises 
emancipation. 
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they cannot write nor sign and document is 
signed by f. Gallot and Roumier. Document 
stained and so pale as to be partly illegible. 


Sale and abandonment by Louis Lavergne 
and his wife, Elizabeth Thomelin, authorized 
to same by her husband, of all property owned 
by said Louis Lavergne in Canada to Guillaume 
Liberge and Sr. Dumas, called Lempileur, in 
exchange for value received from said Liberge 
and Dumas. Document so pale as to be hard- 
ly legible. Lavergne and his wife declared 


- that they could not write nor:sign, wherefore 


inquiry as prescribed. Signed: (illegible), f 
Gallot, Roumier, Henry, Notary. 


Jean Baptiste Beauvais, voyageur of Illinois, 


acknowledges his indebtedness to Sr. Pery, 
merchant of New Orleans, for the sum of 500. 
livres, 19 sols, 6 deniers, which he promises 
to pay in current colonial specie in April, 1739, 
on return of the convoys from Illinois, hypoth- 
ecating his movables and immovables for se- 
curity of said payment. Beauvais declared 
that he could not write nor sign. Signed: f. 
Gallot, Roumier, Henry, Notary. 

May 15, 1739. Receipt by Sr. Pery for 500 
livres, 19 sols, 6 deniers, to Sr. Beauvais, be- 
fore notary. 


Petition to de Salmon, Commissioner of the Ma- 


rine, Ordonnateur and First Judge in the Su- 
perior Council, by Jean Baptiste Vifvareme, 
son of deceased Pierre Vifvareme and the late 
Gabrielle Savary, for letters patent, declaring 
him of age to manage his affairs and putting 
him in possession of his share in his father’s 
estate, which until this day has been admin- 
istered by his tutor, Henry Saussier. Signed : 
jan baptiste Vifvareme. 

July 14, 1738. Order by Judge Salmon to 
convene family meeting to give their opinion 
on above petition. 

Meeting of relatives of Jean Baptiste Vit- 
vareme, who are of opinion that he should 
direct and peaceably enjoy his share in his 
father’s estate, whereon emancipation is 
granted under authority of his brother, Henry 
Saussier as curator on condition that said Vif- 


varme will not sell or alienate his property un- 


> 
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(9889) 
Judgment of 


emancipation by 


Judge Salmon. 


July 15. - 
(9903) 
Petition to be 
authorized 

to sell negroes 
owned by 
petitioner. 
(9905) 
Protest of 
creditor against 
said sale. 


(9906) 


Another 
protest of 
like nature. 


til he has attained full majority, which elites 
of relatives and friends was homologated for 
execution. Signed: Tixerant, j.b. Saucier, 
Brantan, guillon, fr rivard, Gassiere, Raguet, 
Salmon, Henry, Clerk of Council. 

Act of Emancipation of Jean Baptiste Vif- 
vareme, who is 19 years old and able to direct 
his own affairs. July 14, 1738. Signed: Sal- 
mon. Sealed the same day with Royal Seal. 


Petition to de Salmon, Commissioner of the Ma- 


rine, Ordonnateur and First Judge, by Sr. de 
Chavannes for permission to sell negroes, no 
opposition being possible since he has paid 
the Company and has no private debts. July 
12, 1738. 

Permit for sale after postings prescribed. 
July 15, 1738. Signed: Salmon. 

August 20, 1738. Protest in Registry by Sr. 
Pery against sale of negroes of Sr. de Cha- 
vannes, who owes said Pery 15; vg 5 sols, 
for merchandise. Signed: G. 

Protest by Sr. D’Auseville eal said sale, 
presenting bill against said de Chavannes, 
dated July 10, 1728, for deposit in false notes 
for treasury of Sr. Duval for which he received 


- funds from the Company, as per note of Sieur 


Chavannes to Sr. D’Auseville.../....... 38 L. 

1737, July 12, fine sugar SU 9 


1738, itarch 18, On his note payable at 
3 mos. 


569 L. 
On these bills D’Auseville bases his oppo- 
sition to said sale. 


July 16, 1738. Sr. Francois Gallard de Chamilly, acting as tu- 


(9907) 

fo 10. 
(2372) 

4 pp. 
Agreement to 
extend time on 
purchase price 


of real property. 


tor to minor heirs of Dame Petit de Coulange, 
his deceased daughter, accepts Sr. de Grand- 
pré’s promise to pay for house purchased from 
said succession, next spring, Sr. de Grandpré 
furnishing mortgage security on his movables 
and immovables for said payment, wherefore 
he is allowed to sell lot owned by him. Signed: 

gallard, Grandpré, Roumier, lenormand, Hen- 

ry, Notary. 
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(9909) 


Receipt for 
said price. 


July 6, 1739. Receipt to Sr. Francois Larche 
Grandpré for payment of 2400 livres for price 
of house acquired from succession of deceased 
Widow de Coulange, passed before Barrois, 
notary of Illinois, Sr. Gallard recognizing that 
Grandpré now remains in full possession of 
said house and is validly discharged from all 
further indebtedness on it. Signed: gallard, 
Roumier, Jahan, Henry, Notary. Document 
stained and so pale as to be in some parts 
illegible. 


July 17, 1738. Acknowledgment of Indebtedness by Marie 


(9912) 
(2314) 


2 pp. 


Acknowledgment 


of debt. 


(9914) 


And in case 


of death it shall 
be preferred over 
all other debts. 


July 29. 
(9982) 


Invoice of 
merchandise 
per ship La 
Reine des 
Anges and 


acknowledgment 


of Grandpre 


of indebtedness 


therefor. 


Tourney, widow of Sr. St. André, that she 
owes: to Francois Dizet, ship carpenter, the 
sum of 200 livres which she promises to pay 
in a year, hypothecating her movables and im- 
movables for security of said payment. She 
declared that she could not write nor sign. 
Certified by Henry, Notary. . 


Acknowledgment of Indebtedness of 200 livres — 


to Sr. Dizet, by Dame Marie Tourney and re- 
quest that in case of her death said Dizet be 
a preferred creditor, for which purpose she 
hypothecates all movables and immovables she 
now owns. She declared that she did not know 
how to write nor sign. Signed: Roumier, Hen- 


ry, N otary. 


Invoice of Merchandise due by Sr. Larche Grand- 


pré on cargo of the ship “‘La Reine des Anges” 
of La Rochelle, amounting to 173 livres, 5 sols, 
18 deniers. Document torn and lower end so 


pale as to be illegible. 


Acknowledgment by Larche Grandpré that 
above bill is correct and promise that he will 
pay it in June, 1739, and for security of said 
payment he hypothecates his movables and _ 
immovables and the cargo he will bring down — 
from Illinois. Signed: f. Gallot, Roumier, 
Henry, Notary. In pale ink. 

Note by H.H.C.—In Vol. 6, No. 1, January, 
1723, there are forty-one supplemental rec- 


_ ords indexed between July 11 and 31, 1738, 


which were located and inserted before the 


_ Quarterly went to the printer. 
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Aug. 1, 1738. Marriage Contract between Andre Simon, son of 


(9992) 
fo 10. 
(2392) 


514 pp. 


Marriage 
contract. 


Aug. 4. 
(9997) 
fo 10. 

(2394) 
pp. 


Acknowledgment 
of debt to 
Company of 
the Indies. 


Aug. 4. 
(10003) 
fo 10. . 
(2395) 


24% pp. 


Procuration. 


Jean Simon and Marguerite Manrne, a native 
of Panperk, Electorate of Mens, widower of 
Magdelaine Chenet; and Marie Jeanne Dra- 
peau, minor daughter of deceased Zacarie 
Drapeau and Marie Prou, now married to 
Guillaume, called Sans fagon, stipulating for 

the minor, a native of the lower end of the _ 
river, Parish of New Orleans, Bishopric of | 
Quebec. Signed: Andre Simon (signature in 
German), marie Jeanne Drapeau, f. Gallot, 
Mari Proe, Roumier, loius Wiltz, bollné, Hen- 


ry, Notary. 


Acknowledgment by Adrien Debat, called Ricard, 


and Madeleine Richard, his wife, widow of 
Pierre Dupuy, of their indebtedness to the 
Company of the Indies for the sum of 5184 
livres, for transient negroes and clothes for 
them furnished to deceased Depuy, as per 
statement up to date and signed by Ricard, 
which sum, with acceptance by Sr. Dumanoir, 
Agent of said Company, they obligate them- 
selves to pay solidarily one for the other, with- 
out division nor discussion, in three and a half 


years in three stipulated payments for secur- 


ity of which they obligate, affect and hypothe- 
cate solidarily all their movables and immov- 
ablés, particularly the negroes in their pos- 
session as agreed on, with consent of the Com- 
missioner of the King for the affairs of the 


- Company of the Indies. Signed: RICARD, 


Ricard, Bimont, JB. Faucon Dumanoir, Jahan, 
Salmon, Henry, Notary. 


Procuration by Claude Rouinsse, soldier in Ma- 


rine troops, to (blank), to represent him and 
act for him in will, donation, codicils, inven- 
tory, etc., of Claude Rouinsse, his father, mer- 
chant and mercer in Picardy, and to receive 
his share of division made between coheirs if 
said division has already been made owing 
to distance and his long absence. He empow- 
ers him to collect, receipt, prosecute, discharge, 
etc., promising to ratify all that he may do in 
his behalf. Signed: Claude roinse, f. Gallot, 


Roumier, Henry, Notary. 
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Aug. 4, 1738. Acknowledgment by Sr. Joseph Favrot and Lou- 
(10003) ise Bruslé, his wife, of their indebtedness to the 
fo 10. Company of the Indies for the sum of 599 
(2396) livres, 14 sols, 5 deniers, which they obligate 
2 pp. themselves solidarily to pay to Sr. Dumanoir, 
its Agent, or to any other person authorized 
Acknowledgment by him, in three equal payments, in (text en- 
_ of indebtedness tirely effaced), furnishing mortgage security 
to Company on their movables and immovables. Signed: 
of the Indies. favrot, bruslé favrot, Jahan, Roumier, JB. 
| Faucon Dumanoir, Henry, Notary. 

Approved by Commissioner for the affairs 
of the Company of the Indies. Signed: Salmon. 
— curled, stained, torn and partly 

efface 


Acknowledgment by Sr. Claude Rouinsse, Ma- 

(10005) rine Soldier, that he owes Sr. Mayeux de Lor- 

foie 8 maison, merchant of New Orleans, the sum of 

(2397) ) 600 livres for merchandise received, which he 

114 pp. promises to pay on the inheritance coming to 

him from his father, hypothecating all his 

Acknowledgment movables and immovables in this Colony for 

of debt to a security of said debt. Signed: Claude rouinsse, 

merchant in f. Gallot, Roumier, Henry, Notary. See Au- 
New Orleans. . gust 4, 1738 (10,003). 


Aug. 7. Procuration by Sr. Pierre Ricard, son of deceased 

(10011) Jean Joseph Ricard and Marie Baigue, a na- 

fo 10. tive of Dallemand of Trans-Bishopric of Dag- 

(2399) ent, to (blank), to demand to see the will of 

214 pp. | his father, said Jean Joseph Ricard, and the 
inventory taken of his succession in order to 

Procuration. come into possession of what he has inherited 
from both his parents, following an excerpt 
sent to said constituant, which may reach the 
sum of 4000 livres, which sum his attorney 
will receive from his brother, Sr. Antoine, dit 
Ricard, in specie. He empowers his attorney 
to cause immovables to be sold to best ad- 
vantage so that he may receive the funds in 
this Colony, etc. Signed: Ricard, f. Gallot, 
Roumier, Henry, Notary. 


Acknowledgment by Jean Paré, journeyman of 
Illinois, of his indebtedness to the amount of 
5000 livres to Sieur Pierre Boucher de Mon- 
brun, which sum will acquit all accounts they 
have had together up to date, which Sr. Jean 


- 
Aug. 12. | 
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Acknowledgment 
of indebtedness 


arising out 
of a joint 
adventure. 


Paré obligates himself to pay to Sr. de Mon- 
brun, by delivering to him all pelts that he 
may have at the Illinois price for same and 
the remainder of his debt in June, 1739, on 
return of the convoy from Illinois. (Original 
signed by J. Paré, f. Gallot and Roumier.) This 
copy bears signature of Henry, Notary. 


Aug. 12, 1738.Sale of a Negro, Piece d’Inde, by Catherine Mou- 


(10025) 
fo 10. 
(2402) 


2 pp. 


Sale of a negro. 


(10027) 
Petition of 
widow of a 
soldier slain 
in the war 
for permission 
to sell slave 
for support of 
petitioner and 
her children. 


Aug. 12. 
(10028) 
fo 10. 
(2403) 


2 pp. 


Acknowledgment 


of debt to 
Company of 
the Indies. 


Aug. 13. 
(10030) 
fo 138. 


(2404) 2 pp. 


ton, to Louis Cheval for the sum of 1500 livres, 
with consent of the Commissioner of the af- 
fairs of the Company of the Indies. Cheval paid 
514 livres cash to Sr. Dumanoir, the Com- 
pany’s agent, promising to pay 500 livres to 
Sr. Dumanoir on account of Dame Mouton, 
which is the amount due by said parties to the 
Company, and 100 livres which he has paid 
this day in cash to said Dame Mouton, fur- 
nishing mortgage security on all his goods and 
especially on the said negro for the remainder 
of the sum due. Signed: 1. cheval, f. Gallot, 
Roumier, Henry, Notary. 


August 9, 1738. Petition to de Salmon, iene 
missioner, Ordonnateur for the King in this 
Province, by Catherine Mouton, widow of An- 
toine Bonvillain, stating that her husband died 
in the war with Sr. Dartaguette, leaving debts, 
and as she and her children are in distress, she 
prays for permission to sell a slave. Signed: 


+ Mark of Catherine Mouton, lapierre, witness. 


Permission to sell on condition of complying 
with usual formalities. August 21, 1738. 


Acknowledgmett. of Indebtedness to the Com- 


pany of the Indies for the sum of 500 livres, 
by Sr. Louis Cheval, who obligates himself to 
pay said sum to Sr. Dumanoir or any other 
person authorized by the Company, next Sep- 
tember, furnishing mortgage security on his 
movables and immovables. Signed: JB. Fau- 
con Dumanoir, f. Gallot, Roumier, Henry, No- 


tary. 


Approved by Commissioner for affairs of 


the Company. Signed: Salmon. 


Procuration by Sr. le Chevalier d’Orgon, retired 


captain of Marine troops in this Colony, about 
to leave for the war against the Chickassaws, 
to Sr. Joseph Assailly, merchant of New Or- 
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Procuration of 

officer of the 

troops about to 

leave for the 

Chickasaw 
war. 


(10032) 
fo 10. 
(2405) 


41% pp. 
Marriage 
contract. 


(10036) 
214 pp. 


Agreement 
between the 
widow here 
remarrying and 
her children 

by a first 
marriage 
concerning the 
estate of their 
deceased father. 
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leans, whom he empowers to receive for him . 
all that may come to his address during his 


absence, as well as what is due to him by 
Treasurer of the Marine, and to receipt for 


same, this procuration to be valid until re- 
vocation. Signed: Le Chev D’orgon, f. Gallot, 
Roumier, Henry, Notary. 


Aug. 15, 1738.Marriage Contract of Sr. Francois Boyer, son of 


deceased Michel Boyer and of Catherine Boyer, 
a native of Montdragon in Provence, Bishop- 
ric of Orange, on the one part, and Marie Ja- 
cobé Henelin, widow of André Cressmane, a 
native of Berne in Alsatia. Contracting par- 
ties could not sign. Signed: Lapostre, Vongy, 
*‘Ciman Cuon,’’ Roumier, Romagou, Notary. 


Agreement (no date, probably same as marriage 


contract) entered into by Marie Jacobé, widow 
of André Cresmane, and Henry Cresmane and 
the minor heirs of Jacques Cresmane the son, 
heirs of deceased André Cresmane, concern- 
ing the movables, effects and cattle found aft- 
er death of said André Cresmane, negroes in- 
cluded. Moreover two negroes and a negress 
on which was paid the sum of 646 livres and 
three breed cows, two oxen, fit for labor and 


two others not quite ready, three young bulls, 


a heifer, and four calves of this year. Consent 
of Jean Roy, stepfather of the minor heirs of 
Jacques Cresmane and of Henry Cresmane, 
also heirs of deceased André Cresmane, in the 
presence of witnesses, that “our said mother 
to finish the crop of grains which has begun 
on her land without the aforementioned heirs 
being able to prevent her enjoyment of it,’’ 
and the said widow, Marie Jacobé, their moth- 
er, agrees to pay the individual debts and what 
may be due to the Company. The widow 
agrees to pay half the value of household 
effects, which will be appraised by appraisers 
for both sides, as well as four hogs. Appraise- 
ment of said effects follows. All heirs de- 
clared they could not sign nor write. Signed: 
“Chaillou aussi témoing,”’ Mark of + Marie Ja- 
cobé; + Mark of Henry Cresmane; + Mark 
of Jean Roy, stepfather of children of Jacques 
Cresmane ; + Mark of Estienne Malbroux; 
+ Lionnois; + Jean Deslande. 


‘ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 | 
‘ 
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(10088) 
214 pp. 


Inventory of 
the property 
aforesaid. 


(10041) 


(10042) 


(10044) 


(10047) 


January 30, 1739. Inventory taken on peti- 
tion of heirs of deceased André Cresmane so 
that Boyer, their mother’s second husband, 
may not amalgamate the goods of the chil- 
dren of the first marriage with those of his 
children. The Cresmane heirs and widow de- 
clare that they do not know how to write nor 
sign and document isisigned: Jahan, Roumier, 
Henry, Notary. 

March 27, 1739. Jean Henry Cresmane ac- 
knowledges receipt of 411 livres as his share 
in succession of his deceased father, André 
Cresmane, for which he discharges Louis Boy- 
er and his wife. Signed: Jahan, Roumier, 
Henry, Notary. 

(No date.) Detailed list of debts and what 
is due on wood and labor furnished; ‘ 
other items and their appraisement; . 
account of what Sr. Boyer owns individually. 


Appraisement of plantation, one-half owned 
by Boyer, and of goods at time of his ‘mar- 
riage to Widow Charon. 


Letter to de Salmon, Commissioner of the 
Marine and “Ordonnateur Général’ of the 
Province of Louisiana, at New Orleans, by Sr. 
Darensbourg, stating that the children of 
Widow Charron have made agreement be- 
tween themselves and their mother, in the 
presence of Pierre Boyer, future husband of 
said widow. They appear to be satisfied and 
ask for confirmation of this act for their secur- 
ity, and that all required formalities be com- 
fetes with. Dated from Carlestin, August 1, 


Aug. 18, 1738.Procuration by Jean Francois Delfau de Pontal- 


(10051) . 
fo 10. 
(2406) 


2 pp. 


Procuration 


by a father in 


France to 
consent to 
emancipation 
of his son in 
Louisiana. 


ba, officer of detached troops of Marine in 
this Colony, son of Sr. Francois Delfaut, Coun- 
cillor of the King and Tax Receiver in the 


Electorate of Figeac in Quercy to (blank), to 


accept emancipation which Sieur Delfaut in- 
tends to extend to his son on account of the 
distance, to enable him to live and work as 
a free agent, without paternal authority, ask- 
ing his attorney to show his father all respect 
and submission due him, at the same time to 
act as said constituant would act if he ac- 
cepted this emancipation in person. Signed: 


‘ 
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Delfau de pontalba, Roumier, Romagou, Hen- 
ry, Notary. 


Aug. 18, 1738.Inventory of goods of Marie Tournet, who died 


(10053) last night, on petition of Jean Cosset, carpen- 
(2407) ter, married to her daughter, Marie, declar- 
4 pp. ing that besides his wife, deceased leaves 
: Alain Elizet, her son, master of the King’s 
Succession boats, and Francoise, now married to Jean 
of Marie _ Lavergne, both absent and for this reason he 
Tournet. prays that inventory be made and Sr. Dizet be 
made guardian of said effects, until they are 
able to meet, to take division of same or to 
decide to sell by licitation or otherwise. In- 
ventory follows. Signed: Cosset, Henry, No-— 
tary. The others declare they could not write 
nor sign. | 
Aug. 19. Receipt by Sr. Jean Baptiste Bancio Piemont to 
(10057) Sr. Henry, below procuration of Widow Hen- 
fo 10. ry, of Sr. Jean Le Vasseur, for payments due 
(2408) on a sum of 813 livres, 15 sols, deposited in 
2 pp. Registry by Sieur Jacques Raynault, Captain 


Procuration. 


of the ship the “St. Joseph” of La Rochelle, 
owned by deceased Bernard Lasserre, on which 
sum three seizures were made, one on petition 
of Widow Henry, for 400 livres; one in name 
of Sr. Jean Levasseur for 372 livres, and the 
last on request of Sr. Mathurin Hugoult for 
372 livres, and as debts to protesting creditors 
amount to 1344 livres and that the deposit is 
only 813 livres, 15 sols, and that moreover a 
sum of 242 livres was paid by Sr. Rasteau, 
payments aforementioned were made on de- 
mand. Signed: J. Bancio Piemont, Henry, 
Clerk of Council. 


Aug. 21. Contract passed before Notary Royal, between 
(10059) de Salmon, Commissioner of the Marine and 
fo 10. Ordonnateur (Intendant) of this Province, and 
(2409) Sieur Pierre Pinaut, Contractor for the King’s 
514 pp. buildings and fortifications at the Balize, sit- 
uated at the lower end of the Mississippi riv- 
Contract for er, “otherwise called St. Louis River.” Pierre 
demolition Pinault, has contracted with Sr. de Salmon, 
and new for demolition of the store at the said Fort, 
construction of ==which is falling into ruin, and for the con- 
buildings and struction of another store, dimensions and con- | 


fortifications 
at the Balize. 


ditions fully enumerated; of a guard-house 
with roof of flat tiles, etc.; Sr. Salmon promis- 


\ 
| 
. 
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(10064) 
1914 pp. 


Specifications 
for the same. 


(10077) 


Specifications 


for the Corps 


de Garde at 
the same place. 


ing to have all tiles and bricks delivered at 
the Balize in places convenient to contractor; 
the store and bakery to be roofed with shin- 
gles; demolition work to be paid 5 sols the 
square foot, and construction at 9 sols the run- 
ning foot. Details and agreed price for ma- 
sonry, for filling, etc., material and provisions 
to be furnished by the King’s store, the whole 


to be paid for by the Treasurer of the Marine 


on certificate of the King’s Engineer, Sieur 
Pinaut, the contractor, furnishing mortgage se- 
curity on his movables and immovables, as has 
been agreed. Signed: Salmon, Roumier, Rou- 


magou, Henry, Notary. 


August 20, 1738. Specifications for rebuild- 
ing the store of the Post of Balize, which will 
be subject to examination of the King’s Engi- 
neer, who may change, augment or diminish 
as he may judge proper for the greater per- 
fection and solidity of the work. Signed: De- 
vergés. 


August 20, 1738. Specifications of the Corps 
de Garde, walls of which shall be of brick 


masonry, with a levee of earth around the 


site, of the same style and dimension as the 
store; when completed to be subject to exam- 
ination by the King’s Engineer, and to be paid 
only on his certificate. Signed: Devergés. 


Aug. 26, 1738.Nuncupative Will of Sr. Jacques de Coustilhas, 


(10100) 
fo 10. 
(2414) 


6 pp. 


Last will of 
Sr. Jacques de 
Coustilhas, a 


captain of the : 


troops about to 
leave for the 
Chickassaw 
campaign. 


Marine Captain, who is about to leave for the 
war against the Chickassaws, to take command 
at the Post which is to be established above 
Arkansas, and wishing to put his temporal 
affairs in order in the event that God may 
dispose of his person. He commends his soul 
to God, makes donation to the Church, asking 
prayers for repose of his soul, grants freedom 
to Louis Connard, Catherine, his wife, and 
their four children, for the good services ren- 
dered him by them; praying the Governor and 
the Intendent to grant them manumission, as 


the testator leaves an excedent besides his 


debts and obligation to the Company of the. 
Indies and moreover he bequeaths to them 
three arpents of land, frontage on depth oc- 
cupied by Sr. Descairac, on condition that their 


children will inherit same after their decease, 


. 
4 


j18 


(10090) 


| fo 10, 


3 pp. 


Procuration 

by Captain 
Coustilhas for 
management 


of his property | 


during absence 
in the 
Chickassaw 
campaign. 


(10095) 


(2412) 


3 pp. 


Notarial copy 
of above. 
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as they shall not sell or alienate said land. He 
names as his universal legatee Sr. Descairac, 
who is to enjoy possession of his goods until 
his death, when they will go to his nearest 
relative in direct line. He leaves said Sr. Cal- 
ixte Descairac from this moment on his plan- 
tation to direct and administer it during his 
absence, and in case of his death Descairac 
will not be held to render any account to any 
person whomsoever, this being his last will 
and testament, all other wills and codicils to 
be null and void. In the event of his death 
as a last thought, he grants freedom to Fran- 
coise, the mulatress bought from Madam La- 
sonde, also to Fillot, asking Sr. Descairac to 
give them all education possible to enable them 
to increase their property with aid of the fund 
left them for that purpose. Signed : COUSTIL- 
HAS, G. Pery, Roumier, Henry, Notary. 


August 26, 1738. Procuration granted by 
Sr. Jacques de Coustilhas during his absence 
to Sr. Calixte Descairac, empowering him to 
administer his plantation, slaves and all de- . 
pendences generally, have repairs made, to 
manufacture indigo, and after having taken 
from returns the necessary sum for mainte- 
nance of the land and subsistence of the slaves 
to use the remainder to best advantage of con- 
stituant. In default of Sr. Descairac he names 
as substitute Sr. Pery to administer said plan- 
tation, who will take indigo as agreed at price 
stipulated in payment of what Coustilhas owes 
him, of which he will render account to con- 
stituant on his return. Signed: COUSTIL- 
HAS, Roumier, Jahan, Henry, Notary. 


August 26, 1738. Notarial copy of procura- 
tion granted by Sr. Coustilhas to Sr. Calixte 
Descairac, making him administrator of his 
plantation, account to be rendered him on his 
return. Signed: Henry, Notary. Document 
stained, torn and with part of text torn and 
eaten away. 


Aug. 28, 1738.Contract to furnish meat to the army in the 


(10104) 
fo 10. 
(2416) 


2 pp. 


Chickassaw war, between Sr. de Salmon, Com- 
missioner of the Marine and Ordonnateur of 
the Province, and Jean Baptiste Saucier, who 
obligates himself to furnish to the Post estab- — 


7 
# 
‘a 
; 
~ 
it 
| 
| 
| 
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lished to war against the Chickassaws, Indian 


Contract to = meat such as beef, deer. (venison) fresh or 
furnish salted, Sr. de Salmon agreeing to furnish the 
meat to the salt for salting at such. times as he will not 
army in the be able to procure fresh meat, all of which 
Chickassaw will be paid by Treasurer of the Marine on 
campaign. receipt by Commandant of the detachment or 


of the Guardian of the store of said post. For 
security of this contract Jean Baptiste Saucier 
hypothecates alk his movables and immova- 
bles. Passed ‘‘at the Intendency.” Signed: 
Salmon, JB Saucier, Roumier, DE Troye, Hen- 
ry, Notary. Document stained. 


Aug. 28, 1738.Inventory of goods of succession of Marie Tour- 


(10106) net, on petition of Jean Cosset, married to her 
(2417) daughter, Marie Lissen, stating that there are 
514 pp. two other heirs: a son, Alain Elizet, master 
(copy) of the King’s boats, and a daughter, Francoise, 

married to Jean Lavergne, also absent. These 
Inventory of © goods may be perishable and he prays that 
Marie Tournet’s inventory be made in the presence of Alain’s 
estate. wife and of Francoise Lavergne, and the whole 


left in charge of Sr. Dizet, carpenter of the 

King and their friend, to sell by auction, or 

otherwise, when heirs are able to meet. In- 

- ventory follows. It is signed by Henry, Notary. 
See August 18, 1738, (10053). 


Aug. 30. Contract between de Salmon, Commissioner of 
(10112) the Marine and Ordonnateur, acting for the 
fo 10. King, and Mssrs. Joseph Assailly and Charles 
(2418) Favre Daunoy, proprietors of the concession 
114 pp. of D’Asfeld, who agree to furnish to the King’s 

: | store a complete chapel with all the ornaments 

_ Contract to and sacred vases and other necessities of the 
build Chapel in Chapel, the price having been verbally agreed 
New Orleans. on, amounting to the sum of 400 livres, which 


Sr. de Salmon promises to have paid by the 
Treasurer of the Marine, on delivery and re- 
ceipt of the Guardian of the store. 


(10114) © Inventory, appraisement and price of ef- 
fects of chapel of Mssrs. Assailly and Daunoy, 
sold for account of His Majesty to the New Or- 
leans store. List covers 18 items amounting to 
400 livres. Approved by Salmon. 


| 
x 
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Sept. 1, 1788. Acknowledgment by Joseph Meusnier of his in- 
( 10120) fol10. debtedness to the Company of the Indies, 536 
(2420) livres, 8 sols, 4 deniers, for negroes and ad-— 
214 pp. vances, which he obligates himself to pay in 
full in one payment, in two years, furnishing 
mortgage security on his movables and im- 
movables. Signed: JB. Faucon Dumanoir, Ja- 


Acknowledgment 
of debt to the 


Henry, Notary. , Approved by 
(10121) Receipt to Joseph Meusnier, a Canadian, on 
(10122) December 7, 1739, the remainder of his debt 
Collated to the Company, 461 livres, 8 sols, 4 deniers. 
copy. Signed: Henry, Notary. Copied December 9, 
1739. 
Sept. 2. Act of Cession and Abandonment of a lot and 
(10123) movables, the latter worth 300 livres, by Jean 
2 pp. La Coste to Nicolas Bouche, married to his 
| daughter, Marie La Coste. Jean La Coste, 
| Transfer of now married to Perrine Zaide, was first mar- 
| real property ried to deceased Francoise Doremus, and the 


in New Orleans. Jot and movables being a part of community 
| | - between her and Jean La Coste come to her 
| | daughter, Madam Nicolas Bouche. This act — 
“done and passed at the Charity Hospital 
where all concerned went for that purpose.” 
Marie La Coste, wife of Bouche and Perine 
Zaide, declared that they could not write nor 
sign and document is signed: Bouche, leKin- 
trek, Roumier, Romagou, Henry, 


Notary. 
Sept. 3. _ Procuration granted before Notary Royal in New | 
(10127) Orleans, to (blank) by Sr. Jean Francois Del- 
fon, fau de Pontalba, Marine Officer, who is about 
—. (24238) to leave for the war against the Chickassaws, 
} 134 pp. empowering him to obtain payment of a note 
| | for 550 livres signed in his favor by Sr. P. 
| Procuration of Castillon, a resident of Pointe Coupée, the price 
_ an officer in of a savagess, sold to said Du Rocher (Pierre 


| the army about Castillon was Sieur Du Rocher). The said at- 
| to leave for the = torney shall prosecute him before the Super- 
| Chickasaw ior Council or have recourse to other means un- 
| war. til final payment of sum and interest thereon. 

| : Signed: pontalba, Roumier, Romagou, Henry, 
| Notary. 
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| Sept. 8, 1738. Contract between de Salmon, Commissioner of — 


10129) the Marine and Ordonnateur of the King, and 
010. | Joseph Meunier, a wheelright by trade, who 
(2424) — obligates himself to go to the posts that are to 
316 pp. 3 be established to war against the Chickas- 
3 saws to ply his trade in all work necessary for 
Contract with the army as long as it will subsist, and to mount 
wheelwright the cannons sent from France, until return of | 
to serve with the army, Sr. de Salmon, on his side obligat- 
army in | ing himself to furnish all tools necessary to his 
Chickassaw trade, on his way there and until return of the 
_ war. army and to order that one and a half rations 


be given him, a negro and negress he brings 
with him, also a tent, a kettle and moreover 
the sum of 120 livres per month for himself 

and that of 6 livres for the said negress, to be 
paid by the Treasurer of the Marine in this 
Colony from the 8th of the present month un- 
til his return to New Orleans, with deduction 
of 4 deniers per livre for the Invalids of the 
Marine, said Meunier stipulating mortgage on 
all his goods, present and to come hereafter, 
so that another wheelright may be employed 
at his expense in case of refusal. Passed in 
the presence of and with the consent of Sr. de 
Bienville. Signed: Salmon, Roumier, Jahan, 
Henry, Notary. 


Sept. 5. — Nuncupative Will of Joseph Meunier who is 
(10133) about to leave for the post established to war 
fo 10. against the Chickassaws, where he is to. exer- 
(2425) cise his trade in the service of the King in all 
3 pp. needs of the army. Wishes his universal lega- 
3 tee to do some pious work and to have prayers 
Nuncupative said for the repose of his soul; he declares that 
will of Joseph his means are sufficient to pay all his debts and 
Meunier the therefore he grants liberty to several slaves, 
wheelwright whom he wishes his legatee to keep with him 
about to and to raise their children in the fear of God; 
leave for the he bequeaths a sum of 2000 livres to Angelique 
Chickasaw Jacob, his mother, residing in Quebec, Canada, 
war. and for that purpose to sell what is neces- 


sary to make up that sum; he names as his 
universal legatee . . Jannis, native of 
Three Rivers in Canada. Testator declared he 
did not know how to write nor sign. Signed: 
Roumier, Jahan, Henry, Notary. 


1 
a: 
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Sept, 13, 1738.Procuration by Francoise Ruellan, widow of Ger- 


(10136) ard Pellerin, in his lifetime, Guardian of the 
fo 10. Store of the Company of the Indies, acting as 
(2426) tutrix to her minor children, to Sieur Francois 
2 pp. Louis Jean Caiie, to effect settlement of ac- 

: counts of succession of her deceased husband 
Procuration. to the best interest of the widow and minor 


heirs. It is also agreed to pay to Sr. Caiie, in 

order to facilitate his task, the sum of 3000 
livres for his support until final settlement. 
Signed : ruellan pellerin, Caiie, Roumier, Rom- 
agou, Henry, Notary. 


(1038) A copy of above procuration by Dame Fran- 
A copy. coise Ruellan to Sr. Francois Louis Jean Caiie, 
3 pp. to settle succession of her deceased husband, 
| Sr. Gerard Pellerin. (No signature.) 
(10141) September 12, 1738. Letter to Sr. Henry, 
2 pp. N. P. Clerk of the Superior Council, by Sr. Du Breuil 
. under tutor of minor heirs of deceased Gerard 
Letter Pellerin and Dame Francoise Ruellan, his wife, 
accompanying sending him Madame Pellerin’s procuration to 
the above Monsieur Caiie, authorizing him to settle ac- 
procuration. counts of her husband’s succession ; the widow, 


tutrix of minor heirs, and Sr. Du Breuil, as 
their under tutor, all agreeing that Sr. Caiie 
should proceed to said settlement. 


Sept. 15.. Report in Registry by Sr. Joseph Chaperon of 
(10191) fo10. death of a negro owned by succession of de- 
(2429) 1 p. ceased Joseph Larche, Sr. Chaperon being tu- 
Report of death tor of minor heirs of said Larche. Certified 


of a negro. by Henry, Clerk of Council. 

Sept. 15. Procuration granted at Fort Conde, of Mobile, 

(10192) - by Louis Bret and his sister, Dame Therese | 
(2430) Bret, to Sr. George Tesson, merchant, to re- 

114 pp. ceive for them the sum of 27 livres, due to each 

Collated — of them on the succession of their uncle, Sr. 

copy. Bret, and to receipt for same. Constituants de- 


clared that they could not sign nor write. 
Signed: MICHAUX, Notary. 


(10193) September 27, 1738. Receipt by Sr. George 
Tesson to Sr. Michaux, notary of Mobile, for 
Procuration. the sum of 54 livres due to Sr. Louis Bret and 


Therese Bret (27 livres to each), on the suc- 
cession of Sr. Antoine Bret, their uncle. 
Signed: Tesson. 
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Sept. 26, 1738.Act of Partnership between Sr. Aufrere and Sr. 


(10200) fo 10. 
(2432) 1 p. 


Articles of 
partnership 
in tar and 


pitch operation. 


Sept. 27. 
(10125) 
fo 10. 
(2422) 


3 pp. 


Discharge and 


release of 
a tutor. 


Oct. 1. 
(13551) 


1 p. 


Contract of 
hire of a 
female 
slave. 


Oct. 2. 
(10211) 


Larche for the manufacture of tar and pitch 


and details of conditions agreed on.. The doc- 
ument is badly stained and partly effaced and 


in some parts so pale as to be illegible. 
Signed: Larche, Aufrere, Henry, Clerk of 
Council. | 


Discharge of Tutorship to Louis Wiltse on advice 


of relatives of his ward, Antoine Regner, con- 
vened for that purpose. The said Wilse has 
turned over to Sr. Louis Bernard the sum of » 
742 livres coming to said minor from the suc- 
cession of deceased Regner, who having mar- 


_ ried his step-mother, accepts the tutorship and 


takes the boy with him, furnishing him board 
and lodging and promising to have him ap- 
prenticed to learn a trade, which last will be 
paid for from his own funds; Louis Bernard 
and his wife, Elizabeth Stegre, widow of said 
Regner, obligating themselves solidarily to 
render account to said minor when he reaches 


his majority, and for that purpose furnishing 


mortgage security on their movables and im- 
movables. Signed: wiltz, Vongy, Andre Si- 
mon (in German), Roumier, Henry, Notary. 


Contract passed between Magdeleine Leveque, 


wife of Pierron, called Vendome, and Hubert 
Harant, merchant of New Orleans, who has 
hired from said Madam Pierron, a negress 
named Marianne for the space of one year at 
the price of 240 livres from this date, said 
Harant accepting no risks of sickness, nor 


death, nor of the slave running away; Madam 


Pierron obligating herself to replace time lost 
or deduct from price of her hire. Sr. Harant 
agrees to have her cared for and medicated 
in case of illness, and to pay her mistress 240 
livres per year in four equal payments, to fall 
due every three months. Signed: harant. 


Act of Partnership between Sr. Jean Baptiste de 


Chavannes and Sr. Vignon, called La Combe, 

for the manufacture of pitch and tar, Vignon | 
having already worked in the same line with — 
Sr. Bizoton and going into this partnership on — 
account of dissolution of previous association. 
There follows articles and conditions, which 


be 
a 


124 The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 
Articles of they agree to execute faithfully and loyally, 
partnership. each of them obligating, promising, renounc- 


ing, etc. Signed: de Chavannes, Vignon La 
Combe, Bimont, Roumier, Henry, Notary. 
(Document badly stained.) 


(10401) Complaint of René Boyer for assault is indexed 


in supplemental records inserted in Vol. 6, No. 
Papers 
connected Memorandum of Costs presented by Sheriff 
_ with item Lenormand to be paid by Senet, who attacked | 
printed La. René Boyer, amounted to 96 livres, 10 sols. 
Hist. Qy. Signed: Henry. 
6. 127. Receipt to Sr. Henry by Sheriff Lenormand 


for payment of 96 livres, 10 sols on December 
7, 1738. Signed: Lenormand. 

This document was found in a box of much | 
later date. | 


Oct. 22, 1738. Petition by Jean Baptiste Faucon Dumanoir, cur- 
To homologate $ ator of his minor daughter, Widow of Joseph 
Chauvin Delery, for homologation of advice 
recommending Of family meeting to sell land which brings no 
sale of minor's return and can only be an expense. (See Oc- 


property. tober 22, 10469, 10525, 10530, Vol. 6, No. 1.) 


(10528) November 9, 1738. Notice to the Public, 
following order of Sr. de Salmon, on date of 
October 22, 1738, that land situated between 
plantations of Mssrs. Delille and Belair at the 
Chapitoulas has been cried three times and 
shall be sold at public auction on the 12th of 
the present month. Signed: lenormand. 


(10529) November 2, 1738. Second notice of sale of 
land at Chapitoulas owned by succession of 
deceased Joseph Delery. Signed: lenormand. 


Oct. 26. Notice to Public that on October 29, sale by auc- 
(10568)° | tion will be held at the Superior Council at 9 
1 p. A. M. of thirty arpents by ordinary depth of 

land owned by succession of deceased Sr. St. 
Notice of sale Jullien at Cannes Bruslées. This being the 
in succession fourth and last publication. Signed: lenor- 


of St. Jullien. mand. See Vol. 6, No. 1, October 27, 1738, 
(10566). | 


4 
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Oct..27, 1738. Partnership in the boat Le Francois, owned by 


(10498) 
1 p. 
copy. 


Articles of 
partnership 

for operation 

of the vessel 
the St. Francois. 


(10649) 
(2490) 4 pp. 


Inventory of 
said vessel. 


Oct. 28. 
(8821) 
214 pp. 


Action to 
recover indigo 
raised on 
plantation at 
“Chantilly.” 


(8822) 


Sr. Marin, who cedes to Sr. Fillart half of said 
boat with all utensils and. appurtenances be- 
longing to him for the sum of 1000 livres, to 
be paid before the boat sails for Martinique. 
It is agreed that Sr. Fillart will bear half of 
the expenses and of the caulking, which he 
will order, and no voyage shall be made with- 
out full consent of both parties; the payments 
of passages to be made in coin and only one 
ton of merchandise in the hold allowed to each 
partner. In the event of any contestation, the 
differences shall be settled according to rules 
and ordinances of the Marine by His Majesty, 
without wrangling nor protest. (Not signed.) 


September 20, 1738. Inventory of body of 
boat the St. Francois, of about 50 tons, cross 
bars and rudder of wood. Document covers 
four pages and is signed: Marin. 


Petition to Sr. de Salmon, Commissioner of the 


Marine, Ordonnateur and First Judge of the 
Province, by the Capuchin Fathers and Sieurs 
Prat and Bizoton, all interested in the planta- 
tion of Sr. Prat at “Chantilly,” who made an 
agreement before notary with Joseph Chaney 
as their farmer. The said Chaney having dis- 
appeared since last August, the petitioners 


have entered protest against delivery of any 
- of the effects or proceeds as they are privi- 


leged creditors and that Lemoine is entitled 
to payment for cooking furnished to Chaney. 
Besides Lemoine and Féran received on Sr.. 

Salmon’s order the cut lumber, which peti- © 
tioner caused to be delivered. They pray for. 
an order that indigo raised on said plantation 

be delivered to them after having been 
weighed by Sr. Henry, Clerk of Council, and 
with Sr. Chaney’s effects sold and returns re- 
mitted to them for debt of said Chaney; that 
Sr. Féran be compelled to pay them the value 
of the buildings he received from their plan- 
tation as per appraisement and that they be 
given a preferred mortgage on effects of Sr. 
eae Signed: Bizoton, L. Amand capucin. 

at. 


Order by Judge Salmon to weigh indigo and 
large vegetables as petitioned, lumber deliv- 
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ered to Sr. Ferran to be appraised by Sr. Brou- 
tin, Engineer of the King, and reported to us 
to order what is just. Dated October 31, 1738. 


October 31, 1738. Notice of citation before 

| Superior Council served on . . . Sr. Ras- 
Citation in teau, Sr. Férand, Widow Carriere, Sr. Michel 
said case. Megret, Sr. Bizoton, Sr. Prat and the Rev. Ca- 
puchin Fathers. Signed: lenormand. Docu- 

ment badly stained, creased and torn and mu- 


tilated. 
Nov. 12, 1738.Receipt by Sr. Jacques Larche and Dame Anne 
(10597) Bertin, his wife, to Sr. Antoine Aufrere, for all 
fo 11. sums due them up to date. Signed: mariane 


(2479) 1 p. bertin famme Larche, Roumier, Bimont, Larche, 
Receipt for debt. Henry, Notary. Document stained and torn. 


Dec. 2. Agreement passed before notary between Sr. Du- 
(10653) par, Captain of Swiss Troops, and Paul Cézant 
fo 11. and his wife, Barbe Mary, who have obligated 
(2491) themselves to settle on Dupare’s plantation at 
4 pp. Barataria, to care for the cattle and poultry 
and to make butter and cheese which they will 
Agreement of bring or send to New Orleans at stipulated 
man and wife times, after having provided enough for their 
to cultivate for own use. They are to have half of the pro- 
account of geny of the cattle, hogs and poultry, the other | 
owner a half going to Sr. Dupare, but can have no 
plantation at pretensions to that of the other animals. A 
Barataria. negro and negress will be furnished as aid in 


their care of the plantation and during the first 
year provisions will be supplied, but after- 
wards half of returns will go to Sr. Dupare 
and the other half to the overseer, after pro- 
vision of grains for the negroes and for sow- 
ing. Their salary is fixed at 150 livres per 
annum which agreement is to last for three 
years, until this date, 1742, without their be- 
ing able to abandon the said plantation for 
any reason whatsoever under penalty of in- 
demnity and nullification of their right to. 
wages. Other stipulations concerning negroes 
and cattle. . . . Signed: Dupar, Roumier, 
Bimont, Henry, Notary. Cézant and his wife 
declared that they could not write nor sign. 
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Dec. 11, 1738. Partnership for trade between Sr. Lequintrek, 


(10664) 
fo 11. 
(2494) 


4 pp. 


Partnership 
for trade in 


pelts, horses, and 


merchandise. 


Dec. 20. 
(10687) 
fo 11. 
(2501) 
3 pp. 


(This date 
should be 
Dec. 5, 1738.) 
Sale of 

four slaves. 


(10688) 


Receipt for 
price of sold 
slaves. 


called Dupont, Janitor of the prisons of New 


Orleans, and Sr. Joseph Blanpin, a resident 
of this Colony, who will trade in the Attaka- 
pas and Opelousas in pelts, horses and mer- 
chandise and all things traded in this country. 
Sr. Lequintrek, on his side, agrees to furnish 
two negroes (piece d’inde) to Sr. Blanpin. The 
two negroes have been examined and ap- 
praised: one, Michel, at 2000 livres, and the 
other, Janvier, at 1500 livres. Blanpin will be 
held to furnish but one negro, piece d’Inde, 
who has also been appraised at 2000 livres, 
both thus appraised so that in the event of 
their death their value may be accounted for 
in the partnership, their wages and support 
to be paid by the associates, as also four or- 
phans, to help in said trade, on the same con- 
ditions, reserving a gratification in proportion 
to their services. All merchandise will be paid 
by both associates and a journal kept of pur- 
chases and trade, so that accounts may be 
rendered on their return. This partnership to 
run during five years, the one breaking these 
conditions to bear costs and indemnity. Sr. 
Blanpin to be accountable to Lequintrek or to 
his heirs and Sr. Lequintrek to Blanpin or his 
heirs, both furnishing mortgage security. 


Sale of Four Slaves by Sr. de Salmon, acting for 


His Majesty with consent of Sr. Bizoton, Comp- 
troller of the Marine, to Sr. Claude Du Breuil 
Villards, contractor of buildings for the King. 
The price for these slaves, whose ages were 
from two years to fourteen amounted to 1400 
livres which Sr. Du Breuil Villars promises to 
pay to the Treasurer of the Marine the fol- 
lowing year (1735), furnishing mortgage se- 
curity on his movables and immovables. 
Signed: f. Gallot, Salmon, Du Breuil, DeLa- 
Place, Henry, Notary. This document in file of 
in body of document, December 


November 17, 1738. Receipt to Sr. Du Breuil 
Villars by Sr. de La Pommeraye, Treasurer of 
the Marine, for payment of 1400 livres, due on 
slaves sold to him by Sr. de Salmon, Commis- 
sioner, Intendant and First Judge of the Coun- 
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(10689) 


Retrocession of 
above sale. 
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cil, acting for His Majesty, on date of Decem- 
ber 20, 1734. | 


December 5, 1738. Sale of Slaves. Sr. Du 
Breuil Villars cedes again to Sr. de Salmon the 
four young negroes and negresses bought from 
him in 1734, at the same price he paid, 1400 
livres, which he acknowledges having received 
cash from said Sr. de Salmon. Signed: Du 
Breuil, Roumier, Bimont, Henry, Notary. Doc- 
ument torn. 


(End of Supplemental Index. ) 


Note: The General Index was interrupted by the Supple- 
mental Index, concluded in this number. It will be resumed in 
the April, 1927, Quarterly, covering 1740, and will be continued 
in orderly sequence thereafter.—Ed. La. Hist. Qtly. 
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INDEX TO THE SPANISH JUDICIAL RECORDS OF 
LOUISIANA 


(Continued from October, 1926.) 
September-December, 1773. | 


By LAURA L. PORTEOUS. 


-1773—September 11. Plaintiff claims from defendant, a 
Enrique Voix vs. resident of “‘Apelousas,”’ 24 pesos, 
- Pablo de la Houssaye. | 4 reales for a bill of goods which 
No. 26. 5 pp. he has been unable to collect. He 
Court of Governor Unzaga. asks that Juan B. Garic, declare 
Assessor, None named. under oath if the signature and 


Escribano, Andres Almon- writing of the obligation is not de 
ester. Sea la Houssaye’s and that he Garic, 

; ie : as agent, be ordered to pay the 
Suit on open account against gept, Petition granted. On the 


a resident of Opelousas. same day Garic declares that he 
does not recognize it as he is not familiar with Mr. de la Hous- | 


saye’s writing and that he is not the defendant’s agent as has 
been specified. 

Voix thereupon replies that not having been able to find any 
one representing Mr. de la Houssaye’s interests here and as he 
makes hig home in Opelousas he asks these proceedings be sent 
to Gabriel Wusellier de la Claire, Commander of that Post, asking 
to have the obligation verified and if it is true that defendant 
owes the amount specified to order him to pay it with costs. 
-Unzaga rules: “As it is prayed.” The record ends here. 


September 15. : Plaintiff presents an order signed 
Juan Bautista Chateau vs. by Fournier and Saint Pé dated 
Pedro Sanpe (Saint Pe). July 28, 1773, directing Mr. Ma- 
No. 3812. 13 pp. zange to return Mr. Chateau his 
Court of Governor Unzaga. notes and secondly a receipt dated 
Assessor, Cecilio Odoardo. July 27, 1773, for 1300 livres. 
Escribano, Juan B. Garic. these two exhibits 
a eclares that as appears above he 
t on a debt has paid Pedro Saint Pé 260 pe- 
. sos (1300 livres) on certain notes 

which the latter still insists are due him. As appears from 
a decree which has been given him to take them up from Leon- 
ardo Mazange, Saint Pe’s attorney, he owes him nothing, on the 
‘contrary his opponent has collected the debt unjustly. He prays 
the 260 pesos be ordered returned to him without delay and 
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- defendant be condemned to pay costs. This is ordered sent to 
the opposition. | | | 

After much delay Mazange answers for his client on Octo- 
ber 12, presenting three documents, the first a lease by which 
Chateau hires out his negress named Angelique to Mr. LeBlanc 
from January 11, 1770, to July 11, 1773, making 42 months at 
5 piastres gourdes per month a total of 210 piastres. Mr. Le 
Blane paid out various amounts which reduced his indebtedness 
to 115 piastres 714 escalins. This amount:is to be turned over 
to Mr. Saint Pé on account. Signed Chateau, July 19, 1773. 
Second, an order, dated July 27, 1773, signed Chateau, by which 
he prays Mr. Le Blanc to pay to Mr. Saint Pé 400 livres, the 
amount due for the rental of his negress, Angelique, whom he 
has had in his possession from January 11, 1770, up to to-day. 
Third a letter dated July 19, 1773, signed Dutertre directed to 
Mr. Saint Pé on Mr. de “Livodes’”, (Livaudais) plantation at 
Chapitulo. By this letter he sends the foregoing exhibits and with 
them defendant sets forth in answer to the plea for the re- 
embursement of 260 pesos, it will be seen plaintiff is endeavoring 
to prevent collection of a note which has been missing since the 
time of the revolution among the papers of either Doucet or 


Joseph Maison. He asks that Chateau’s pretentions be excluded. 


This is ordered sent to plaintiff, who replies with a plea stating 
that these foregoing exhihits show the good faith with which 
he has treated Saint Pé. He had never tried to prevent collec- 
tion. He has had reverses and has had all his property seized, 
yet he has striven to meet all his obligations. Not only did he 
turn over the 115 piastres Antonio Le Blanc owed him for the 
rental of the negress to Saint Pé, but when he came to the city 
he sold her to him for 180 pesos, which reduced the amount 
to 260 pesos. When he asks for the return of his notes he is 
told that Saint Pe’s attorney, Mazange has them and he is or- 
dered to pay them a second time. It is not true that these notes 
were found among either Mr. Doucet’s or Mr. Maison’s posses- 
sions, these papers were at Mr. Garic’s house. He prays that 
Saint Pé be ordered to return 80 pesos which he has received 
along with the negress and her wages from Mr. Le Blanc. — 

Unzaga cuts the matter short by ordering this case back to 
the Court of the first instance where the suit Saint Pé vs. 
ee Be is pending for the collection of some notes, in these 
words: 


“Para mas bien proveer trayganse los autos que se citan 
suplicandose al Senor Alcalde ante quien pendieron p’. 
— de este provd. ® que sirvo de Recaudo politico. 
énfra.”’ 


In order to better provide let these proceedings, the Senor Al- 
calde before whom they were pending by means of this decree 
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which I serve for political security. (Signed) Unzagal and 
Odoardo. The record ends here. (But what the entry means 
is beyond the understanding of the Editor.—H. P. D.) 


1773—October 7. | Plaintiff claims defendant, a ser- 


Juan de la Fitte vs. Xptoval geant of militia of this place, owes 
(Christoval) de Liza. - him 347 livres, 10 sols, and asks 
No. 17. 6 pp. the debt be verified. This being 


Court of Governor Unzaga. done, La Fitte asks for execution. 
Assessor, Cecilio Odoardo. The writ is issued and Nicolas 
Escribano, Andres Almon- Fromentin, deputy sheriff, reports 


ester. to the Escribano, defendant has 
| : failed to pay and did not point 

To collect a bill. gut anything to be seized; there- 
: upon the sheriff levied on a straw 


chair and left the execution open for further instruction from 
the sheriff. Witnesses to their return, Miguel Saint Eloy, Antonio 
Churiac, Esteban de Quifiones. Signed Nicolas Fromentin, An- 
dres Almonester. 


- October 22. The record opens with the burial 
- Succession of Luis Cheval, certificate of Louis Cheval, dated 
Inventory and valuation of October 20, 1773, signed by Father 


the estate. Ferdinand, Vicar. The _ second 
No. 3816. 49 pp. paper is a certified copy of notar- 
Court of Alcalde Joseph _ ial proclamation whereon Andres 
Duplessis. Reynaud appoints Leonardo Ma- 


Assessor, Cecilio Odoardo. zange, his attorney to represent 
Escribano, Juan B. Garic. him as testamentary executor of 

the will of the late Louis Cheval. 
The third paper is the decedent’s will executed and signed 
before Garic, notary, June 5, 1771, in presence of Bernardo 
Dautherive (Dauterive), Santiago Hallais, Francisco Gouseau, 
Luis Liotau, Estevan de Vaugine. The testator declares he is a 
native of Cresy in Labria, Bishopric of Maux, legitimate son of 
Santiago Cheval and Catalina le Roux. He says his estate con- 
sists of a house on Bourbon Street adjoined on one side by Mr. 
Astier, called Montegue and on the other by Mr. Solet, a mulat- 
tress named Theresa, aged 22, Andres mulatto 18, Catalina mu- 
lattress 14, Juan mulatto 6, Maria mulattress. <A receipt of the 
Treasury of France for this colony for 7675 livres, which is in 
the possession of Juan Brideau, a merchant of La Rochelle, free 
of mortgage. He further owns as slaves, Ursula 70, and her 
daughter, Manon, mother of the foregoing mulattoes aged 40. 
He grants freedom to these two slaves, Ursula and Manon, in 
remuneration for their good services, and to be given their liberty 
before his death but not to enjoy all the privileges of the free 
until after his demise. He owns besides a small house joined 
to his dwelling, rented to Mrs. Caraudet. He names as his uni- 
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versal heirs his nephew and niece, Claudio and Claudina Cheval, 
children of his deceased brother Claudio Cheval. His niece is 
.married to Mr. Bertrand, a watch maker, and lives in Paris. He 
says he owes nothing, and no one owes him anything. He names 
as testamentary executors and guardians of his estate, Mr. Luis 
Perrault and Andres Renard, because named together one can 
act in the absence of the other. He revokes all other wills, 
codicils and other dispositions which he may have made by writ- 
ten or spoken word. A codicil dated October 1, 1773, grants 
freedom to his negress, Catalina, aged 16, in remuneration for | 
her good offices, principally during his illness, provided she 
serves him during all the remaining days of his life. 

Andres Renard, testamentary executor and guardian of Luis 
Cheval’s estate, files a petition alleging the testator died the day 
before (October 21,) and asks that an inventory and valuation 
be made of the property. He names Francisco Lioteau, as 
appraiser. Alcalde Duplessis rules: Proceed to make in inven- 
tory and valuation of Luis Cheval’s estate on the 25th of the 
current month, to this purpose let the appraiser who has been 
named, be notified to accept and take oath. Assessor’s fees 2 
pesos. Francisco Liotau qualifies and the inventory and valua- 
tion is made by Liotau in the presence of the Alcalde, Escribano, 
Attorney Mazange, and Andres Renard, testamentary executor. 
It includes besides the real property and slaves, house furnish- 
ings, wearing apparel, utensils, tools, silver ware. The silver 
is appraised by Coudrain, a silversmith, at the request of the 
Executor and_under appointment of the Alcalde. The papers " 
of the estate er the deceased’s accounts with the Company of if 


the Indies, an exchange of some land, and other acts for the pur- 
chase and sale of land, bills of exchange, receipts, a memo or dec- 
laration of paper money of the Colony for 1100 livres, plans of the 
house in which he lived, notes, Doctors’ bills, etc. The silver is ap- | 
praised by Mr. Coudrain at 14 pesos, 3 reales, and a little mulatto 
boy, Juan aged 8, at 180 pesos. 

October 30, Andres Renard, Executor, asks that the property 
inventoried be sold and the public calls be made according to 
law. An order is granted thereon. The first, second and third 
calls are made November 2, 6, 9, and the auction is held Novem- 
ber 10. The day following Renard states the sale of the movable 
personal effects has not brought enough to pay the pious legacies 
made by the deceased, and he asks that the houses and slaves be 

| called for sale. The first, second and third calls of these are 

Y made November 12, and 22, and December 1, and the final call 
and auction takes place on December 3, when the two houses 

and the slave, Juan aged 8, are offered for sale with Nicolas 

Jourdan as public crier. The little slave is adjudicated to Juan 

Bisot, for 216 pesos cash, the- small house to Juan Perret, for 

127 pesos. No bid was offered for the main house. It was 
announced that it would be offered again at auction the day 
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following. December 4, the big house was auctioned off and 
adjudicated to Joseph Bisot for 231 pesos cash. March 28, 1774, 
Andres Renard signs a receipt to the effect that he has received 
from Leonardo Mazange the full amount resulting from the sale 


of the property. 


1773—October 29. ve This suit is brought by plaintiff 
Alexandro Baure vs. Naneta, in answer to one brought against 
a free mulatress. him by Naneta, a free mulattress, 
No. 3808. 9 pp. -demanding that he free his ne- 


Court of Governor Unzaga. gress, called Maturine. The case 
Assessor, Cecilio Odoardo. is received for proof, he asks that 
Escribano, None named. Luis Dapremont and Andres Jung 

, be summoned to answer his inter- 
For withholding freedom _yogatorio. Luis Delalande Dapre- 
promised to a slave. mont (d) Jr., under oath answers 


that it was at the request of Mr. Boré that he gave Naneta her 


freedom, that she had never done anything to merit it, and that 
the liberty was granted and became an accomplished fact at the 


wish of Mr. Boré’s daughter on the occasion of her marriage. 


He has heard it said that there was a theft of Mr. Boré’s private 
papers at a time when Maturine was alone in the room. Mr. 
Jung is unable to give any information in the matter. November 
6, Mr. Boré calls for other witnesses and presents a second 
interrogatorio to be answered by them. The record ends here, 
it is evidently incomplete and doubtless belongs to another folio. 


November 1. Julian Alvarez, of the principal 
Prosecution of Pablo guard (Corporal of the guard?) 


_Augraud and Asa Daniels notified the Governor officially, 


for fleeing from the public that Mr. Ogro (Augraud) and an 
prison. English Captain have _ escaped 
No. 11. 26 pp. from prison where they were held 
Court of Governor Unzaga. at the disposition of the Adjutant 
Assessor, Cecilio Odoardo. Major of this place, Don Jacinto 
Escribano, Andres Almon- Panis. A detachment of patrol 


ester. has been sent to the levee to see 
if the two have embarked. 
Under this title an inquiry is The next entry in 2 certified 


de into the facts of th 
| copy of the decree dated the day 


against the jail keeper and two following by which Unzaga or- 


soldiers who are punished by 

imprisonment, but are subse- ders the Process begun for the 
quently released by the | apprehension and trial of the pris- 
Governor. : oners who have escaped. Cecilio 


Odoardo is commissioned to call 


and examine witnesses. 
The first to appear is ANTONIO GOSSON, WARDEN OF THE 


PRISON, who under oath declares that on the first day of the 
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month, at seven o’clock, the Catalan, Salbador Noy, told him 
that he would come to supper with him and with the artillery- 
man, Peret, as it was a recreation night (All Saints) among the 
Spaniards. At supper other prisoners were assembled, together 
with Favre and the sentinel who is called Luis Thomasin and 
another soldier, a grenadier, who he thinks is called Casteluy, 
with a mole on his face, who weaves stockings. 

- At supper the witness observed that Noy got up from the 
table continually and that Pablo Augraud and Asa Daniels, the 
Englishman, passed with Lorenzo Churiac. The grenadier sol- 
diers left the table half an hour before the witness. The tall 
-grenadier left the prison for his guard-room and the small gren- 
adier questioned the witness’ wife “If she was asleep?” She an- 
swered: “No.” On this occasion his wife heard the door open 
and the witness thinks that it was then the prisoners escaped 
by means of the key the Corporal of the guard had, or the one 
performing his duties. On this night it was the grenadier 
Simon. 


When the witness went down from supper, he found Aug- 
raud and Daniels missing and reported the matter to the 
Adjutant Major who had left the prisoners with him. Noy’s 
wife told him before Favre and Rosario that between Churiac 
and her husband they had won over the above named grenadier 
so that the prisoners could escape. Landrot had given her hus- 
band 80 pesos and Churiac had given him at least 200 pesos. 
The small grenadier who was sentinel received 16 pesos and the 
tall one six pesos. These named parties dined the other day at 
Mrs. Noy’s house and continued to eat there until the Money was 
finished up. 


This declaration is signed by Antonio Goason, Doctor 
Odoardo, Unzaga, and is attested before Andres Almonester. 


The second witness is JUAN CLAUDIO FAVRE who under oath 
states that on the night of November first he took supper with 
the jailer, Gosson, the artilleryman Peret, Salvador Cunille 
called Noy and a tall grenadier soldier. The last took a piece of 
meat and drank a draught of liquor and left. Questioned where 
did he go? He answered below but he did not know if he went 
out or remained as sentinel. He was questioned if there were 
no other persons at supper? He answered No. He was asked 
if he knew when and where the prisoners escaped? He said he 
did not know, but afterwards it was said that they had gone out 
by the door. He could not know about this as he was in a room 
up stairs. Questioned whether Salvador Cunille’s wife had not 
mentioned to him how the prisoners had escaped and who let 
them go? He said that this is false, that Mrs. Cunille was with 
his wife, she had come to ask for a ring that her husband had 
lent the witness and that nothing else passed between them. 
This is signed by the foregoing officials and Favre. 
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ROSARIO JUDICE (signing, Rozere Geudice) upon examina- 
tion said that he did not know how the prisoners got away as he 
was locked up, but while he was shut up in his room Churiac 
_ lit a candle and then he saw Pablo Augraud and the English 
Captain passing on the gallery of the prison. In the mean time 
the jailer took supper with Salvador Cunille called Noy, Mr. 
Favre and the artilleryman, Peret. He heard a grenadier pass 
to go to the same room where they supped, that the Englishman 
who was with the witness informed him that it was the gren- 
adier. Questioned whether he afterwards heard anything about 
this affair? He said that the wife of Noy the Catalan seeing 
the jailer a prisoner said he was innocent, that he was an idiot 
to suffer without reason. She knew all that had passed, that 
Augraud had given her husband 80 pesos, to Churiac 200, to 
one grenadier 16 and to the other she did not know how much 
oecause she did not pay attention. A mulattress, Francisca, was 
the one who went to find the money for Noy, the witness thinks . 
this mulattress was in Noy’s services. He was questioned if he 
knew at what hour they missed the prisoners? He said it must 
have been about eight o’clock at night, the jailer finished supper 
and went to Augraud’s room to bid them good night and as they 
did not answer him he repeated the same various times. He 
examined the room and the rest of the places in the prison crying 
out that the prisoners were missing and said to Churiac that he 
was a rogue to have fooled him. The jailer went immediately 
to report the flight of Augraud and the Englishman. 

MARIANA OLIVIER, wife of the grenadier, SALVADOR CUNILLE, 
called Noy, testifies that she does not know how Augraud and 
_ Asa Daniels escaped from the prison. All she knows is that her 
husband received 80 pesos from Augraud owed him, by the hand 
of the baker, Landrot, who gave the witness 50 and the other 30. 
to a mulattress, Francisca, who serves Noy to take to her master. 
Questioned if she had not told Gosson that she knew all? She 
said this was false, she had only said to him why do you wish 
to suffer? It is better that you tell the truth and this was why 
Gosson had told the witness that an English: prisoner had said 
that Churiac and her husband had released Augraud and Daniels 
but she knows nothing about it. Questioned if the grenadier 
soldiers had not gone to eat in her house and which ones, she 
said various soldiers had gone there to eat at all times, among 
them Thomasin and Casteluy and that one owed her 5 reales and 
the other 14. She said she was 18 years old and did not know 
how to write. 

SANTIAGO LANDROT declares that he knows nothing about 
the affair upon which he is questioned. He sent Mr. Augraud 
his meals because he was an old acquaintance. He did not know 
anything about the flight until his negro carried him his dinner 
and did not find him. Questioned if he did not give money to 
Mrs. Noy and others and how much. He answered only to Mrs. 
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Noy, he paid her 80 pesos for salt ae husband sold him as he 
could not pay at the time the salt was delivered. He had not 
given money to any other person. a 

LORENZO CHURIAC testifies that on the night of November 
first at the time the jailer was at supper with Noy, Favre and 
Peret, he passed in the passage way of the prison with Augraud 
and the English Captain and that before the supper was finished 
the witness went to sleep leaving the above in his room. Ques- 
tioned what others were at supper and if the grenadiers espe- 
cially were not there. He said he did not see any soldiers. 
Asked at what hour the prisoners escaped? He said he judged 
it was at half past seven during the rain. He was asked why 
he thought it was at that hour that they had fled? He said a 
little before it was time to go to lock up and light the candle 
on the side where there was a Spanish sailor who had a mind to 
go out another time and to pass Augraud’s room, and having 
gone in he saw a candle burning without people (being there) 
and thinking that Augraud and the Englishman had gone to 
the room where the jailer was eating this induced the witness 
to return to his room and go to bed. Questioned by what way 
he conjectured the prisoners had escaped. He said there was 
nothing easier, that it was done by the door, because by wedging 
it underneath with a little stone it would not shut well and the 
bolt passed in false so that it could be pushed open without 
force and without noise. He was questioned if any one had 
engaged in this operation or in other similar ones? He said he 
did not know but there were other means by which the same 
prisoners without the help of anyone could have escaped as by 
the little door that gives out on the “houses of the Cavildo” easy 
to break open without the assistance of anybody. Questioned 
if he knew why the baker, Landrot, gave money to some persons 
and to whom for having served the prisoners to escape? He 
said he did not know. 

PEDRO SIMON, the grenadier, was called. He said on the night 
of the first he was acting chief and relieved the sentinels at 
seven and at nine, leaving the grenadier, Luis Thomasin, in place 
of Casteluy below close by the door and retired to the guard room 
to be relieved there of his arms, leaving the door well closed 
with the key that the principal of the guard holds. Questioned 
if he knew by which way the prisoners escaped? He said he did 
not know by which way they got out. The jailer had gone to 
Church with his sister-in-law and came to the prison at half 
past seven, at which time having examined it he went out saying 
the prisoners had gone. Questioned if he knew or had heard 
it said that the sentinel or other persons had. helped the pris- 
oners to escape? He said he had not heard anything. They 
could have escaped by the mud wall of the prison and that he 
had heard the corporal of the guard say to Moran that Noy’s 
wife had said that Thomasin and Casteluy had carried money 
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to be guarded at her house, but he could not say that the gre- 
nadiers nor any other persons were bribed. 


LUIS THOMASIN, soldier of the battalion of this place, said 
that he was the sentinal from seven to nine at night but as the 
order he had was to guard the “ealabozo” he took care of this 
only and did not see Augraud and the Englishman leave but 
he did not pay careful attention. He saw the jailer open and 
close the gate and that he went upstairs with the Catalan, Noy, 
where the other prisoners were and the soldier, Peret. He judged — 
they ate supper together. He can not give information of any- 
thing else. 

JOSEPH CASTELBY (Casteluy), soldier of the battalion, said 
that he went on duty as sentinel at the calabozo, for below, at 
nine o’clock at night. He saw the jailer look everywhere for the 
prisoners whom he said were missing. He did not see them go 
out and he did not have charge of anything else than the calabozo. 
The chief opened the @66r of the prison with his key to place and 
remove the sentinel. There are two keys by which the prison is 
managed, one is in the hands of the chief of the guard for the 
handling of the soldiers and the other in the hands of the jailer 
for the custody of the prisoners. 


FRANCISCO MORAN, corporal of grenadiers, declared he had 
heard it. said that Noy’s wife had talked to Antonio Gosson’s 
wife, saying that her husband had been given money so as to 
let Augraud and the English Captain escape. Santiago Landrot 
delivered this money which was divided in the prison among 
Churiac, Noy and the sentinel, Luis Thomasin, and that the 
jailer’s wife told her not to say this as it was against her hus- | 
band. Questioned if he knew at what time they fled and if he 
had heard by what means?: He answered it was between seven 
and eight at night as he had heard it said to the guards at the 
time it was said that the jailer was at supper in Peret, the artil- 
leryman’s room. The jailer had the keys across his knees. The 
Catalan, known as Noy, was in the room and took the keys from 
the jailer, who was half drunk, opened the door and let them go 
out. He also heard the jailer say that Casteluy, grenadier sol- 
dier, for whom Thomasin was changed, had been given six 
pesos. | 

| FRANCISCA GAUDREIN, wife of ANTONIO GOSSON, declared 
she heard Noy’s wife say that Santiago Landreau had given her © 
80 pesos, Thomasin had been given 16 and Casteluy 6, but she 
did not know by whom, so that they would give a hand to Pablo 
Augraud and Asa Daniels to help them to leave the prison. 
Questioned by what means did she discover that they had fled, 
at what hour, and where was her husband? She said she did not 
know by what way they escaped and that it was half past seven 
of the first of the current month while her husband was taking 

supper with the artilleryman, Peret. 
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November 6, Unzaga on Odoardo’s advice rules: Let the 
arrest of Antonio Gosson be made and issue a writ of imprison- 
ment against the two grenadier soldiers called Thomasin and 
Casteluy. Seize what is found of their property in the ordinary 
form, making it evident by the certificate of the warden that the 
prisoners are in his charge. Proceed to take their confessions. 
A marginal note stipulates that the writ which was ordered has 
been issued. On the same day, Francisco Munoz, warden, cer- 
tifies that he holds the person of Antonio Gosson. 

November 8, the confessions are taken before the Governor 
General and the Assessor, LUIS THOMASIN was the first to be 
called. He said he was born in Barcelona, aged twenty five, a 
bachelor, and a grenadier soldier by profession. The sergeant © 
of the company ordered him put in prison and he does not know 
the cause of suspicion. He was questioned if he remembered 
making a declaration in these proceedings and if he wishes to 
make them a part of his confession. He said he remembered 
this declaration very well, it was read to him and he said it was 
as he had made it and affirmed and ratified it and asked to have 
it made a part of his confession. He was asked why he had said 
he did not know the cause of his imprisonment when in his 
declaration he said he was a sentinel from seven to nine o’clock 
at night at the time in which he abandoned his post and went to 
take supper with the jailer and other prisoners. He said this is 
false, he did not go to supper with the jailer and did not forsake 
his post, although it is true that in the afternoon he was upstairs 
in the prison visiting. the artillery soldier, Peret, for a little 
while. Questioned how he wished to convince (the Court) that 
he did not see Augraud and the Englishman escape if they left 
when he was sentinel at the prison gate. It was to guard the 
calabozo that he was put in charge. He said he did not see any 
person other than the jailer when he entered and left. Ques- 
tioned by whom and when was he given the 16 pesos. He an- 
swered, no one had. given him money. What he had came to 
him from his company, which he spent in eating at Noy’s house. 
He was asked if he had given Mrs. Noy any money to guard or 
if he owed her anything. He said no to both questions. Asked 
if he did not know it is a crime to free prisoners and was a 
greater one for him as he was obligated to guard them and not 
to let himself be bribed. He said he knew it was a crime but 
he had not concurred in it, besides he could not answer for any- 
thing but the custody of the calabozo. Other questions were put 
to him but to all he said he had answered all he knew. His con- 
fession was read to him and he said it was according to and as 
he had made it and that he affirmed and ratified it. 

JOSEPH CASTELBY was the next to make his confession. He 
said he was born in Esparraguera in the Principality of Cata- 
lufia, agéd thirty, a bachelor and grenadier soldier by profession. 
The sergeant of the company ordered him put in prison, and he 
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does not know the cause of suspicion. He said he remembered 
to have made a declaration in these proceedings and when this 
‘was read tu him he said it was according and as he had deposed 
and that he affirmed and ratified it, and that he wished it to 
become a part of his confession.’ Questioned how could he say 
he did not know the cause of suspicion if at the time that Luis 
Thomasin was sentinel he with the witness went to supper with 
the jailer and other prisoners in artillerman Peret’s room. He said 
when he began his sentinel duty at 9 o’clock at night, as he 
had declared, he went upstairs on hearing some noise, according 
to the order that he had to see if there was anything new so 
to be able to give a report of it. He found the jailer taking 
supper with Noy, Peret and Favre, he, the witness, took a piece 
of bread and a glass of wine and returned to his post. Asked 
how could he say the foregoing if at nine o’clock at night the 
supper was finished and the prisoners had fled. He answered 
the supper was still going on when he came on duty as sentinel 
and that he did not know if the prisoners had gone, as it was a 
quarter of an hour afterwards that the jailer reported the flight. 
Questioned if being a sentinel immediately at the door of the 
prison he did not see the prisoners when they left. He said no 
he did not see them because he was walking and that he had no 
other care than that of the calabozo. Asked if he received 6 
pesos from Noy. He said this was false, on the contrary of the 
5 pesos, which were still due him on his pay he gave 4 of them 
to Noy and there still remained 14 reales due, because Noy lent 
him and credited him when he went to drink at his house. Ques- 
tioned if he did not know that it is a crime to free prisoners and 
that it is much more so for the witness who is obligated to guard 
them. He said he knew it is a crime but he was not implicated 
in it nor is he responsible for the prisoners in the calabozo. 
After further questioning, his confession was read to him word 
for word and was well understood by him and he said that it 
Me according and as he had put it and he affirmed and rati- 

it. 

ANTONIO GOSSON said he was born in Paris, aged thirty- 
six, married, his profession before was that of jailer, now in 
actuality he is nothing. He was made a prisoner by Captain 
Don Jacinto Panis, Adjutant Major of this place. The cause 
is for the part he took in letting the prisoners escape. He re- 
membered to have made a declaration in these proceedings which 
he wishes. read to him and made a part of his confession. When 
read he said it was according to and as he had deposed and he 
affirmed and ratified it. Questioned why at seven o'clock at 
night he did not have the prisoners locked up and why was he 
taking supper with the prisoners. He answered in this he had | 
failed in his obligation. Questioned at what time he began and 
finished supper. He said on this night he began supper at seven 
which was late because he had gone to say his prayers to God 
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for the dead and that supper was finished at half past eight. 


. Asked why he did not state that there were two keys to the 


prison. He answered that the Adjutant Major of the place knew 
very well that there were two keys and besides he did not think 
there would be any rogues who would do him this inj ury. Ques- 
tioned if he did not know that neglect of the prisoners was a 
crime in the jailer and that he is responsible for their flight and 
that he should be punished for it. He said he knows that jailers 
are responsible, but that he tried to comply with his obligations 
in as much as it was his duty. Other questions were put to him 
but to all he said that he had told all he knew. His confession 
was read to him word for word and he affirmed and ratified it. 

Filed here in the record is the writ of arrest for Luis 
Thomasin and Joseph Casteluy and its execution by Nicolas 
Fromentin. 

November 10, 1773, Unzaga orders the records of the pro- 
ceeding sent to the acting Contador of the Royal Treasury so 
that he may not reopen the matter within three days. 

November 13, Martin Navarro, Treasurer Contador, ad in- 
terim having the functions of Fiscal of the Royal Treasury in 
the incidents (papers) that have been delivered to him on the 
investigation of the flight of Pablo Augraud and Asa Daniels, 
reports substantially as follows: 


Proceeding with the solemnity of Justice he accuses 
civilly and criminally, Antonio Gosson, jailer, Luis Thomasin 
and Joseph Casteluy, soldiers of the regiment of this place, 
and from the results of the summary investigation places 
the crime against them. He prays His Lordship to declare 
them as criminals guilty malversation in their Ministry and 
in consequence condemn them to the penalty established by 
law, and besides they must give bond as is required for the 
right administration of justice. 

It is well seen, says the Contador, that the Jailer, Gos- 
son, was seduced by the Catalan Noy and invited to supper 
expressly in order that in the exhilaration of wine he might 
hang up the keys of the door which he seems to have suc- 
ceeded in making him do, but drunkenness does not excuse 
Gosson and he requires that he be punished: for his offense. 
He failed to fulfill his obligation by having accepted the 
invitation to supper. The jailer ought not to become 
familiar with the prisoners, a precaution which must be 
taken so as not to be suspected of corruption in the flight 
of prisoners. In place of having accepted the invitation 
he should have locked them up at seven o’clock at night. 
ro prisoners without exception should be under lock and 

ey. 

Regarding the jailer’s contention that there were two 
keys to the prison, one for the use of the troops and the 
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other in his charge, setting this forth after the deed can 
not profit him. There should not have been two keys 
nor should he have been in charge of the prisoners while 
this grave abuse existed. 

Negligence and ignorance in those who have a min- 
istry and who are considered capable of holding such, is 
guilt and must be punished under the penalty of the law 
(Ley aquilia). In the present case this would be the pay- 
ment of costs with exile to which the principal criminals 
should be condemned. 

The soldier, Luis Thomasin, was party to the crime, 
as he was within the prison as sentinel guarding the cala- 
bozo and so was in front of the door and could not help 
but see if anyone went out. The same may also be said 


against Casteluy. 


This report of the Contador is sent to the interested parties. 

On April 11, 1774, Francisco Broutin, acting as attorney 
for Antonio Gosson, a prisoner in the Royal Prison (where he 
was once jailer) in the proceedings over the flight of two pris- 
oners while he was warden there, in answer to the accusation 
brought against him by the Fiscal, Martin Navarro, petitions 
Governor General Unzaga in merit of justice and equity to absolve 
him and give him his freedom from the charge against him. 
He pleads his innocence, claiming that the prisoners escaped 
by means of the keys held by the soldiers and not by those in 
his keeping. He asks to be shown commiseration, considering his 
_ Innocence and the misery he has suffered by his long imprison- 

ment. He has had to abandon his family, which is very large, 
and that they must maintain themselves as beggars. This is 
sent to the interested parties. 

April 16, 1774, Manuel Perez, Lieutenant of the Battalion 
of Infantry, defends the two soldiers, Luis Thomasin and Joseph 
Castleby (Castleluy). He reviews the testimony given and sets 
forth their innocence and asks that they be absolved and set 


free. | 

Unzaga on Odoardo’s advice orders the case to go on trial 
within nine common days, but this proceeding is never carried 
out. Immediately after, on April 18, the witnesses in the 
summary begin the ratification of their testimony. The first 
to do so is Rosario Geudice. Martin Navarro testifies that Juan 
Claudio Favre is absent without his whereabouts being known. 
Mariana Olivier, wife of Cunille, called Noy, ratifies her tes- 
timony as does Santiago Landreau (Landrot), Lorenzo Churiac, 
Pedro Simon, Francisco Moran, and Francisca Gaudrin, wife of 
Antonio Gosson. 

April 22, 1774, Unzaga on Odoardo’s advice renders the 
definitive sentence to this effect: After reviewing the suit offi- 
cially prosecuted against Antonio Gosson, warden of the prison, 
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and the grenadiers, Luis Thomasin and Joseph Castleuy, over 
the escape of two prisoners, His Lordship says he must declare 
and does declare the exceptions of the two soldiers as well 
proven, but not so those of Gosson. In consequence of this 
~he absolved and absolves them and in consideration that Gos- 
son did not act from malice but from carelessness and inapti- 
tude in letting the prisoners escape, he gives him for a punish- 
ment the time that he has been in prison and that at any time 
he may again be employed in an offiice that is worthy of con- 
fidence. He must pay the costs of these proceedings which will 
be taxed by the present escribano. Let the prisoners be set 
free by means of this sentence by which the case is definitively 
judged on the advice of the Assessor General. 

The Contador of the Royal Treasury and the prisoners are 
notified of this sentence and the record ends here without a 
taxation of costs. 


1773—November 3. Santiago Livaudais, as Curator, 
Santiago Livaudais, curator petitions for authority to offer at 
of the Desilet minors, peti- auction the lease of the property 


tions to rent a plantation of the minors represented by him. 
belonging to them. The order directs the auction to 
No. 2. 18 pp. be conducted under the supervi- 


sion of the Assessor. On the same 
Court of Governor Unzaga. day the public crier calls the offer 
Assessor, Cecilio Odoardo. for the rental of the plantation 
Escribano, Andres Almon- _ belonging to the Desilet minors 


ester. composed of 18 arpents front by 
This is done by auction, and 23 _deep, surrounded by fences 
after an adiudichtivn, the same divided into four parts, situate d 
is annulled by consent and a four leagues distant from the city 
new auction held. above on this side of the river, 


containing a house, warehouse, 
indigo mill, kitchen, with thirty-nine negroes of all ages and 
sex. No bids are received. 


December 13, the property is formally offered for rent by 
Don Doctor Cecilio Odoardo, Assessor, commissioned by the 
Governor General, standing at the doors of his office in the 
presence of the escribano, the curator and Dona Carlota Tou- 
con, their tutrix. The property i is called for a three-year lease 
by the public crier, but no bids were offered. It was put up 
again on the 20th with all conditions specified. Don Juan De- 
silet bids 100 pesos, Francisco Dreux 1123 pesos, Francois Enoul 
Livaudais 1223 pesos to be paid as stipulated in the conditions. 
As there were no further bids the lease was adjudicated to 
Francois Enoul Livaudais. 

December 24, Juan B. Desilet, son of Antonio Desilet, 
contests the lease, saying it is prejudicial to the heirs. He offers 
_to give 40 pesos more a year than the bid accepted, and ten- 
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ders bond as security. He asks that the adjudication to Mr. 
Livaudais be revoked and the lease be turned over to him, or 
else put up again at public auction. This is sent to the inter- 


ested parties. 

January 12, 1774, Enoul de Livaudais answers, agreeing 
to have the lease cancelled and his bond released as he has 
never taken possession of the property. The day following 
the curator agrees to the cancellation of the lease and asks to 
have it offered again at public auction under the same condi- 
tions. Unzaga rules on Odoardo’s advice that the instance 
(suit) made by Juan Baptiste Desilet has place in justice and in 
consequence of it he must order and does order the offer of 
the lease of the plantation repeated, naming Monday the 17th 
of the current month for the call, and let the parties be noti- 
fied. Assessor’s fees 2 pesos. The conditions of the lease are 
called again and Juan Bautista Desilet bids 1263 pesos. Hen- 
rique Desprez bids 1300 pesos. Desilet bids 1342 pesos and 
the lease is adjudicated to him at that price. This act is signed > 

by Doctor Odoardo, Widow Desillet, Jn. Bta. Desillet, Livau- 
dais. Attested before Andres Almonester. The record ends 


here. 


1773—November 10. The record opens with a burial 
Intestate Succession of certificate of Catherine Pierre, 
Juana Catalina Pierre, native of Gray, France, dated 
widow of Juan Bautista de September 30, 1773, which is fol- 
Gauvrit. 3 lowed by two notarial acts, the 
No. 49. 49 pp. - first dated October 30, by which 


Court of Governor Unzaga. Esteban Boré, curator ad lites for 
Assessor, Cecilio Odoardo. the minor children of Juan Bau- 
Escribano, Andres Almon-_ tista Destrehan, appoints Fran- 
ester. cisco Broutin as his attorney to 

| represent his interests in all legal 
matters. The second is the act of appointment to curatorship on 
the death of Juan Bautista Destrehan on representation of 
Juan Bautista Honorato, Maria Isabel, less than 25; Pedro 
Marigny on representation of Juana Maria, Juan Luis, and 
Juan Noel Destrehan, minors less than 14, name as their cura- 
tor ad lites, their brother-in-law, Juan Esteban Boré, by decree 
of the Governor General in this city on August 3, 1772. 


Presenting these exhibits, Esteban Boré as curator ad lites 
to the Destrehan Minors, sets forth that Juana Catalina de 
Gauvrit, grandmother of his wife and of his minors, has died in 
his home as appears*from the above certificate and as she has 
no other heirs than her Destrehan grandchildren, he asks an 
inventory and valuation be made of her estate. He names for 
his appraiser, Francisco Bijon, who must qualify. He further 
petitions that the escribanos of the Cabildo certify whether. 
before them, Mrs. de Gauvrit has drawn up any testamentary 


» 
; 
q 
4 


144 The Louisiana Historical Quarterly — 


disposition. Petition granted. Juan B. Garic seid Andres Al- 
monester both certify that Juana Catalina de Gauvrit has left 
no will filed in their Archives. 

November 12, Unzaga on Odoardo’s advice rules: To 
appoint the appraiser named by the curator who must qualify. 
The other parties must name theirs with a warning to proceed 
with the nomination, reserving (the right) to name the day 
for wae proceeding. Assessor’s fees 10 reales. Francisco Bijon 
qualifies. 


November 15, Esteban Boré states that according to the 
foregoing decree the other parties are ordered to name expert 
appraisers to put a valuation on Mrs. de Gauvrit’s estate. In 
consideration that the deceased is also the grandmother of 
the wives of Nicolas Favre Daunoy, Mr. Marigny and Mr. Des- 
trehan married to a daughter of Antonio Maxent and that they 
make their home on their plantation, he asks that they be 
notified of this decree by a writ of despatch. Petition granted. 
The writ is ordered, issued, and delivered by Nicolas Fromen- 
tin, deputy sheriff, who reports to the escribano that Carlos 
Favre Daunoy says he conforms to the appraiser already 
named. Mr. Marigny names for his part Guillermo Boiseau. 
Juan Honorato Destrehan, asked the deputy if he could make 
his answer (later). | 


November 25, Mr. Boré says having named his expert ap- 
praiser and the other parties having named Mr. Boisseau, he 
asks that the day for making the inventory be assigned. Un- 
zaga on Odoardo’s advice rules that Mr. Boisseau must be 
notified so as to accept and take oath. He appoints the 29th 
of the current month for the taking of the inventory which he 
entrusts to the Assessor. Mr. Boisseau qualifies and the inven- 
tory is begun at the deceased J. B. Destrehan’s plantation on 
November 29, 1773, in the presence of Cecilio Odoardo, Esteban 
Boré, Carlos Daunoy, the appraisers, Francisco Bijon and Guil- 
lermo Boisseau, the escribano, Andres Almonester and Fran- 
cisco Broutin, attorney for the curator. The estate consists of 
house furnishings, wearing apparel and slaves valued in all at 
407 pesos, 4 reales. Signed: Doctor Odoardo, Favre Daunoy, 
Guillermo Boisseau, Francisco Bijon, Bore, Francisco Broutin, 
Andres Almonester. Among the papers was inventoried, the 
marriage contract of Juana Catalina, deceased, and Joachim 
de Gauvrit, a receipt given on account by the said Catalina 
upon the death of her husband, the sale of a house and lot 
belonging to her late husband, a receipt signed by Raguet in 
which it appears that Dofia Catalina paid 190 livres on the 
costs of the house. A copy signed by Chantalou in which the 
sale of the de Gauvrit property appears. <A copy signed by 
Chantalou in which is shown the division made of the de Gauvrit 
property by Dona Catalina. A final receipt between the Company 
of the Indies and Mr. de Gauvrit. These papers are all writ- 
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ten in French and are numbered from one to seven. All prop- 
erty remains in Mr. Bore’s hands until the succession is settled. 


December 10, Bore states that the inventory has been 
made, and asks that the heirs be ordered to abide by it and 
that His Lordship interpose his authority and judicial decree. 
This is ordered sent to the other interested parties. As Carlos 
Favre Daunoy, Juan Bautista Destrehan and Don Philipe Ma- 
rigny are on their plantation, he asks that a writ of summons 
be issued for them to appear and be made acquainted with his 
foregoing petition. As the estate is of little value and the 
costs to settle this succession are great he asks that an attorney 
be named to approve these inventories. Petition granted and 
the writs of citation were ordered, issued and served by Nicolas 
Fromentin, deputy sheriff, who reports to the escribano that 
he served the writs on each one of the absent heirs. These in 
a separate declaration, viz., Philipe de Marigny for his wife, 
Marie Juana Destrehan; Juan Bautista Honore Destrehan, and 
Carlos Favre Daunoy, all appoint Leonardo Mazange to act as 
their attorney, who on December 14, states that he has exam- 
ined the said inventories and has found nothing to contradict 
and petitions the Court to interpose its judicial decree. Unzaga 
on Odoardo’s advice rules: That with the consent of all par- 
ties he approves the inventory and valuation of Mrs. de Gau- 
vrit’s estate and condemns the heirs to abide by it and that 
they deliver the records of the case sent to the minors’ curator. 

December 15, Bore asks for the sale of the property, to 


be called for public auction. The first, second and third calls 
are made December 15th, 18th and 22nd; January 10, 1744, 
Bore asks to have the day set for the auction. Unzaga on 
Odoardo’s advice names the day following, when Assessor Ce- 
cilio Odoardo, commissioned by the Governor General, stand- 
ing in the doors of the public office in the presence of Francisco 
Broutin, Esteban Bore and Leonardo Mazange, proceed to sell 
all the property left by Juana Catalina de Gauvrit. There were 
no bids and the effects were offered again on January 13, when 
Antonio Thomasin, Daniel Fagot, Juan Oro (Orou), Juan Durel 
bid 73 pesos cash. This with the consent of the curator was 
admitted. No other bids were offered so the effects were 
adjudicated to the forenamed parties. 


January 18, Philipe de Marigny, Juan Bautista Destre- 
han and Carlos Favre Daunoy ask that Esteban Bore render 
an account and sworn statement. Petition granted. This the 
curator presents, filing the vouchers, among these is Father 
Dragobert’s itemized bill for we funeral expenses. 
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THE RESUME 


This is ordered sent to the other heirs. January 26, Esteban 
Bore complains that they have not answered him, and asks 
that they be declared in first default. The other interested 
heirs are cited to appear for the second hearing. Finally, on 
February 3, the Destrehan co-heirs answer that they find noth- 
ing to contradict in the account and sworn statement and ask 
that it be ordered approved. February 4, Unzaga on Odoardo’s 
advice rules that with the consent of all parties he approves 
the account and sworn statement of the administration and. 
settlement of the estate of Jeanne Catherine de Gauvrit and 
condemns and does condemn the heirs to abide by it and orders 
the escribano to make the division and partition and to tax 

the costs with an inclusion of 3 pesos assessor’s fees for this. 
The partition is made February 18, 1774, by Andres Al- 

monester, whose resumé reads: | 


Body of the estate. . . 432 pesos 2 reales 
Expenses caused....233 % 2 * 


Remainder of the estate 199 “ 


The liquid estate to be divided, therefore, is 199 pesos. 
The heirs receive as follows: 


Philipe de Marigny, for his wife, Juana 
Maria Destrehan .......... DP. 1144 mM. 

Carlos Favre Daunoy, for his wife, Maria x 

Esteban Bore, for his wife, Juana Margue- 


66 66 66 
66 66 


Esteban Bore, for Juan Luis Destrehan...... 
Esteban Bore, for Juan Noel Destrehan..... 


199 p. 


Each heir in turn signs his receipt for his share, Philipe de ‘ 
Marigny on February 25th, Esteban Bore on March 9th, for his 
wife and her two minor brothers, Carlos Favre Daunoy on 
March 12th, and Juan Honore Destrehan on April 26th. The 
record ends here without a taxation of costs. — ores 
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1773—November 23. 
Official prosecution of Dio- 
nisio Braud, Regidor, for 
absenting himself after mak- 
ing application for the office 
of Regidor. 

No. 12. 7 pp. 

Court of Governor Unzaga. 
Assessor, Cecilio Odoardo. 
Escribano, Andres 
ester. 


Dionisio Braud was iia official 
printer under D’abbadie, the last 
French governor of Louisiana, and 
under Aubry the troop commander 
who succeeded D’abbadie. 

He was arrested by O’Reilly 

for printing the decrees of the 


es 
What he has done is a fraudulent © 


147 


Governon Unzaga declares that 
he has been informed by public 
rumor that Regidor Don Dionisio 
Braud is actually in France, hav- 
ing left the Province in a foreign 


without waiting for the per-. 


mit which he had asked from His 
Majesty through the Governor 
General to go to Spain with hon- 
intentions as he proposed. 


act which makes him unworthy of 
any grace and requires the revo- 
cation of his appointment to the 
office of Regidor Depositary of 
fines and the forfeiture thereof — 
to the Royal Treasury. His Lord- 


Superior Councii during the 
troubles with Ulloa and was 
exculpated on the ground that 
he was compelled to print these 


ship orders that an investigation 
-.be made and witnesses summoned 
to give information and this done 
prog as a part of his official notify the Auditor of War and the 
— Assessor General so that he may 
advise ‘“‘me” (him) on the suitable decree. For this His Lord- 
ship provided, thus he ordered and signed. (Signed) Unzaga. 
Attested before Almonester. 

The first witness called is Juan Joseph Duforest who de- 
clares under oath that he has heard it said that Dionisio Braud 
is in La Rochelle, France, and that he left the Province in a 
foreign ship during the month of May of this year. Since this 
time he has been missing from the city. He does not know 
positively on what ship but it must have been a foreign one 
as no Spanish vessel has sailed for France. Duforest is fol- 
lowed on the witness stand by Luis Boisdoré and Salmon Mal- 
line, who say they know Dionisio Braud and that he has been 
away since the month of May of this year. They know he has 
gone to France by the letters he has written to various persons 
in this city and among them Joseph Ducros and that he is now 
in La Rochelle. They do not know by what ship he sailed but 
they think it must have been some English one or by some of 
the Bayous. 

Joseph Ducros testifies that it is true that Dionisio Braud 
has written him a letter from La Rochelle in July in which he 
said that because the ship in which he took passage to France 
was badly ballasted it caused him much fright and gave him 
a great aversion to navigation and made him take the resolu- 
tion not to expose himself to the same danger again, consider- 
ing that he is mortal and must give an account to God. He 
recommends that if the office of Regidor which His Majesty 
has had the grace to bestow is confirmed by the King, Our 
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Lord, let it be transmitted in due form to his wife, because he 
wishes to preserve this title honorably, considering that the 
grace conceded by the Prince must always be respected. This 
is all he can say upon this subject and he does not know by 
what ship he sailed for France. | 

~ January 13, 1774, Uuzaga on Odoardo’s advice rules: 
With the merits resulting from the foregoing, His Lordship says 
he must declare and did declare as vacant and in behalf of 
His Majesty, the office of Regidor of fines forfeited to the Royal 
Treasury, that Don Dionisio obtained. These proceedings will 
be prosecuted in a separate folio and by virtue of the crime 
which results against Braud, with his absence proven, he or- 


- ders issued a writ of imprisonment and an embargo and se- 


questro of his property, summoning him according to the terms 
of law and done let the Contador be notified of it. 


A marginal note states that the writ of imprisonment which 
was ordered has been issued and delivered to the deputy sher- 
iff, and on January 14 Nicolas Fromentin in the presence of 
Salomon Mallines, Miguel Saint Eloy and Esteban de Quinones 
reports that he returns the writ of arrest which he could not 
serve and carry into execution as Dionisio Braud is absent in 
France. Immediately after he makes a second report that he 
went to the house in which Juana Lemelle, legitimate wife of 
Dionisio Braud, lives to place an embargo on his property in 
conformity to the writ issued but he could not find anything 
to seize. This is signed by Nicolas Fromentin and attested be- 
fore Andres Almonester. The record ends here. 


1773—November 24. Plaintiff presents his bill dated 
Pedro Saint Pe vs. Israel § Mobile, April 9, 1766, amounting 
Salomon de Palacios. to 2294 livres, 19 sols, 9 deniers, 
No. 15. 15 pp. which he has been unable to col- 


Court of Governor Unzaga. lect because defendant is insolv- 
Assessor, Cecilio Odoardo. ent. There is in the public prison 
Escribano, Andres Almon- of this city a mulatto slave belong- 


ester. ing to defendant and plaintiff asks 
to have him appraised and names 
To collect a bill. for this office Mr. Saint Eloy. He 


asks the Court to appoint a de- 
fender for his absent opponent and that the slave be called for 
sale and the products of the said sale be used to pay his legiti- 
mate debt. He offers to give bond for the costs of this case. 
The Court orders the plaintiff to remodel his demand (petition) 
which he does on November 25th, asking that witnesses be called 
to answer the following questions. 


1 Q. Do they not know Israel Salomon de Palacios and if the 
account presented is his and if he has commerce with the 
plaintiff and if this sum is due? 
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1 A. MAURICE CONWAY answers: He knows Israel Salomon de 


Palacios and that the account presented belongs to him 
and he knows there was much trade and commerce be- 
tween defendant and plaintiff. Frequently he has seen 
him sign and for this reason knows his signature. (He has 
not retired his account and he thinks the debt is still due. 


JUAN JOSEPH DUFOREST answers: The only thing he 
knows and can say is that he recognizes the signature to 
be that of Israel de Palacios, for he has seen it many times 
when it passed through his hands and he thinks the one 
signed to the account presented is certainly his, and he 
recognizes it as the same that he is accustomed to make. 
For this reason he believes that he owes the amount con- 


tained in it. 


NICOLAS FORSTALL answers that because of the knowledge 
he has of Israel Salomon de Palacios’ signature he thinks 
without a doubt that the one shown on the account is his 
own and the one he is accustomed to make because of the 
many times he has seen it on different accounts and notes 


and for this reason he thinks that he owes the amount it 


contains. 


JUAN SURAIRAY LARUE answers that he knows Israel Sal- 
omon Palacios and because of the intimate acquaintance 
he has of him it would appear that the signature to the 
account is the same as the others he has seen and he 
thinks that he owes the amount that it contains. 


FRANCISCO BLACHE says he knows Israel Salomon de Pa- 
lacios and thinks that the account presented is his and for - 
this reason he judges the debt is due. 


FRANCISCO CARRIERE says he knew Palacios very well at 
the time he was in Mobile but knows nothing more. 


2 Q. Is it not true that he (Palacios) is absent in Pensacola 


2 A. 


and that he was accustomed to come to the city without 


presenting himself, to the public and that it was not easy 
to be able to see him on these occasions? 


Maurice Conway: Israel. Salomon Palacios is absent in 
Pensacola and that he was accustomed to come to the city 
secretly according to what he has been told. 


Duforest, Forstall and —— know nothing about the 
matter. 


Francisco Blache says that it is evident that Palacios is 


absent but he does not know where and can answer noth- 


- ing to the rest of the question. 
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Prentiabo Carriere says it is evident that Palacios is ab- 
sent and in Pensacola where he holds the office of butcher 
but he knows nothing more. 


3 Q. Is it not true that there is a slave in the prison who has 
been gathered up for running away, a mulatto named 
Juan, a slave of Israel Salomon Palacios, and that he has 

- gent a letter here asking that he be returned to him at 
Pensacola? 


3 A. Conway says he does not know its contents except that 
Palacios has sent a letter, as he has been informed, to send 
him is negro who is in the prison. 


Duforest, Forstall, Larue and Blache know nothing of the | 
matter. 


Caries says it is that there is a mulatto 
Juan belonging to Palacios in the prison of this city, that 
he knows him positively as he has seen him in Mobile 
guarding the herd of cattle for his master. This mulatto 
brought the witness on board of his ship, a sack of coffee 
that he had been charged to deliver to him, for this reason 
he knows the truth of what he has declared. 


Reverend Father Ferdinando, Capuchin monk, whose oath 
and a reads a little differently from the other witnesses, 
is as follows: 


‘In the city of New Orleans on the same day, month and 
year; the said Saintpee presented as a witness the Reverend © 
Father Frey Ferdinando, Capuchin monk, of whom I, the 
escribano, in virtue of the commission conferred upon me 
received the oath which he made “in verbo sacerdotis tacto | 

_pectore” on the word of a priest touching his breast, accord- 

ing to law under charge of which he promised to speak the 

truth and examined upon the tenor of the questions con- 
tained in the foregoing petition, he answered as follows: 


1 A. That it is true that he has known Israel Salomon de 
Palacios very well. 


2 A. What he can say is that Palacios is absent in Pen- 
sacola. 


3 A. It is true that in the public a of this city iin 
is a mulatto prisoner called Juan, who was known to 
belong to Mr. Rochon, who sold him to Mr. Patan or 

Paran and he in turn sold him to Mr. Salomon Pala- 

cios and that besides this the said mulatto has de- 
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clared that he actually at present belongs to the said 
Salomon Palacios and to have communicated it to 
witnesses and he answered that this is the truth un- 
pe charge of his oath and he signed, to which I 
affirm. 
(Signed) Fr. Ferdinand, Capuchin. 

_ Before me, Andres Almonester. 


November 29, Pedro Saintpee asks to have a value put upon 
the mulatto belonging to Palacios and names Miguel St. Eloy as 
his appraiser, as the testimony of his witnesses proves that Pala- 
cios is absent and that the slave belonging to him who is in the 
| aon prison be sold or adjudicated to him to pay the debt due 

im. 

December 2, Unzaga on Odoardo’s advice rules: With the 
merits that result from the foregoing information, His Lordship — 
must and does name as defender for Israel Salomon de Palacios, 
Francisco Broutin, Public Attorney at the Cabildo, who must be 
notified for his acceptance and oath and done, send him a copy 


of the demand. 

- Broutin qualifies on the same day and on December 9 sets 
forth that his client owes nothing and that he has paid his bill. 
It is not possible that the plaintiff let seven years pass without 
entering suit to collect. On the contrary, the firm of Fournier 
and St. Pee owes Mr. Salomon de Palacios a much larger sum 
for various consignments of merchandise that they have sold for 
him subsequent to the account presented. He therefore asks that 
_ this demand be excluded and the plaintiff be condemned to pay 
all costs caused or to be caused. This is sent to plaintiff, who 
answers, saying he has proved his claim by the testimony of 
his witnesses and reiterates his plea to be paid with the value 


of the slave. 

December 11, Deastin contests the claim for his client, say- 
ing that the plaintiff has not presented either a note or obliga- 
tion, nothing but a bill for merchandise made in Mobile. St. Pe 
owes Mr. Palacios for goods delivered for a much larger, amount. 
The accounts are with the defendant so he can not present the 
originals because of the distance from this city, but that he will 
produce them if granted the time necessary. He further asks that 
the escribano be recused because his clerk drew up plaintiff’s 
proofs and this would prejudice defendant’s case. He prays His 
Lordship to order named a procurador del numero (one of the 
official] attorneys of the Cabildo) for the continuation of this law- 
suit until its definitive judgment. The record ends here. 
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1773—December 3. 

Pedro Cadiz vs. 
Francisco Blache. 

No. 14. 4 pp. 

Court of Governor 
Assessor, Cecilio Odoardo. 


Escribano, Andres Almones- 


ter. 


To collect a debt. 


Plaintiff claims 24,836 livres which 
he has tried by various means to 
collect but has been unsuccessful. 
He asks defendant be ordered to 


' verify the debt and as he cannot 


follow up this instance (suit) in 
person, he appoints Francisco 
Broutin to prosecute it for him to 


_ its definitive judgment. Francisco 


Blache verifies the debt. Broutin 
_ prays for execution, which Unzaga, 


on Odoardo’s advice orders issued, and a marginal note says 
was issued. The record ends here. 


December 6. 

Henrique Voix vs. Baltha- 
zard de Villiers. 

No. 25. 11 pp. 


Court of Governor Unzaga. 


Assessor, Cecilio Odoardo. 
Escribano, Andres Almon- 
ester. 

To collect a debt. 


December 10. 
Henrique Desperez vs. 
Gabriel Dubertrand. 
No. 24. 12 pp. 


Court of Governor Unzaga. 


Assessor, Cecilio Odoardo. 
Escribano, Andres Almon- 
ester. 


To collect a debt due his wife 
Magdalena Brazillier, widow 


by her first marriage of Francisco 


Duplanty to whose estate the 
debt is due. 


Henrique Voix presents an original 
note and bill and claims that de- 
fendant owes him 5190 livres, 18 
sols, 3 deniers, which he asks to 
have verified. De Villiers acknowl- 
edges the debt, and execution is- 
sues and appraiser is appointed. 
This closes the record. 


Plaintiff, acting for his wife, pre- 
sents certified copy of an act of 
sale and claims thereunder 800 
hard pesos. He asks for a writ of 
execution against the defendant’s 
estate to the extent of the debt, its 
one-tenth and costs. This petition 
is ordered sent to the Assessor and 
by him ordered remodeled. De- 
cember 12, Henrique Desperez pre- 
sents his marriage certificate dated 
December 10, 1773, in which Fath- 
er Dagobert certifies that Henrique > 
Desperez and Madelaine Brazilier, 


Widow Duplanty, were married August 30, 1772. The plaintiff 
reiterates his plea for execution. Unzaga on Odoardo’s advice, 
orders the writ to issue. It is entrusted to Nicolas Fromentin, 


deputy sheriff, to be put into execution, who reports to the es- 
cribano that Mr. Dubertrand paid the debt upon his demand. 
Desperez pleads that the debt having been paid, the suit should 
be dismissed and Dubertrand condemned to pay costs. The Court 
rules that with the consent of both parties the suit is dismissed 
and cancelled. Let the costs be taxed to be — as they have 
agreed. The record ends here. 
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1773—December 17. Three tattered pages of what ap- 
Intestate Succession of pears to be a succession. These 
Catherine Landromy. | consist of Unzaga’s act officially 
No. (none). 3 pp. announcing the death and ordering 
Court of Governor Unzaga. the succession opened. Almones- 
Assessor, None named. ter’s certification to the death. The 
Escribano, Andres Almon- collection of the keys and certifi- 
ester. : cates by Garic and Almonester 


that Catherine Landromy, mother 
of minor children, ae left no will on file. 


December 18. Plaintiff sues on a note and a bill 
Henrique Voix vs. for 113 livres which he has been 
Genoveva Lesassier. unable to collect. He asks that the 
No. 5. 5 pp. | defendant be ordered to verify this 


Court of Governor Unzaga. obligation and a writ of summons, 
Assessor, Cecilio Odoardo. as Mrs. Lesassier makes her home 
Escribano, Andres Almon- on her plantation. Unzaga on 


ester. | Odoardo’s advice, rules: “As it is 
To collect a debt. prayed within three days.” The 
record ends here. 
December 18. Francisco Desmazellieres, Captain 
Francisco Desmazillieres vs. of the battalion of Louisiana, pre- 
Carlos Lorraine, called | sents a certified copy of an act of | 
Tarascon. lease and sets forth that Carlos 
No. 7. 11 pp. Lorraine, called Tarascon, curator 


Court of Governor Unzaga. ad bono to the Barre minors, rent- 
Assessor, Cecilio Odoardo. ed him a plantation with a mill 
Escribano, Andres Almon- represented as in good condition. 
ester. As he rented the mill on January 
, 14 of the present year when the 

To have a mill repaired that river was high, it was impossible 
he rented from the defend- to know if the mill was in good 
ant. state or not, but after the waters 
receded it was found that all the 

carpentry work of the foundation of the mill, its galleries and 
all its body are rotten and unserviceable as appears from the 
examination made, the report of which he also presents, but it is 
not done in due form owing to the absence of Tarascon who lives 
on the other side of the Lake in English territory. He advised 
Mrs. Lorraine of conditions, who asked him not to do anything 
until the arrival of her husband, but seeing that the waters of 
the river were rising it was indispensable that the repairs be 
made promptly as he did not wish to lose all his crop. In order 


to set himself right he asks His Lordship to order another exam- | 


ination made. He appoints as his experts Mr. Prevost and Mr. 
Guillermo Deverges and asks that said Tarascon or his attorney 
name another for his part and also order that full repairs be 
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made promptly, that he will pay these on account. for his rent 
and that afterwards they will be appraised by experts who will 
be named. He further states that he can not prosecute this 
suit so he appoints Francisco Broutin to continue it for him 
up to its definitive sentence. This petition and the exhibits 
are ordered sent to the Assessor who orders an examination of 
witnesses to prove Mr. Lorraine’s absence. 

December 26, Francisco Desmazellieres states that it will 
not be necessary to verify Mr. Lorraine’s absence as he has 
arrived in the city. He asks that the examination for the re- 
pairs needed at the mill be ordered and to this effect he names 
Francisco Bijou for his expert and asks that the defendant name 
his. This is ordered sent to the other party who answers on 
January 10, 1774, saying that he and his opponent have come 
to an agreement, so he asks to have the suit dropped and a tax- 
ation of costs made. The record ends here. 


1773—December 19. Plaintiff says defendant, a resident 
Nicolas Longueval vs. of Opelousas, owes him 588 livres, 
M. Lamorandier. 6 sols, as appears from his note 
No. 38. 5 pp. which he presents and asks to have 


Court of Governor Unzaga. verified. As his opponent lives out- 
Assessor, Cecilio Odoardo. side of the city he asks that a des- 
Escribano, Andres Almones- patch be sent to the Commander of 
ter. 7 the Post with a copy of the note 

authorizing him to summon La- 
To collect a debt owed by a morandier to verify it and if it is 
resident of Opelousas. proven that he owes the amount, 

order him to appoint an attorney 
in this city against whom these proceedings may be directed. 
Unzaga rules: Let the Commander proceed to the domicile of 
his (the plaintiff’s) debtor. 


January 18, 1774, Nicolas Longueval says that His Lord- 
ship has ordered the Commander of Opelousas to proceed to the 
house in which the said La Morandiere makes his home. In 
consideration that Commander Gabriel Fuselier de la Claire the 
said M. Lamorandiere and he are brothers-in-law, having mar- 
ried the three daughters of Madame Soileau, he asks a revoca- 
tion of the decree and that a despatch be issued to the Com- 
mander with an inclosure of the note which he must verify and 
that he name an attorney to represent him in this city. Petition 
granted. 

February 11, the plaintiff says that his opponent is in the 
city now and asks that he be ordered to verify the note. Petition — 
granted. The record ends here. 


A folder of the year 1773, containing no record, numbered 
“40” Court of Luis de Unzaga y Amezaga, Escribano Almones- 


| 
| 
| 
t 
{ 
4 
i 
4 
| 
j 
j 
é 


Index to the Spanish Judicial Records 155 


ter. The title reads: Proceedings brought by Maria Theresa 
pn 2 ia de Verges, to have the wreck’of the St. Lawrence 
confirmed. | 


. This ends the records for the year 1773. 
(To be continued.) 
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